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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


AN INVITATION to tender for civil engineering work on 
Coventry Cathedral is now issued. p. 965 


AN ACCOUNT of the British Architects’ Conference held at 
Torquay last week is on p. 971 


THE AWARDS in the competition for a crematorium at Kirk- 
caldy are on p. 975 





MATERIALS AND TECHNIQUES 


THE remarkable paper—remarkable both in its content and 

in manner of presentation—delivered to the British 
Architects’ Conference in Torquay last week by William 
Allen and Edward Mills will rank as a landmark in archi- 
tectural affzirs because it will make the profession think about 
structural problems and their solutions afresh. 

Whether commanding general approval or not, it remains a 
fact that new materials and new techniques are rapidly in- 
filtrating the architectural field. Partly due to shortages of 
traditional materials, partly to their own intrinsic merits 
and partly to new architectural trends, new processes and 
Materials are gaining in favour. Probably no development 
is of greater consequence than the curtain wall—i.e., the 
clothing of a structural frame with a lightweight sheathing, 
using an internal core of insulative material. Simple as this 
sounds to the architectural student, it is a fact that so soon as 
building parts company with the known traditional materials 
and structural methods, so soon as lightness and impermea- 
bility are substituted for bulk, a whole crop of new problems 
arise—weatherproofing, heat and sound insulation, condensa- 
tion, cleaning and maintenance among them. Many people 
would not believe, for instance, that water can run upwards, 
but the designer of the UN building would now not number 


himself among them. 


The paper to which we refer is the first balanced assessment 


of the new materials and techniques as they apply to this 
country that has been made. It should do something to 
discourage those who make use of alien architectural styles 
and then, and often too late, find that our native climate 
defeats the intention. As the authors of the paper put it: 
“Our buildings, and our architectural styles, are liable to 
quick deterioration if we import indiscriminately and build 
too optimistically.” And on the subject of impermeable 
materials : “‘ The principle is clear: we must use absorbent 
materials or have perfect jointing . .. The forces of nature 
will win in the end, and we are better off for letting them have 
their way or sidestepping them, rather than trying to defy 
them.” 

The section on materials is one which should be studied by 
every manufacturer. While sympathetic to the difficulties of 
the clay industries the authors ask “if the brick industry is 
interesting itself in meeting anything but traditional demands 
in appearance.” Lack of interest in the hollow clay block, 
so popular on the Continent and in USA, is noted: “ It is 
almost impossible to rely on the British blockmaking industry 
to make a consistent block of the right texture and deliver it 
without damaged edges.” Some reinforced concrete pro- 
ducts also come in for stricture ; and the gypsum plaster and 
plaster board industries, floorings (“ too much in the wake of 
American development’) and sound absorbents (“the 
industry is not particularly enterprising in respect of design 
and development ”’) are other materials which come under fire. 

It was a matter for regret that no manufacturers were 
present at the delivery of the paper ; this was published in our 
last issue and we (and the Building Research Station) would be 
interested to have their comments both on the paper and on 
the subsequent discussion which is summarised on page 973 
this week. 

It would be doing the authors an injustice and their paper a 
disservice if the impression gained ground that they consider 
that everything is wrong at home and right elsewhere. As 
they in fact state : “‘ The point is not to worry about the com- 
parison but to concentrate on anything useful that anyone 
has to teach and on getting our backward industries to move 
forward.” But there is little doubt that the building materials 
industry taken as a whole lags behind America and some 
European countries, and that we are behindhand in the 
practical application of technology. This is seen in the 
difficulty experienced in making the industry meet demands 
in design and at a reasonable cost : ‘‘ We must remember,” say 
the authors, “that (the schools apart) all the architectural 
innovation of recent years has not reduced building costs 
but has, if anything, increased them.” 

Other matters raised in the paper and discussion include 
lack of technical information in advertising, the need for 
more objective reports on materials and processes submitted 
to the BRS for testing; the training of building labour to 
think and understand from first principles; training in 
building management ; and architectural education. It was 
from the discussion, throughout on a very high plane, that the 
suggestion came that the BRS should open a “success 
department ” to which architects might communicate details 
of any particularly successful techniques. This proposal 
found general approval, perhaps because it brought out the 
fact that if improved building technology is to be achieved, 
it must be along a two-way road between the BRS and the 
architects and industry. 
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SALARIED ARCHITECTS: THE 
NEXT STEP? 


"THE question of special representation of architects and 
assistants in salaried employment continues to exercise 
professional minds. It was referred to by the President of 
the RIBA in his inaugural address to the Torquay Conference 
last week when he told the delegates that they should not be 
unduly swayed by advice from external sources, adding that 
the real test of a profession’s status was the respect in which 
its members, individually and collectively, are held. With 
this we agree but must ask whether professional status and 
improved conditions of service are mutually exclusive. 


It should at this stage be recalled that a high proportion of 
Institute membership, numbering nearly 6,000, has expressed 
a desire for a trade union, so that the question now is not 
the propriety attaching to such a stép but rather how best it 
can be implemented. We think that had the membership 
been asked whether it wanted a protective association and not a 
trade union (with its political connections) many of the 
3,400 members who declared against the proposal would have 
cast their vote differently. If this reading is correct it means 
that the RIBA Council’s action in opening negotiations with 
the Association of Building Technicians (ABT)—which is 
affiliated direct to the Trades Union Congress and certain 
of whose leading members of council are or until recently 
were of a political persuasion which most people to-day 
would resent—is a profound mistake. 


We have been taken to task (our last issue) by Mr. Howard 
Robertson for criticising the RIBA Council on the scores of 
temporising and of failure to give unequivocal support to 
views held by a majority of the profession. The President, 
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of course, is right to defend his Council, but we would ask 
him what other descriptions he applies to the interminable 
discussions on the architectural education report (now over 
two years on the stocks); a lack of policy in putting into 
effect the recommendations of the Simon Committees and 
the reports of the Anglo-American Productivity team and the 
Working Party (only 18 months ago, and then as the direct 
result of references in the Press and later in Parliament to the 
London Builders’ Conference, was the Tendering Committee 
set up) ; delay in implementing repeated requests for welfare 
schemes, e.g., pensions ; and failure to tackle the matter of 
suppliers’ discounts? Readers must judge for themselves 
whether our criticisms (The Builder, May 21) are properly 
founded. : 

The President did not—writing in a personal capacity 
perhaps he could not—refer to our plea for tolerance and 
patience on the Council’s part in regard to the British Archi- 
tectural Guild, nor to the opportunity it offers for unification 
of the profession. It will be another lost opportunity for 
architects as a profession if the Council turns down the chance 
offered to meet the other architectural bodies on this question 
and of finding out what are their views and wishes. It may 
be that the British Architectural Guild would be wise to 
adjourn the meeting it has called of all the architectural bodies 
until after the RIBA Council has met on June 15, when that 
Council will have given itself time for second thoughts. _ It is 
conceded that the announcement of the Guild’s formation 
was unfortunately timed, but better reasons than that are 
surely required before the senior architectural body dissociates 
itself irrevocably from a movement which, through its 
promise of unity, can bring added strength to the architectural 
profession. We ask for further and dispassionate considera- 
tion of this plea. 





Memorial to Pioneer Airmen, Eastchurch, Sheppey 


as its erection marks not only the first 
home of British aviation, but also the 


A MEMORIAL to the pioneer airmen, 

who, nearly half a century ago, 
startled the world with such incredible 
feats as “‘ flying the first circular mile,’’ is 
to commence erection in a few weeks’ 
time at Eastchurch, Isle of Sheppey, Kent. 

The site, a corner one facing the 
fifteenth-century Parish Church, has on it, 
at the moment, two seats (it is at a bus 
terminus) which gave the honorary archi- 











of an airman’s helmet and _ navigating 
instruments, etc., and the other a sphere 
of the heavens. Adjacent, will be the 
supporting motifs of aeroplane landing 
wheels. The gardens in front will be laid 
out with York stone paving and flower 
beds, while the stone wall will be backed 
by tall, dark evergreens in contrast. 
Considerable enthusiasm has been 
aroused in the county over this project 


establishment of the first aircraft factory 
in Great Britain, and the formation of the 
first Royal Naval Air Service Station. 
A number of Kent firms have donated 
materials for the construction. The chair- 
man of the Memorial Committee is 
Wing Commander W. E. James. Mr. 
Hilary Stratton, FRBS, is the sculptor, 
and the general contractors are G. E. 
Wallis and Sons, Ltd., Maidstone. 





tect, Mr. Sidney Loweth, FSA, FRIBA, 
the idea of embodying in the design a 
“seating motif.’” The memorial consists 
of a long and partly-curved Portland stone 
wall, the centre feature of which is 
dominated by a sculptured figure of Zeus, 
the god of the heavens, looking down from 
a background of clouds, and clasping in 
his right hand the sceptre of authority, 
and in his left the thunderbolt of power. 

Below this figure are three panels for 
inscriptions and names, and below these 
will be carved, in bas-relief, a flying boat 
over a pool of water. 

On each side will be a seat made from 
Kent oak, under the front of which will be 
a wall of Kent ragstone (representing the 
land), while the paving to the step will be 
made from pebbles (representing the sea) 
collected from the beaches nearby. The 
Portland stone wall will be of sufficient 
height to protect the seats from the 
wind. Just below the top of the wall, 
rising from a low level on the right, will 
be a series of sculptured panels where, in 
bas-relief, aeroplanes of the period 1909- 
1911 will be shown. 

- This wall will be terminated by stone 
piers, each of which will be crowned with 
a sculptured group, one group consisting 


Drawn by E. D. Lyons 
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NOTES & NEWS 


ARCHITECTS’ SALARIES 


— County Council 
is to increase the number of archi- 
ectsin its employment and to raise salaries 
throughout the Architects’ Department, it 
was decided at a meeting of the Council on 
May 19. The reason for the decision is 
“to stem the tide of people leaving us and 
to encourage the best type of architect 
to cme and work for this authority,” 
CouncILLOR E. N. Hivey, chairman of 
the establishment committee, said. 

The increase in staff is to cope with 
the “spate of new building’? demanded 
by committees. There had recently been 
, “constant migration” of architects 
fom the Warwickshire County Council 
to other public authorities, particularly 
the National Coal Board and Hospital 
Boards, it was stated. ‘‘ We have found 
that we pay far less than many other 
quthorities,”’ Councillor Hiley said. 

It was claimed that the new scale of 
slaries and the increased number of 
professional men employed would still 
sve the Council money compared with 
the fees of private architects and engineers. 
The senior staff of the County Architect’s 
Department is to be increased in number 
from 26 to 47. 


CHURCH CONGRESS 


PHOTOGRAPHS of new churches of 
different architectural styles, together with 
examples of modern works of art including 
figures by Epstein and Henry Moore, 
are featured in an exhibition on ‘‘ The 
Church of the Future,”’ which is being held 
in connection with the East London 
Church Congress from May 31 to June 6. 

The churches in the nine boroughs 
that form the suffragan bishopric of 
Stepney had some 90 per cent of their 
buildings damaged during the war. Many 
of these have been and are now being 
rebuilt. At the same time the popu- 
lation of the area is daily increasing as 
new houses and blocks of flats continue 
to rise from the ruins. With the slogan : 
“The Church Rebuilds,’ 112 parishes 
are combining to show east and north 
London that the Church is awake and on 
the march. 

Two other exhibitions are being staged 
during the Congress. One, on the 
“Church of the Past,’ includes old 
records and works of art from east London 
churches, and the other, on the ‘“‘ Church 
of the Present,”’ illustrates the Church’s 
activity in east London and beyond. 

The exhibitions and the various sessions 
of the Congress are taking place at Shore- 
ditth in the Parish Church, the Town 
Hall and the Tabernacle. The exhibition 
will be noticed next week. 


ABBEY APPEAL REACHES {1m. 


WEsTMINSTER ABBEY has reached its 
target of £m. for urgent building repairs, 
Maintenance of the fabric and the endow- 
ment of the Choir School, for which an 
appeal was launched just over a year ago. 
Announcing this last week, the Dean 
(Dr. Alan Don) said they were particularly 
grateful to the Press and radio throughout 
the English-speaking world, for it was 
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largely due to their co-operation that 
success had been achieved. “ Recent 
research among medieval 
at the Abbey has established very nearly 
the exact place where Caxton set up the 
first printing press,’ he continued. “‘ The 
Dean and Chapter have decided to place 
a suitable tablet outside Poets’ Corner 
door commemorating this fact, as a token 
of their appreciation of the help received 
from the Press.”’ 

Work has already started on the im- 
mense task of repairing and cleaning the 
stonework of the Abbey. 


A LINK WITH THE ABBEY 


A THIRTEENTH CENTURY STONE from 
Westminster Abbey has been set in the 
wall of St. Andrew’s Anglican Cathedral 
in Sydney, close to the spot where the 
Queen sat during divine service there last 
February. The stone was sent to Australia 
by the Dean of Westminster, Dr. Don, as 
a token of gratitude for the support given 
by the people of New South Wales to the 
Westminster Abbey Restoration Appeal. 
The stone was unveiled by the Chief 
Justice of New South Wales, Mr. Justice 
Street, at a special service on June 2. 


MEETING POSTPONED 


IN DEFERENCE to a suggestion made by 
the RIBA, the British Architects’ Guild 
have agreed to postpone the meeting of 
representatives of interested professional 
bodies, proposed for June 3, until a later 
date. 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 


Tue Coventry Cathedral Reconstruc- 
tion Committee proposes entering into a 
contract for works including site clearance, 
excavation, concrete foundations and civil 
engineering work in connection with the 
construction of the new Cathedral. 

The Committee intends to make a short 
list of contractors from the list of appli- 
cants, their decision as to the selection of 
names to be included being final. 

Firms wishing to have their names con- 
sidered should apply by June 11 to Captain 
N. T. Thurston, MC, Secretary to the 
Cathedral Reconstruction Committee, 22, 
Bayley-lane, Coventry, giving a list of 
works carried out and the names of archi- 
tects and public authorities for whom 
they have worked. 








COMING EVENTS 


TUESDAY, JUNE 8 
NATIONAL UNION OF 'TOWNSWOMEN’S GUILDS.— 
Art and crafts exhibition, Tea Centre, 22, Regent- 
street, SW1. 1 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, ¥UNE 9 

MECHANICAL HANDLING EXHIBITION.—Opening of 
exhibition by Mr. Duncan Sandys, Minister of Supply. 
Olympia, London. Continuing until June 19. Daily 
10-6, except June 14 and 17 when exhibition will close 
at 9 p.m. 

LMBA (CENTRAL AREA No. 1).—Luncheon to be 
followed by talk on work of City and Guilds of London 
Institute, by Major-General C. Lloyd, CB, CBE, BSc. 
Derry & Toms Restaurant, High-street, Kensington, 
Ws. l1p.m. 

Roaps IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION.—AGM. Royal 
Automobile Club, Pall Mall, SW1. 12 noon. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 11 


INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEERS.—AGM and 
talk on ‘‘ The Engineer’s Share in the Construction of 
Bracknell New Town,” by Mr. J. T. Kendal, AMICE. 
Caxton Hall, Westminster, SW1. 5 p.m. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 12 

SOUTHERN REGIONAL COUNCIL FOR FURTHER EDUv- 
CATION.—One-day course on building entitled ‘‘ Whither 
Building ?’’ Bournemouth Municipal College, Lans- 
downe. 10.30 a.m. 


manuscripts « 
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TRIBUTE TO MR WALKER 


A HANDSOME TRIBUTE to Mr. Cyril 
Walker, CBE, MC, FRIBA, who retired 
from the post of LCC Director of Housing 
and Valuer on March 31, is contained in 
a report presented by the General Pur- 
poses Committee to the London County 
Council last month. After detailing Mr. 
Walker’s early professional history pre- 
vious to his joining the Council’s service 
at the end of 1945 (since when his respon- 
sibilities have included a development 
programme of approximately 73,000 new 
permanent dwellings and the purchase of 
property valued at about £5 million) the 
Committee state : 

“The chief characteristics of the retiring 
director of housing and valuer are his 
intense humanity and his energetic devo- 
tion to the job of producing not only 
homes but all that goes with them to make 
a living community. In this he has not only 
fulfilled to the utmost his official role but 
has also taken a great part in encouraging 
by his personal support those local 
cultural and other activities which are 
so necessary on the Council’s large new 
estates. He will retire in the knowledge 
that his work, ably supported by the 
officers he has directed since 1945, has 
resulted in the production not only of 
houses for Londoners, but of those less 
tangible yet equally important amenities 
which transform an estate into a human 
community and a house into a home.” 


LEVERHULME AWARDS 


THE 1954 LEVERHULME Research Awards 
recently announced include research grants 
for Messrs. E. Benroy, ARIBA, FRSA ; 
H. Elder, FRIBA; and E. De Pierro, 
ARIBA, for the development of new 
methods for co-ordinating relationships 
between architect, client and builder. 
Mr. S. H. F. Lloyd, ARIBA, FSA, direc- 
tor of the British Institute of Archeology 
at Ankara, receives a grant for his Beyce- 
sultan excavations. 


SCALE OF CHARGES 


THE conditions of engagement and 
scale of professional charges for architects, 
which came into operation on June 1, 
have been published in _ pocket-sized 
booklet form by the RIBA. Copies can 
be obtained from the Secretary, RIBA, 
price 6d. each (by post, 9d.). 


ARCHITECTS’ REGISTER 


Tue 1954 edition of the Register of 
Architects has been published by the 
Architects’ Registration Council. On 
December 31, 1952, there were 17,639 
names on ‘the register. During 1953, 
971 names were added to the register, 
89 were restored to the register and 541 
were removed owing to deaths, resignations 
and other causes, leaving 18,158 names 
on the register at the end of last year. 


THE PILGRIM TRUST 


THE twenty-third annual report of the 
Pilgrim Trust, just issued from 2, Great 
Peter-street, Westminster, SW1, records 
another year of beneficent activity. 
Ecclesiastical and secular buildings, his- 
torical records, the countryside, and 
many branches of art and learning and 
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social welfare have all received valuable 
help, a total of £123,169 12s. 3d., having 
been distributed in grants. 
full of good reading and contains eight 
pages of illustrations of buildings and 
other objects to which grants have been 
made, including that fine medieval 
building ‘‘ The Cardinal’s Hat,’’ Lincoln ; 
Pluscarden Priory, Morayshire ; The an- 
cient Lumley Chapel, Cheam ; and Bletch- 
ingdon Row, Oxfordshire, a group of late 
18th century cottages, once almost derelict 
and now reconditioned and preserved. 


DANISH RA 


Str Hucu Casson, FRIBA, has been 
elected a member of the Royal Danish 
Academy. 


AA THEATRE GROUP 


For their next production the Section 
AA Theatre Group have chosen ‘ The 
Duchess of Malfi,”? by John Webster. 
There will be four performances at the 
Boltons Theatre, Drayton-gardens, Kens- 
ington—June 12, 13, 14 and 15, at 
7.30 p.m. ‘Tickets are available from the 
Architectural Association. 


THE FESTIVAL GARDENS 


THE Festival Gardens and Fun Fair 
in Battersea Park were opened for the 
season last Saturday and will remain open 
until October 2. Sir Leslie Joseph, chief 
of Festival Gardens (London), Ltd., said 
he was confident that with the 21 years 
lease they had got, which greatly increased 
the time available for the recoupment of 
capital, the fair would now pay its way. 
All they needed this year was 750,000 
visitors to achieve solvency ; last year the 
number of visitors was over two million. 

As many old features of the fun fair will 
be retained as possible, and there will be 
a number of new attractions. The general 
policy would be ‘‘ to give the people what 
they really want and not what we think 
they ought to have,’ and to provide value 
for money. They would get away from the 
“‘rather arty’’ atmosphere of Festival 
Year, and by reducing open spaces hoped 
to produce a greater feeling of crowd. 


ZOO RECONSTRUCTION 


Detaits of a scheme for the recon- 
struction of the Regent’s Park Zoo, London, 
have been disclosed to fellows of the 
Zoological Society. The scheme, which 
has been prepared by Mr. F. A. 








Mr. Harold Sanger, ARIBA (left) and 
Mr. Ronald Rothwell, ARIBA, who sub- 
mitted the winning design in the competition 
for a new crematorium at Kirkcaldy. The 
assessor’s award and illustrations of the 
premiated designs begin on page 975. 


The report is. 
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Stengelhofen, LRIBA, the Society’s archi- 
tect, is estimated to cost nearly £1m. 

The main idea underlying this long- 
term replanning scheme is that, since there 
is little likelihood of the society’s obtaining 
more ground in Regent’s Park, and since 
the gardens are now often uncomfortably 
crowded by visitors, the extra accommoda- 
tion which is clearly needed for the 
menagerie must be found by expanding 
upwards. It is therefore suggested that 
houses for the larger animals should be at 
ground level, with a second storey above 
for the accommodation of smaller animals. 
Moreover, in the main part of the gardens, 
the new two-storey buildings are to be 
connected, so that visitors can pass from 
one to another, at both ground and first 
floor levels. 

It is estimated that, besides making the 
collection easier (and in wet weather much 
pleasanter) to see, this scheme would 
increase accommodation for the animals 
by about a fifth. Some of the more up-to- 
date existing buildings would be retained, 
as well as historically interesting buildings 
such as Decimus Burton’s camel house, 
giraffe house, ravens’ aviary, and bear 
terrace. 


NEW RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP 


THE Institution of Structural Engineers 
has accepted an offer by the Aluminium 
Development Association of a research 
scholarship to the value of £400 a year to 
enable the holder to undertake research 
on some aspect of the application of 
aluminium alloys to structures. The 
scholarship will be awarded in alternate 
years for a two-year period. It is the 
intention of the Council of the Institution 
to make the first award in the near future 
in order that the successful holder may 
commence his investigations in October. 
Entries for the scholarship to be awarded 
this year close on July 15. The scholarship 
is to be administered by the Institution. 
Details from the Secretary at 11, Upper 
Belgrave-street, London, SW1. 


TRAVELLING SCHOLARSHIP 


THE travelling scholarship offered by 
the 'Trussed Concrete Steel Co., Ltd., 
details of which were given in The Builder 
of February 19 last, has been awarded to 
Mr. W. A. Gibbon, BA, ARIBA, of 
Manchester. Mr. Gibbon will be accom- 
panied by Mr. H. W. Beckingham, of the 
company’s staff, to whom a similar 
scholarship has been awarded. 


HISTORIC BUILDINGS COUNCIL 


THE first annual report of the Historic 
Buildings’ Council for England has now 
been published. The Council was 
appointed in October last year by the 
Minister of Works to advise him on the 
exercise of his powers under Part 1 of the 
Historic Buildings and Ancient Monu- 


ments Act; 1953, which enables him to: 


give financial aid to preserve buildings of 
historic and architectural interest. 

The report states that by the end of 
last year 72 applications for financial 
aid had been received by the Council. 
They fell into two clearly defined categor- 
ies. The first consisted of requests for 
aid for occupied buildings, submitted by 
those directly responsible for their main- 
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tenance ; 53 applications were of thi 
type. The second consisted «7 repory 
on historic buildings which were empty 
and where financial aid and a new uy 
for the building were needed if the buil, 
ing was to be preserved; 19 cases wen 
of this type. 

Similar reports have also been publishej 
by the Historic Building Councils fy 
Scotland and Wales. Twelve applic. 
tions for grants to preserve buildings jy 
Scotland were received by December hag. 
In Wales there were 14 applications, 


REPAIR OF OLD BUILDINGS 


IN RESPONSE to repeated requests the 
Society for the Protection of Ancien 
Buildings is again providing facilities fo, 
architects interested in and _ responsible 
for old buildings to obtain knowledge of 
its. principles and methods of repair 
and is arranging its annual course fo; 
July 19-24, consisting of lectures, dis. 
cussions and visits to cover the many 
aspects of repair work. Details may be 
had from the Secretary, SPAB, 55, Great 
Ormond-street, WC1. 


*“ POPULAR CARRIAGE” DISPLAY 


AN EXHIBITION tracing the evolution of 
road and rail carriage design through two 
centuries by means of models and speci- 
mens of coaches, buses and _ railway 
carriages, is at present on show in the 
former Shareholders’ Meeting Room zt 
Euston Station. The centre-piece of the 
display is a fine example of a 50-year-old 
railway horse bus which was in regula 
service from Tenterden Station, Kent, a 
recently as 1924. It was discovered a 
few months ago in an old stable and ha 
since been repainted in its original bright 
green and yellow livery. The models, 
which are all beautifully made, have been 
arranged in two groups to show the 
development in design from the mail 
stage-coach of 1820 to the latest types of 
buses, trams and coaches, and from the 
horse-drawn railway carriage of 1826 to 
the most up-to-date British Railways 
cafeteria car. The history of carriage 
design is also depicted. The exhibition 
remains open until September 25. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. VIVIAN Levett, ARIBA, is now practising a 
2, Hilltop-road, West Hampstead, London, NW, 
where he will be pleased to receive trade catalogues, ett. 


Messrs. MONTAGU EVANS AND SON (head office 
21, Brunswick-square, London, WC1) announce thi 
their branch office at Redhill has been moved to larger 
premises in a more central position at 7a, London-row 
(tel.: Redhill 4029). 


WE have been asked to state that the partnership 
practice of Hoop AND Burrows, architects, has beet 
dissolved. In future, Mr. Burrows will practise « 
188, Eddeston-road, Crewe, and Mr. Hoop will continu: 
to operate at Fi: Tree Cottage, Boundary-lane, Congle- 
ton, Cheshire. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, Fune 3, 1854 


ANOTHER FORM OF THE “ ATMOPYRE, 
or Gas HousEHOLD Fire.—A patent his 
been taken out by Mr. W. Ashdown, 0 
Piccadilly, for a gas stove, in which asbestts 
is made incandescent by the gas flame 8 
as to assume a cheerful glow like that 
the household fire. We know not th 
special merits of this invention (if we cil 
it so), but we need scarcely say that it® 
identical in principle with the atmopyt 
first published in our pages. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


BRITISH ARCHITECTURAL GUILD 
To the Editor of The Builder 


[RI am pleased to read in The 
Builder of May 28 that a joint con- 
ference has been arranged to bring to- 
gther the entire profession of architects. 
Itis a very good move indeed, but if it is 
forthe purpose of setting up a trade union 
yithin the profession, then I wish for 
none of it. I have every reason to believe 
hat, if a trade union is brought about, 
tg membership will not reach 1,000 sub- 
wribers. In fact, I do not place too much 
importance on the returns of the RIBA 
questionnaire, because a study of the 
profession has satisfied me that a vast 
gumber of architects of all groups would 
prefer their troubles confined to their own 


house. 

The IAAS deserve credit for their-fore 
ight in founding the British Architectural 
Guild, because the title is a pleasing one, 
geming to imply that it concerns only 
architects and that interlopers are barred. 
The Guild, with the help of the RIBA, 
would offer a far better service to the 
profession by first bringing together the 
entire profession in an harmonious manner, 
which, in itself, would become a negotiat- 
ing authority for looking after the welfare 
of salaried architects, but a trade union 
sponsored by any one particular group 
can only result in complete failure. 

Mr. Arthur Kenyon 11 years ago sug- 
gested the idea of Unification, and Mr. 
Vincent Burr has for ten years tried his 
utmost to bring about that goal, but 
jealousy intervened and the movement 
has been shelved. I say with absolute 
sincerity that if Mr. Howard Robertson 
inhis search for the wants of the profession 
should confine his efforts solely to the 
ABT, in my view he will be performing 
avery great disservice to the profession 
by ignoring other societies who cater 
only for architects. Mr. Robertson has 
proved his worth, and will no doubt go 
down in the archives of the profession 
a equal to any of his predecessors as 
President of the RIBA, but he must be 
reminded of the peculiar speeches that 
have been made by certain members of 
the ABT’, which were not pleasing to nor 
digestible by all groups of the building 
profession. I viewed those speeches made 
at Westminster some years ago as distaste- 
ful, and in this I do not find myself alone. 

W. MacDona.p. 

16, Chiswick-lane, W4. 


EXHIBIT THE RA “ REJECTS”?! 
To the Editor of The Builder 
GIR—As long as I can remember, the 
Architectural Room at the Royal 
Academy has been a sort of Aunt Sally 
for the verbal brickbats of the critics. 
Year after year it is said that the show is 
poor and unrepresentative, the drawings 
selected only with an eye to the making 
of attractive wall patterns. No one, 
€xcept perhaps the exhibitor, is likely to 
object to criticism of the designs shown, but 
I wonder whether the Room is really so 
unrepresentative as it is made out to be? 
he Selection Committee can do no 
more than select what it considers to be 
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many drawings are rejected. Is there 
any ground for supposing that these are 
better than the ones selected? I should 
like to see the matter put to the test. 

May I suggest that some enterprising 
body, perhaps the Building Centre, should 
hold an exhibition of the architectural 
drawings rejected from this year’s Acad- 
emy? It would take a little organisation, 
as many of the “‘ rejects’? have no doubt 
by this time been collected, but it would 
be well worth doing, if only to settle 
whether or not the strictures of the critics 
are justified. SPERO. 


INFRINGEMENT OF LIGHT 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have read with great interest 
in your issue of May 28 the excellent 
report of the ancient light case at Bala, 
heard by Mr. Justice Upjohn. This case 
is one of exceptional interest not merely 
because the learned Judge refused the 
mandatory order claimed by the plaintiff, 
but also owing to the decision that the 
loss of light in the sitting-room amounted 
to an actionable nuisance. ‘This diminu- 
tion of light was, as your report states, 
regarded as “‘a border-line case,’’ and as 
one of which “his Lordship thought 
that the plaintiff was entitled to complain.” 
Accordingly, an inquiry as to damages in 
respect of the sitting-room was ordered. 
This decision was an important one, 
regarding which all those concerned in 
right of light cases should be fully in- 
formed. The room in question had an 
area of 90 sq. ft., and of this only 13 sq. ft. 
was adequately lighted under the original 
conditions and 9 sq. ft. under the ultimate 
conditions. It is very desirable that it 
should be known that a loss of 4 sq. ft. 
of adequately lighted area, at table height, 
has been held to constitute an actionable 
infringement of light in a dwelling-house 
and may quite possibly be so held in 
subsequent cases. 
JoHN Swarprick [FRIBA]. 
3. King’s Bench Walk, EC4. 
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THE MODULE AND THE BRICK 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I note from the report in your 
last issue of Mr. J. H. Forshaw’s 
paper “‘ Towards New Building,”’ that the 
Modular Society has decided to adopt a 
4in. module. I am no expert on modular 
design, but it appears to me that this is 
going to cause trouble in relation ‘to the 
brick, our one more or less standardised 
building component—i.e., 83 + 4 in. 
by 47 + in. by 2, 28 or 27 in., rising 
four courses to 94, 12 or 13 in. If the 
adoption of a 4 in. module is final, does it 
mean that all brickmakers will now have to 
produce a smaller or at any rate a different 
brick ? Puzz_eD. 
+" An American brick, rising three courses 
to $in., was referred to at the British 
Architects’ Conference last week (see p. 971). 


QUALITY OF PLASTERING SAND 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—My attention has been drawn 
somewhat belatedly\to the letter in 
your issue of May 7 from the President of 
the London Master Plasterers Association. 
This letter raises very considerable 
issues, not the least being the question of 
whether the plastering contractor is 
responsible for obtaining the sand he 
wishes to use. You will appreciate that 
as with all arguments there is a great deal 
to be said on both sides, more in fact than 
can possibly be covered in the corre- 
spondence columns of your journal. Why 
then does Mr. Downer rush into print 
without first getting in touch with my 
Association to discuss the matter of which 
he complains ? 


W. A. Duke, Chairman, 
Public Relations Committee, Ballast, 
Sand and Allied Trades Association. 
48, Park-street, W1. 


LEGAL POSITION OF SURVEYOR 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I think, perhaps, your legal 
correspondent’s reply (The Builder, 
May 28, p. 950), though no doubt correct 
so far as the superintending officer is 
concerned, does not answer the question. 
Your querist is, I think, referring to 
the quantity surveyor appointed by the 
authority, either from their own staff or 
from surveyors in private practice, to meet 
the contractor and prepare the account. 
There is no mention of a “ surveyor ”’ in 
the contract, and he is purely the servant 
of the superintending officer to measure 
with the contractor in accordance with 
clause 37. Unless the contractor fails to 
meet him, he is not responsible for pre- 
paring the account, which is the contractor’s 
duty, unless the authority otherwise agree 
(see last paragraph of clause 41). 
A surveyor in private practice acting 
for the authority has not, therefore, the 
independence which he has as_ the 
appointed surveyor under the RIBA form. 
He must submit to the ruling of his 
employer, the superintending officer. 
J. W. 
Canterbury. 
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A model of the Palace of Culture, Warsaw. 


POLISH ARCHITECTURE 
An Exhibition at the RIBA 


T is not always easy to write critically 
with honesty except at risk of hurt 
feelings, and when we are “‘hosts”’ to 
the work of foreign countries the risk is 
greater. If an exhibition is downright 
bad, one can, and does, of course ignore 
it, but there is no question of this in the 
case of the Polish exhibition, apart from 
its interest as a glimpse of what goes on 
behind a screen which every attempt must 
be made to penetrate from both sides. 


The difficulties are further increased by 
misgivings about what seems to lie behind 
the architectural philosophy it represents. 
‘To explain that cryptic statement, I must 
reluctantly skate on the thin ice of politics 
{in which I have even less interest than 
the next man) at risk of either crash-diving 
into troubled ideology or stubbing a toe 
that resolutely recoils from party lines. 
If this article consequently seems to be 
more about politics than architecture, I 
can only claim that “ the Poles started it.”’ 
This summarises my misgivings but I do 
want to make a point for architectural 
students particularly. 


A DAMP SQUIB 


I hold the proverbial “‘ strong views ”’ 
about freedom of thought, and would not 
for a moment deny to others whatever 
colour of politics they may fancy. But I 
warn them of the dangers of mixing 
politics with architecture or, for that 
matter, with any of the arts. The 
danger is not of producing an explosive 
mix that might at least clear the air but 
merely a damp squib. 

I wish I knew the source of the lines 
“That is the way the world ends, Not 
with a bang, but a whimper’”’ for the 
remainder of the verse may possibly 
express what I feel—that what ought to be 
an architecturally Brave New World 


seems in danger of fizzling out in the 
foggy, foggy dew of steamy polemics. 
We narrowly escaped this, ’tween wars, 
when to concern oneself with cottages 
automatically branded one as “right 
wing’’ and with large blocks of flats as 
“‘left,”’ blithely irrespective of whether a 
rural or an urban planning problem was 
to be tackled. What things “‘ stand for ”’ 
has become the bone of contention rather 
than what they are, or even look like. 
Personally, I couldn’t distrust archi- 
tectural symbolism more. ‘To me, one of 
the most baffling paradoxes is the adoption 


The market square in Warsaw’s Old Town. 
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by countries who have endured. agonisiy 
upheavals, of architectural “ styles” « 
pressing, if anything, the direct antithe 
of the fresh start which is the only prete 
for such labour-pains. When the g 
is cleared by the ill winds of War, th 
phenomenon becomes quite inexplicabj, 


This generally takes the form of 
heavy classicism (var. “‘neo”’) mop 
seemingly proper to an entrenched omy, 
servatism, including even some of the ley 
endearing features of the facade behinj 
which Banking and Big Business » 
supposed to lurk. One is tempted » 
wonder whether it can really be a matty 
of free aesthetic choice by nations hither 
internationally acknowledged as _soures 
of artistic inspiration. 


If not, the thought is frankly distastef 
to us who are luckier than we know: ify, 
the result is hardly less disturbing, judge 
by what little emerges. Credit therefor: 
goes to the RIBA for mounting y 
exhibition which might, in a less liber. 
minded profession, raise eyebrows 2t ; 
juncture when it is vital to keep eyebroys, 
and heads, as level as possible. 


ODD CONSEQUENCES 


May I therefore simply say that it seems 
odd that a “‘ New Order ”’ should bortoy 
so frankly and consistently from the ol 
as Poland seems to be doing ; that it js 
even odder that she seems to be over 
looking a well-assimilated classical tradi- 
tion of her own; but oddest of all, tha 
she should not be breaking new ground, 
as Polish students studying architectur 
in this country seem well able to do. 


The two first oddities are well illu. 
trated by comparing the early nineteenth- 
century north elevation of Warsaw’ 
Grand Theatre as restored to its pre-war 
aspect, with the project for its newly 
elaborated (sic with a vengeance) south 
elevation. I think my point will be taken, 
but the exhibition throughout provides 
unhappy contrast between the design of 
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This was completely destroyed in 


the war and has been reconstructed in traditional style. 
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A model of the new town of Nowa Huta, near Cracow. 
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Chief Architect, Tadeusz 


Pfaszycki. 


the new and the scholarly and sympathetic 
treatment of the old buildings. 

It is therefore better, I think, to regard 
the exhibition as illustrating a physical 
triumph over what are perhaps the most 
daunting post-war difficulties of any 
European country. In justice, at least as 
much space ought to be given to this as to 
my own personal animadversions and 
warnings, but statistics are outside my 
department. 

I can, however, at least quote 
figures from the Polish Cultural Institute 
in London. Overall, nearly a third of 
Poland’s private and public buildings, and 
15 per cent. of her agricultural buildings, 
were destroyed or gravely damaged. In 
Warsaw only 15 per cent. of dwellings 
remained. Rebuilding is by successive 
three-year (1947-50) and six-year (1950- 
55) plans, the former mainly restoration 
and the latter of wider scope only to be 
appreciated in relation to the problems 
attendant upon, for example, Warsaw’s 
envisaged re-expansion by 1955 to a 
population of one million from the 22,000 
remaining, at the war’s end, of the pre- 
war million-and-a-quarter. 


A VAST UNDERTAKING 


Transport, industries, schools and 
eréches, hospitals, the ubiquitous cultural 
institutions, sports stadia, theatres, pro- 
fessional and technical institutions, and 
parks and other ‘‘ lungs ’’—all must keep 
pace. "The magnitude of the task must 
command our humble respect, whatever 
the choice of architectural expression. 
Against that background, comment must 
seem trivial. Of New Warsaw, the most 
striking (and to me disturbing) building 
is the Palace of Culture and Science. 
This, a gift from the Soviet Union, is 
oddly reminiscent of some earlier contribu- 
tions to the New York sky-line, and is 
perhaps best described as ‘“‘ imposing.”’ 

Housing and schools seem more realistic. 
A vernacular farm-building seems to be 
emerging, perhaps a little consciously 


“ peasant ” in flavour but at least 
cognisant of human scale and needs. Of 
the underground stations _ naturally 


featured as a new toy, one hopes in due 
course a more workmanlike formula will 


be found, as was done for us by the 
LPTB after some initial fumbling. War- 
saw’s residential quarter, Marszalkowska, 
almost suggests Oxford Street or any 
similar international stereotype, but a 
perspective drawing of the House of 
Culture at Rzeszov suggests a more 
indigenous and national flavour. 

One turns with more visual pleasure, 
and no less admiration, to the restoration 
of historic buildings. Parts of Old Warsaw 
have been made indistinguishable from the 
original, even in detail and enrichment. 


The Palace at Wilanow and_ the 
exhilarating interior of the Cistercian 
church at Krzeszow remain gems of 


Polish Baroque, and the Romanesque 
columns found during reconstruction at 
Strzelnoare are among the fortunes of 
war. 

This loving care makes it the more 
difficult to explain what has happened, 
for an understanding of the past generally 
accompanies a more rational approach to 
the present and future. Dare I suggest 
that an apt sub-title for the exhibition 
might be ‘‘ Superimposed Orders ”’ ? 


Basi MARRIOTT. 


SOCIETIES 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION 
Election of Officers and Council 


THE RESULT of the ballot for the election 
of the officers and council of the Architec- 
tural Association for the Session June 1. 
1954, to May 31, 1955, was announced on 
May 27 as follows :— 

President, Peter Shepheard, BArch(L’pool), 
ARIBA, AMTPI, AILA; vice-presidents, 
Bryan Westwood, FRIBA, and Gontran 
Goulden, TD, ARIBA. 


Hon. Secretary, John Brandon-Jones, 
ARIBA; hon.: treasurer, D. Clarke Hall, 
FRIBA; hon. editor, Prof. Basil Ward, 


HonARCA, FRIBA; hon. librarian, Miss 
Barbara Price, ARIBA. 

Ordinary members of council:—B. L. 
Adams, ARIBA; J. M. Austin-Smith, MC, 
TD, ARIBA; H. T. Cadbury-Brown, 
FRIBA; Sir Hugh Casson, RDI, FRIBA 
(past president); Neville Conder, ARIBA, 
MSIA; Oliver J. Cox, ARIBA; Alexander 
Gibson, FRIBA; Howard Lobb, CBE, 
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FRIBA; C. Max Lock, FRIBA, MTPI; 
Edward Playne, DSC, FRIBA; Graeme 


Shankland, ARIBA, AMTPI. 


Award of Scholarships 


THE Councit of the Architectural Associa- 
tion have announced the award of the 
following scholarships in architecture at the 
Architectural Association School of Archi- 
tecture:— 

The Metal Window Scholarship (value -£75 p.a.), 
Miss A. M. Harvey (St. Helen’s School, Northwood); 
and The Metal Window Senior Scholarship (value £50 
p.a.), R. H. Gordon (Architectural Department, 
Hammersmith School of Building). Both these scholar- 
ships are presented by the British Metal Window 
Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 

Senior Staff Scholarship (value £60 p.a.), J. M. 
Mange (Westminster School). Presented by the Senior 
Staff of the AA School of Architecture. 

The Natural Asphalte Scholarship (value £50 p.a.), 
R. G. Gibson (Bedales School). Presented by the 
Natural Asphalte Mine-owners’ and Manufacturers’ 
Council. 

The Patent Glazing Conference Scholarship (value 
£50 p.a.), G. M. Kassaboff (Wycliffe College). Pre- 
sented by the Patent Glazing Conference. 


RICS 
Eighty-sixth Annual Report 


PTHE eighty-sixth annual report of the 

Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
was presented to the members at the 
annual general meeting, held in London on 
May 31. 


BUILDING SURVEYING 


The report states that the new Building 
Surveyors Committee have studied a num- 
ber of matters which concern building sur- 
veyor members of the Institution. They 
have begun an examination of the status, 
functions and future of building surveyors. 

Inquiries have been made regarding 
damage alleged to have been caused to 
buildings by vibrations from aircraft travel- 
ling at supersonic speeds. Investigations 
made by the branches have yielded some 
interesting results which it is hoped may 
form the basis of a memorandum on the 
subject to be submitted in due course to the 
appropriate authorities. 

The Institution was consulted about the 
proposal to amalgamate the Council for the 
Codes of Practice for Buildings with the 
British Standards Institution, preparatory to 
the new arrangement which came inté opera- 
tion on April 1 last, for the establishment of 
a Council for Codes of Practice within the 
British Standards Institution. 

The Building Surveyors Committee, in 
conjunction with the Quantity Surveyors 
Committee, have reviewed the representation 
of the Institution on the Industry Standards 
and Technical Committees of the British 
Standards Institution. 

The Council, on the advice of the Build- 
ing Surveyors Committee, have agreed to 
sponsor a Code of Practice for Zinc Roofing. 


QUANTITY SURVEYING 


The Quantity Surveyors Committee’s 
report states that the Joint Committee for 
the Standard Method of Measurement have 
not yet finished their investigations into the 
results of their appeal for suggestions for the 
improvement of the Standard Method of 
Measurement, and no decision has been 
reached as to the desirability or otherwise of 
issuing a new edition. Answers were given 
to a large number of questions from sur- 
veyors, builders and others arising out of the 
use of the Standard Method. 

During the 12 months, 3,494 copies of the 
Standard Method, 724 copies of the Code 
for Small Dwellings and 1,667 copies of the 
Prestressed Concrete Supplement were sold. 































































































The New President 


Mr. Charles Percival Bowyer, TD, who 
was elected president, RICS, on May 31, in 
succession to Mr. G. A. Coombe, MC, is 
senior partner in the firm of Messrs. Edward 
and Charles Bowyer, chartered surveyors, of 
Curzon-street, Slough, Bucks. 

Mr. Bowyer, who was born in 1902, started 
his professional career in 1919, when he was 
articled to the firm of Messrs. Eastman 
Brothers, surveyors, of Walbrook, London. 
In 1921, after a year’s practical farming at 
Datchet, he moved to Messrs. Simmons and 
Sons, surveyors and land agents, of Henley- 
on-Thames, where he was articled to the 
late Sir Anker Simmons, FRICS. In 1923 
he entered his father’s firm at Slough, and 
later became a partner. 

On the passing of the Town and Country 
Planning Act in 1947 he was retained as 
consultant to the NFBTE, and represented 
that body on the advisory committee con- 
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cerned with the administration of the 
Builders’ Near-Ripe Scheme. In 1952 he 
was appointed by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government as a member of the 
board of the Basildon Development Cor- 
poration, and has since been made deputy 
chairman. 

Mr. Bowyer has also made a great con- 
tribution to the activities of the Institution 
and has devoted much of his time to serving 
on its committees. He has always taken an 
interest in agriculture and runs a small farm 
in the Chiltern Hills. 


STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 
Election of President 


AT the annual general meeting of the 
Institution of Structural Engineers, held on 
May 27, Dr. S. B. Hamilton, MSc, PhD, 
ARCS, MICE, was elected president for the 
1954-55 session. 





HOLLAND PARK WITH SCULPTURE 
A London Double Event 


§ i weather helped make the preview 
of the open-air sculpture exhibition 
at Holland Park, Kensington, last week, a 
most pleasant occasion, but was less kind 
for the official opening, writes Basil 
Marriott. This year’s double event—the 
continuation of a notable local official 
enterprise combined with the restoration 
to us of the park and what remains of 
Holland House, is a matter for special 
congratulations to the LCC. 

Though the main fabric is a melancholy 
Piperesque ruin where little more than 
consolidation has been practicable, what 
has been effected is tasteful, tactful and 
singularly unmuddled. A _ fragmentary 
arcade, for instance, has been used aptly 
to frame some sculpture one would like 
to have remain. The Dutch Garden and 
adjacent terraces are rehabilitated, and the 
ballroom with an admirable colour scheme 
as a café, though I wish the LCC could 
have run to some nicer furniture. Some of 
the little ‘“‘ follies’? have been neatly 
patched and also adapted to the exhibition. 

The park is a welcome re-addition to 


Reclining Figure, by Henry Moore. 


London’s lungs, and I hope it will be re- 
discovered. Apart from its botanical 
interest, the landscaping is among the 
better ‘‘ fantasies.” Many people must 
have worked hard on it, as well as that 
old muddlehead Ma Nature, since I last 
took a brisk, beduffled walk there in our 
arctic spring. Lord Luke, in opening 
the cricket field, bowled what looked to 
me like a yorker instead of the promised 
googly, but in his speech he adroitly 
invoked the Olympics as the link between 
sport and sculpture. 


THE SCULPTURE 


The Third International is well up to 
standard, and the public, I think, cannot 
but enjoy it in spite of the corny cracks, 
now predictable almost verbatim, which 
some pieces will provoke. The move from 
Battersea is on the whole successful, if 
only for the greater variety of contour and 
vegetation, which has been used astutely. 
The previous ice-creamy pedestal blocks 
have been toned down, but I wondered 
if they were all necessary and why some 
pieces could not be 
put straight on the 
grass. 

Of the 29 selec- 
tions, choice for 
mention and _illus- 
tration here must 
be arbitrary. Henry 
Moore is still so 
head-and-shoulders 
above his many 
followers—if a re- 
clining figure can 
thus be Irishised— 
that this familiar one 
must be included. 
But a personal pref- 
erence, I think, will 
be shared is Manzu’s 
**Dance Step,’’ a 
most endearing 
masterpiece. That 
noun cannot per- 
haps be applied so 
freely to Lehm- 
bruck’s ‘‘ Thinker ’’ 
but the adjective 


Dance Step, by Manzu. 


might, standing as it does against a 
singularly apt  birch-tree background. 
This quite ‘‘ representational ’’ girl’s figure 
must surely appeal to popular taste and I 
think this is important in this case. 


One is increasingly doubtful about 
abstracts with enigmatic titles, but one 
of the best is Barbara Hepworth’s ‘‘Image”, 
would it be sacrilege to want to see it used 
as some sort of bollard, perhaps, on a 
Cullen-cobbled quayside? I liked Lynn 
Chadwick’s “Inner Eye’’ (which I 
privately rechristen ‘‘ Mermaid’s Purse”) 
and I’m not going to argue about it, so 
there! Everyone should go to Holland 
Park before September. 


The Image, by Barbara Hepworth. 
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THE BRITISH ARCHITECTS’ CONFERENCE, TORQUAY 


Torquay. 


A Conference Diary 


F Torquay is accused of hardly living 
up to its reputation for weather, that 

is the only complaint possible of an out- 
standing Conference. Sunshine there cer- 
tainly was, but of the tip-and-run variety, 
yet probably the only members who may 
have felt a little aggrieved were the ladies, 
some of whom were in several minds about 


what to wear for a Garden Party which, 
in the event, was all one could wish for. 

By reason of the interruption of the 
Western Region railway services, many 
delegates came down by car, and it was 


surprising how many of the London 
contingent had found it necessary to call 
in on a job on the way. But they all 
safely arrived, and forgathered in the 
Marine Spa on the Wednesday evening 
for the informal reception at which the 
Devon and Cornwall Society and _ its 
President, Mr. Vyvyan Salisbury, were 
hosts. Dancing and a cabaret were laid 
on and obviously were enjoyed, though 
there were sporadic grumbles that this 
made difficult the circulation usual on 
such occasions. Whatever the architectural 
merits of the hall, acoustics are not among 
them, but we are credibly informed that 
the ceremony which took place on the 
platform during the evening was the 
presentation of the RIBA bronze medal 
for the best building in the society’s area 
to the winners, Messrs. H. F. Walls and 
C.H.P. Pearn, AA.RIBA, for their canteen 
building for Messrs. Tecalemit at Ply- 
mouth. The presentation was made by 
Mr. Howard Robertson, the President, 
RIBA, and by Mr. Salisbury. 


THE EXHIBITION 


Torre Appey, the conference head- 
quarters, is admirably suited to its purpose. 
Little remains of the old Abbey other than 
a few walls, but the western parts, re- 
modelled after the Dissolution, made an 
excellent hall for the paper, and the 
ancient ‘Tithe Barn (locally known as the 
Spanish Barn), 124 ft. long, housed an 


exhibition of the work of architects in 
Devon and Cornwall, the quality of which, 
almost universally high, gave much pleas- 
ure. It must be a matter of regret that 
the exhibits by the private architects were 
almost entirely confined to domestic and 
alteration work, for one would have liked 
to see the evident skill and sense of how 
local material should be used applied to 
some more large-scale buildings. Devon 
county authorities, it seems, have as yet 
not appreciated the proven arguments for 
handing out some proportion of their 
programmes of schools and other building 
work to architects in private practice. 
This exhibition must go far towards 
offering convincing proof of the advan- 
tages which follow from some friendly 
rivalry between the “ official ’’ and private 
camps. 

In consonance with the conference 
theme of ‘“‘ materials and techniques ’”’ 
there was a display of materials, some 
local and others of American origin, which 
interested many. Among the exhibits 
were perforated bricks and hollow build- 
ing blocks of American manufacture ; 
photographs of these are on this page. 
This display was organised by the BRS. 
The show of work by students of the 
local school of art was excellently done 
and local architectural students had also 
contributed well worked-out designs. Mr. 
Alan Cawse, a student of the Department 
of Architecture, City of Plymouth College 
of Art, was responsible for a central 
feature—an architectural phoenix arising 
from the ashes of devastated cities. 


THE CONFERENCE PAPER 


AND so to the Conference paper, which 
drew the entire membership to Torre 
Abbey on the Thursday morning and, 
what is without precedent, again the 
following day. Good though many papers 
presented to previous conferences have 
been, attendances have often been thin on 
the second morning—the discourtesy to 
the authors thereby shown being a subject 
commented upon in other years. The 
theme of this year’s talk and the authors— 
William Allen and Edward Mills—were of 
sufficient initial interest to guarantee a 
full house for the first morning even 
without Mr. Howard Robertson's in- 
augural address, but what few had 
expected was the brilliant yet incisive way 
in which the exposition was given. Those 
not concerned with building might be 
forgiven for thinking that Allen and Mills 
were the names of a variety turn ; in fact, 
they are two of the most practical men in 
building science to-day, but what none 
had suspected was a remarkable gift for 
bringing their subject to life and a natural 
bent for cross-talk which held the packed 
audience for nearly five hours. Science 
is not a subject usually associated with 
humour, but Messrs. Allen and MiAills 
changed all that, without for one moment 
or in a single comment descending to the 
cheaply farcical. 

Perhaps the biggest tribute was the 
very high standard of discussion which 
followed the synopsis of the paper. The 
sole regret must be that the architects 


had it all their own way and that if manu- 
facturers were present, none spoke to 
refute the candid comments made by 
lecturers and other speakers on the 
deficiencies of production and, worse, of 
imagination to which attention was drawn. 
Mr. Aslin summed up the general opinion 
when he told the authors, in -a vote of 
thanks, that the paper was the most 
successful ever given at a RIBA conference. 


THE GARDEN 


‘Torre ABBEY was also the scene of the 
garden party held in the afternoon, when 
the Mayor and Mayoress and the Deputy 
Mayor and Mayoress received the guests. 
The attractive grounds were much enjoyed 
and if the ladies were dressed more for 
winter than for sunshine, that was clearly 
the fault of the English summer. It was 
a particular pleasure to see three American 
architects and their wives—Mr. and Mrs. 
John Stetson, Mr. and Mrs. Ross Gordon 
Montgomery and Mr. and Mrs. William 
M. Bray. Music was discoursed by a 


PARTY 


American perforated bricks with a glazed 
surface, used by Saarinen at the General 
Motors plant, Detroit. Some of the 
bricks are on a 4-in. module, 3 courses 
equalling 8 in. with a thin joint. 


An American manganese spot finished 


building block. 


F 
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The platform party at the Inaugural Session at Torre Abbey. 
W. A. Allen, the President, C. D. Spragg, 
The Mayor (Ald. P. T. Read), V. Salisbury and E. Narracott. 


From the left : 


band which strategically though unneces- 
sarily planted itself in the tea tent. 

In the evening the Conference were the 
guests of the Mayor and Corporation at a 
reception at the Town Hall, dancing, 
supper and some very competent adagio 





The President and Mrs. Robertson at the 
Garden Party. 


dancing being ° order of things. Pre- 
viously had come some of the informal 
dinner parties which are always a pleasant 
feature of conferences. 


THE TOURS 


ON FRIDAY many went on one or other 
of the tours. 'T'wo whole-day tours were 
arranged—to Dartmoor and Plymouth, 
and to Moretonhampstead and Drew- 
steignton, but there were comparatively 
few takers for these, members preferring 
the second session of the paper in the 
morning and the half-day tour. The in- 
evitable late night beforehand made 
popular those visits which required an 
absolute minimum of getting out of the 
coach. 'That to ‘Totnes and Dartmouth 
proved an admirable sample, taking in 
Kingsbridge and Torcross on the way, 
and permitting those who were so in- 
clined to sleep comfortably in the coach. 
Mr. D. G. A. Moody proved an admirably 
tactful guide. 

Others again preferred to roam through 
Torquay itself and to marvel at the kind 
of municipal mind that could even con- 
sider filling in the lovely little inner 
harbour which comes right into the town 
for (yes, you’ve guessed right) a car park. 
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If space is needed for a park, then there 
is much to be said for demolishing the 
Pavilion "Theatre and by so doing not 
only providing the required space but 
elso opening up a view to the sea. But we, 
of course, do not own the Pavilion. 

While on the subject of Torquay, how 
greatly the town gains by colour! An 
innovation which earns high marks are the 
brightly coloured deck chairs which add 
much to the promenade running round the 
Bay. Something could also be done to 
heighten the very Italian impression given 
to the town were some of the higher 
terraces of buildings washed with colour. 
One hopes that the municipality may turn 
its attention to this. 


THE CONFERENCE DINNER 


THE CONFERENCE came to its official 
close with the dinner held in the Palace 
Hotel. Mr. Robertson and Mr. Salisbury 





Mr. and Mrs. E. Narracott (left) with 
Mr. E. D. Fefferiss Mathews. 


with their wives received guests. Dinner 
was up to the Palace standard, and the 
speeches with one exception excellent. 
The President again demonstrated his 
knack of getting serious topics off his 
chest with a nice brand of humour; the 
Bishop of Truro spoke in the dry, kindly 
manner which so many of our Bishops 
so fortunately possess, and Mr. Conolly 
toasted the guests charmingly, leaving 
everyone happy. The Lord Mayor of 
Plymouth spoke for longer than perhaps 
the occasion demanded, but at least it 
gave time to admire his remarkable chain 
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The Garden Party at Torre Abbey on May 27. The Mayor 
and Mayoress and the Deputy Mayor and Mayoress (Mr. and 
Mrs. W. H. White) receive their guests. 


of office which has descended from Sir 
Francis Drake. 

Next morning home, with pleasant 
memories of an occasion at once profitable 
and enjoyable. 'To all those, at head- 
quarters and in Torquay, who worked 
hard for our enjoyment (among them Mr. 
Edward Narracott and his committees 
for their imagination and staff work ; the 
authors of the informative and splendidly 
produced handbook; the arrangers of the 
exhibition ; the Mayor and his secretary, 
and Mr. Horace Williams, RIBA Chief 
Clerk and his staff) we offer our thanks: 
they and Messrs. Allen and Mills splen- 
didly combined to make a Conference 
that truly is memorable. Mr. Robertson’s 
swan song as President has ended on top C! 


The Inaugural Session 


'HE British Architects’ Conference 
opened at ‘Torre Abbey, Torquay, 
on Thursday morning, May 27, with the 
president, Mr. Howard M. Robertson, 
ARA, in the chair, when the Mayor of 
Torquay, Ald. Phillip Read, MBE, officially 
welcomed the members. Mr. RoseErts0% 
then gave the inaugural address. 

The subject of trades union representa- 
tion for architects was the latest vital 
question put before the RIBA Council, 
said the President, who added : “‘ Here we 
have had the benefit of a good deal of 
advice from external quarters, some of it 
ill-founded and some so _ contradictory 
that it has cancelled out. What we must 
always keep in front of us is that the well- 





Mr. and Mrs. #. Stetson (USA) with 
Professor L. Wilkinson (Sydney, NSW). 
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being of architects and architecture lies 
mainly in our skill and competence in 
performance. It is in public apprecia- 
tion, based on that good performance, 
that our real future lies. 

“ Success in achieving the best possible 
working conditions and status is to be 
sought, but not at the expense of a whole- 
hearted and increasing attempt to improve 
both our architectural education and our 
performance in practice, so as to be fully 
worthy of our clients’ confidence. There 
is no other road to the eventual status of a 
profession than the respect in which its 
members, individually and collectively, 
are held.”’ 

The President concluded : ‘‘ Whatever 
political or social action the Institute 
decides to take, we must avoid at all 
costs any damage to the status of architects 
as men and women following an exact 
calling in which none but the highest 
possible standards are acceptable.” 

Mr. VyvYAN SALISBURY, President of the 
Devon and Cornwall Society of Archi- 
tects, expressed the conference’s thanks 
to the President. 


MATERIALS AND 
TECH NIQUES 


Discussion on Conference Paper 


FoLLowING the presidential address, 
Mr. William Allen, ARIBA (chief archi- 
tect, Building Research Station), and Mr. 
Edward D. Mills, FRIBA, summarised 
their joint paper on ‘“ Materials and 
Techniques ’’ (reprinted in our last issue) 
and showed slides. ‘Their paper was 
then discussed over the remainder of the 
session and also again next morning. 

Mr. Howarp Loss referred to the use 
of pulverised fuel ash for brickmaking and 
said that clients of his had been making 
and testing such bricks for 20 years. Not 
only had such bricks a_ considerable 
contribution to make to the current short- 
age of the clay product but helped to solve 
the problem of disposal of the ash. 

Mr. T. Ceci. Howitt referred to three 
special problems arising from modern 
conditions. First, he said, we must build 
dry and cut down the immense amount 
of water that went into the construction of 





Mr. and Mrs. Howard Lobb (left) with Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Gollins. 
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the modern building. Next, the building 
units used must be handleable ; people 
should not be left to struggle with heavy 
blocks ; nothing was more _ handleable 
than a brick. Lastly, some way must be 
found in the assembling and finishing of 
buildings to avoid running into trouble 
with acoustics. 

Mr. J. LEwis WoMERSLEY said that in 
the past there had been insufficient colla- 
boration between the researcher and the 
architect. It was some solace, when one 
had an occasional failure, to learn from the 
paper that we had the hardest climate in 
the world to cope with. He suggested 
that it might be useful for architects to 
forget for a while the photographs of 
buildings at home and abroad and come 
back to further consideration of con- 
structional first principles. The alterna- 
tive to brick had not yet arrived, and he 
was the more excited at the new examples 
of block they had been shown. But 
clearly before these could be put on the 
market here there would have to be some 
expression of demand. 

Mr. ALLEN (who had previously shown 
an American type of perforated brick used 
by Saarinen at the General Motors’ plant 
in Detroit and also a hollow building 
block, also of American origin, with a spot 
manganese finished face) commented that 
he thought that was the manufacturers’ 
responsibility ; they should develop a good 
product and put it on the market in the 
right quantity and at the right time. 

Mr. MILts suggested that the BRS 
should set up a Success Department at the 
Station to which architects could report 
successful developments for general use. 

To Mr. CLIFFORD CULPIN, who referred 
to the failure of forms of rendering, Mr. 
MILs replied that the reason for many 
failures in the UK was that there was a 
bad habit of rendering over any old thing, 
that added to the bad climate. A proper 
backing was essential. 

Mr. LessLiE WATSON thought it was 
essential that manufacturers should tell 
architects what a material would not do 
as well as what it would. Could not, he 
asked, the BRS mention trade names in 
their literature as well as the general 
chemical description? We were getting 
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into the habit, he said, of using materials 
which looked all right when the building 
was handed over but which might look 
like nothing on earth in ten or twenty 
years’ time. 

Replying to this, Mr. ALLEN said that 
the libel laws made things so difficult for 
those who wished to be objective. If the 
courts could give more weight to the 
value of fair comment, that would be 
helpful; at present they seemed more 
anxious to preserve people’s livelihoods. 
Inquirers to the Station might possibly 
get more information over the telephone 
than by letter. Mr. MILts said that the 
general quality of the technical material 
put out by manufacturers was deplorably 
low. He envied the catalogues put out in 
the States ; they were objective and help- 
ful. Our manufacturers must improve 
not only their products but their litera- 
ture. 

Mr. S. Morrisson thought that only 
by using materials in relation to our 
climate should we stand any chance of 
getting a national architecture, a thing 
which he was old-fashioned enough to 
believe could be a proper thing. 

Mr. JOHN STETSON (Florida, USA) 
thought architects would do a good thing 
if they could help to control the smoke 
nuisance. Pittsburgh had cleaned up its 
air and its rivers within two years by 
using controls. He mentioned an Ameri- 
can product ‘“‘ Masterplate,’’ which was 
excellent for factory floors and also praised 
the packet brick system by which bricks 
could be delivered to the site. Breakages 
by this means had been reduced to one- 
tenth of one per cent., as against anything 
up to 20 per cent. by truck delivery. 

Mr. Eric AMBROSE said that he had 
long been campaigning for technical 
information to be issued on postcards for 
easy filing and reference. 

In reply, Mr. Mirzis asked whether 
there was any possibility of advertising 
managers putting pressure on advertisers 
to publish information that was more 
factual and iess of a blurb. 

Mr. L. C. Howitt, after referring to the 
City of Manchester smokeless zone, said 
that the Manchester Sanitary Inspector 
had told him that smokeless fuels had a 





Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Aslin (left) with Mr. and Mrs. #. L. 


Womersley. 
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Mr. Alex. Steele (centre) with Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Yerbury. 


detergent effect, so that when the rains 
came they washed down the buildings ! 
Mr. H. S. HowGrave-GRAHAM re- 
marked that, when first he came from 
South Africa, he found that few buildings 
had lived up to the reputation earned for 
them by illustrations. Impington Village 
Colony and some of Dudok’s work in 
Holland were exceptions. There was 
now a post-war tendency to have a tre- 
mendously stimulated interest in colour 
and texture, but these were not enough. 


FRIDAY’S DISCUSSION 


The discussion was continued on 
Friday morning, when Mr. C. MARDALL 
said that he thought our standard of 
technology was lower than in any other 
country; we must be more concerned 
with the quality of building, and here 
architects could do much to control that 
quality, for they got the quality they were 
prepared to accept. He wondered if it 
would be possible for, say, the Building 
Centre, in conjunction with the BRS and 
a panel of architects, to award certificates 
of merit to firms selling or launching a 
product. 

Mr. J. O’HANLon HuGues (Eire) 
quoted Hilaire Belloc’s remark to the 
AA in 1924 that physical science had a 
depressing effect on architecture. 

Mr. Howarp KELLY claimed that most 
buildings shown by the lecturers had been 
put up by architects who were representing 
clients not spending their own money. 
The new techniques demanded specialists 
in various directions, yet the RIBA scale 
of charges left the matter for discussion 
between the architect and his client. 
Could there not be some greater definition 
in the Scale on this matter ? 

Mr. G. L. GREAVES said that housing 
was the place where the greatest improve- 
ments were needed. Many alternative 
systems fell down on cost, and_ brick 
emerged still as the most satisfactory 
material. "The suggestion made by Mr. 
Allen that colour finishes should be put 
on bricks was valuable, but we should get 
into difficulties if colour were not well 
handled. 

Mr. Howarp Loss suggested that all 
architects should consider themselves 
as being part of development teams. 
Some manufacturers were responsive to a 
call for research, as was instanced by 
double glazing, where the claim had been 
made that it could pay for itself by the 
saving in heating. Pilkington’s had taken 
up the matter, and he (Mr. Lobb) would 
ask any architect who had experimented 
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with double windows to write to Messrs. 
Pilkington or himself and so co-operate 
in an effort to establish the degree of 
savings made. 

Mr. M. H. Cooke-YARBOROUGH sug- 
gested a new variation on an old saw: 
‘People who design glass schools 
shouldn’t drop bricks.”’ 


Mr. JacK BLACKBURN suggested that a 
solution to rendering problems lay in the 
use of the Scottish lime harl, which, he 
said, stuck fast to walling and never 
cracked. So far as plastering was con- 
cerned, cracking could be avoided by using 
vermiculite. In Inverness the plasterers 
liked it so much that they were prepared 
to put in vermiculite plaster for the 
same cost as gypsum. As for heating, 
why not use electricity ? 

Mr. ALLEN said that electricity was 
twice, if not three or four times, the cost 
of coal for heating. 

Mr. R. C. Bevan (BRS) said that the 
BRS would certainly be glad to hear of 
architects’ successes. Architects, he said, 
were once again making demands that the 
by-laws should once more be revised. 
Speaking on plasters, he said that there 
were a number of plasters on the market 
which used both vermiculite and gypsum, 
and so achieved lightness. 

Mr. ALEx STEELE thought there should 
be a return to old standards, especially in 
regard to bulk ; we seemed to be reducing 
bulk, and as we did new problems arose. 
He thought, also, we should look where 
we were going ; the end of local authority 
housing would come within seven years, 
and of the school programme in ten to 
fourteen. ‘Town planning would put an 
end to encroachment on agriculture. Where 
would the future of the architect’s pro- 
fession lie ? He suggested in hotels, 
cinemas, commercial buildings, etc. Were 
the new techniques going to be applicable 
to these, and should we not give more 
attention to that problem ? 

Mr. F. B. Poo.ey said that the way Mr. 
Donald Gibson, of Coventry, dealt with 
manufacturers’ claims was to suggest 
that they should forward them to the 
BRS for verification and then send him 
(Gibson) a copy of their reply. Many 
were seen no more! Revision of the by- 
laws had been mentioned. Could they 
not be so revised as to allow brickwork 
to play its proper part in stressing ? 

Mr. K. R. EMMETT said that there was 
an interesting alternative to traditional 
cladding or curtain walling in the shape 
of ‘‘ No-Fines.’’ At Smethwick they were 
building 11-storey flats in that material, 
and there was no doubt that it was very 
much cheaper than other systems. They 
expected to let the new flats at rentals 
equivalent to those asked for two-storey 
housing. A covering for the exposed 
aggregate was now being manufactured 
in the shape of slabs acting as permanent 
shuttering which would solve both the 
aesthetic and driven-rain problems. 

Mr. A. Potr said that he had been 
asked for his view on prestressed members 
at the Bryn Mawr factory. There had 
been no serious distortion of these, he 
said, but we must look upon our small 
prestressed members as being much more 
comparable to steel than to reinforced 
concrete and consider encasing them to 
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resist fire. As to vermiculite, no one 
should think that it couldn’t crack, by 
it nevertheless had great possibilities. 
Some American buildings on the Weg 
Coast had had their steelwork encased jn 
vermiculite plaster, and the savings jp 
dead load were remarkable. Generally. 
he thought, there was an enormous future 
for lightweight concrete. 

He would leave with Messrs. Allen 
and Mills (said Mr. Pott) the problem of 
mastics. It had been said that the main 
ingredient of this material was magic: 
anyway it seemed impossible for the 
architect to specify a mastic. ‘That was 
an unsatisfactory state of affairs which 
needed study. 

Mr. MILLs, replying, drew attention 
to the use by Saarinen at Detroit of 
extruded rubber and thought he was op 
the right lines. 


VOTES OF THANKS 


Mk. C. H. AsLIn (President-Elect), pro- 
posing a vote of thanks to the lecturers, 
said that their paper was the most success. 
ful ever given at a British Architects 
conference. The quality of the paper 
had been equalled by the technique of 
putting it over. He meant it as m 
criticism when he reminded them that 
there was a time when the BRS had been 
called a graveyard, for one had only to go 
there to be convinced that it was highly 
dangerous to build in any material at all! 
This paper showed how much things had 
changed. 

Seconding the vote of thanks, Mr. 
RICHARD SHEPPARD said that the problem 
which faced the profession was that of 
becoming sufficiently educated to be 
able to take advantage of the new tech- 
niques. We did not teach building science 
in our schools to a sufficient degree. The 
Architectural Science Board had drawn 
up a report on that subject during the war 
but he did not know what had happened 
to it. Not enough had been said about 
the matter of site management by the 
builder, and until we had got builders 
very much better trained, we should not 
get results. 

The vote of thanks was carried with 
acclamation, and Mr. ALLEN replied on his 
and Mr. Mills’s behalf. 


The Conference Dinner 


T the Conference dinner, attended bi 
over 300 at the Palace Hotel last 
Friday, the toast to the Borough of ‘Torqua} 
was proposed by Mr. Vyvyan SALISBURY, 





Mr. T. E. Scott (right) with Mr. and 
Mrs. George Mansell. 
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president of the Devon and Cornwall 
Society of Architects. He said that dur- 
ing preparations for the Conference they 
had come in close contact with the civic 
authorities and he expressed appreciation 
to them for the efficient way in which they 
dealt with everything. 

He felt that architecturally Torquay 
was a good example of informal develop- 
ment, because of the very delightful way 
it had been developed. His impression 
was that there had been no master mind 
in action all the time, but obviously the 
borough authorities must have given a 
great deal of thought all the way through 
to each step which was taken. 

He had heard a rumour that it was 
possible, to meet an urgent requirement, 
that the inner harbour might be filled in 
fora car park. As an outsider he could 
not help feeling it would be a very great 
mistake, and he could not but hope that 
another solution would be found. 

There was something awfully attractive 
about the little craft in the harbour, right 
beside the main street and the shops. We 
went to the Continent for that sort of 
thing, and we loved to see it on our own 
doorstep. 

Mr. SALIsBuRY thanked the editors of 
the various journals for the excellent write- 
ups they had given to the Conference. 
These had helped tremendously in the 
task of making the gathering successful. 
This year they had included some delight- 
ful photographs of the area, and some 
equally delightful descriptions. 

In reply to the toast, the Deputy Mayor 
of Torquay, CoUNCILLoR W. H. WHITE, 
expressed the honour felt by Torquay 
to receive the architects, and he hoped 
that the great profession would continue 
to maintain its splendid position in the 
national life. 

The Bishop of Truro, Dr. E. R. M. 

MorGan, proposed the toast of ‘‘ The 
Royal Institute of British Architects and 
its Allied Societies.” He referred to 
reading in bed the books he liked best, 
enabling him to wander through the fields 
of architecture, not with any professional 
knowledge, but rather with the mind of a 
child. It had helped him to realise the 
history behind such a noble profession. 
_ He often thought some modern build- 
ings, like so many damsels, looked as if 
they had had their eyebrows plucked, but 
even that was a form of beauty one learned 
to appreciate. 

THE PRESIDENT’S RESPONSE 

The reply was given by the president of 
the Royal Institute, Mr. Howarp 
ROBERTSON, who said: ‘‘ We have had a 
superb conference. The Devon and 
Cornwall Society has excelled itself, and 
the Allied Societies are the branches which 
keep the parent trunk alive. Every 
president of the RIBA comes to realise 
that very basic truth. It is to the Allied 
Societies we owe our strength and vitality. 
The Conference membership has been 
exceedingly sprightly, and spice has been 
provided by the presence at our meeting 
of three American architects, Mr. Stetson, 
Mr. Gray and Mr. Montgomery. From 
Australia has come Professor Wilkinson, 
and from 'lasmania we have Mr. Blythe. 
From Dublin we had a gentleman who this 
morning made his mark as a comic turn.”’ 
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Mr. Robertson paid tribute to Messrs. 
W. Allen and E. D. Mills, who had made 
history in conference with their paper on 
‘** Materials and T’echniques.’” The debt 
to them was absolutely incalculable. 

He expressed appreciation for the staff 
work carried out so effectively at RIBA 
headquarters, at the Devon and Cornwall 
Society, and by the Corporation of 
Torquay. It had assured the success of 
the Conference. With that appreciation 
he coupled an affectionate message of 
thanks to the Mayor and Mayoress of 
Torquay (Alderman and Mrs. P. T. 
Read) for their extraordinarily generous 
hospitality which completely “‘ made ’’ the 
first day. 

Mr. H. Conotiy, County Architect of 
Essex, proposed a toast to the guests. 
In it he exhorted them to use the services 
of an architect when they wanted a 
building, whether it was large or small. 
He also asked them to give the architect 
time to do the work and, within the limit 
of the budget, to give him a free hand. 


The Lord Mayor of Plymouth 
(ALDERMAN E. W. Perry) responded. 
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Among those present were: The Deputy Mayoress 
of Torquay (Mrs. W. H. White), Ald. E. W. Perry, 
Mrs. Howard Robertson, Mrs. Vyvyan Salisbury, Sir 
Percy Thomas, Mrs. M. Bryant, Mrs. E. R. M. Morgan, 
Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Aslin, E. D. Jefferiss Mathews, 
Professor Leslie Wilkinson, H. B. Kauntze, Mrs. 
Ramsay, E. Favell Furniss, Mr. and Mrs. T. Elved 
Williams, Mr. and Mrs. T. E. Scott, K. M. B. Cross, 
Pembroke Wicks, Mr. and Mrs. John Stetson, Mrs. 
Harold Conolly. 

Denis Poulton, Mr. and Mrs. C. E. M. Fillmore, 
Mr. and Mrs. G. B. Howcroft, Mr. and Mrs. R. W. 
Paine, Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Potter, L. R. Gower, Mr. 
and Mrs. W. H. Glen Dobie, Mr. and Mrs. W. A. P. 
Jack, R. O. Bond, Mr. and Mrs. F. Hamer Crossley, 
Mr. and Mrs. D. Booth, Mr. and Mrs. J. Nelson Mere- 
dith, Mr. and Mrs. H. Bennett, Mr. and Mrs. R. 
Dixon, Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Allen, Mr. and Mrs. I. M. 
Bellamy, E. L. Bird, J. T. Castle, Mr. and Mrs. HG. 
Coulter, Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Culpin, Mr. and Mrs. 
A. H. D. Dingle, Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Dod, Mr. and 
Mrs. R. E. Enthoven. 

Mrs. E. A. Ferriby, Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Fleet, Mr. 
and Mrs. P. M. Fraser, Mrs. R. A. Gerrard, Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Gollins, Mr. and Mrs. G. L. Greaves, R. D. 
Hammett, Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Howitt, Mr. and Mrs. 
C. Howitt, G. H. Jenkins, Mr. and Mrs. H. Kelly, I. M. 
Leslie, E. W. Lewis, Mr. and Mrs. H. V. Lobb, Mr. 
and Mrs. Cyril Mardall, Mr. and Mrs. E. Narracott, 
Mr. and Mrs. F. J. M. Ormrod, Mr. E. O’Shaughnessy 
and the Hon. Mrs. E. O’Shaughnessy. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. H. P. Pearn, A. Rankine, E. Ross, 
Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Rowe, H. J. Rowse, Mrs. D. Rowse, 
Mr. and Mrs. F. C. Saxon, R. Sheppard, J. R. Sheridan- 
Shedden, Miss J. Shufflebotham, C. D. Spragg, A. 
Steele, Mr. and Mrs. F.R. Steele, H. J. W. Stirling, 
L. F. Vanstone, H. J. Venning, Mr. and Mrs. r. 
Walls, Mr. and Mrs. L. K. Watson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bryan Westwood, H. R. Williams, Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Lewis Womersley, Mr. and Mrs. C. Wood, Mr. and 
Mrs. F. R. Yerbury. 





COMPETITION 


Assessor’s Award and Report in the Kirkcaldy Crematorium Scheme 


HE assessor, Dr. Ronald Bradbury, 
FRIBA, AMTPI, in the competition 
which has recently taken place in connec- 
tion with the erection of a Crematorium at 
Dunnikier Park, Kirkcaldy, has made the 
following award :— 


First—£300. Sanger and Rothwell, 


AA.RIBA, York Chambers, Yorkshire- 
street, Oldham. 
Second—£200. W. F. Howard, 


FRIBA, FRIAS, 103, Old Brompton- 
road, London, SW7. 


Third—f100. John A. Wells-Thorpe, 
ARIBA, c/o Laurence Gotch and Partners, 
21, Richmond Place, Brighton. 


The following authors were com- 
mended :—Lavender, ‘T'wentyman and 
Percy, 2, Waterloo-road, Wolverhampton ; 
John Peters, ARIBA, and Walter Scott, 
ARIBA, 40, Maria-street, Kirkcaldy ; and 
Mrs. Heather Shipman, ARIBA, and 
S. G. E. Shipman, ARIBA, ‘“‘ Arnsbrae,”’ 
Cambus, by Alloa. 


All the designs submitted are being 
exhibited in the Beveridge Hall, St. 
Brycedale-avenue, Kirkcaldy, until June 7, 
from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. daily. 

The following extracts are taken from 
the assessor’s report :— 

The Royal Burgh of Kirkcaldy, Fife, 
invited architects to submit designs in com- 
petition for the crematorium which it is 
proposed should be erected on a site in 
Dunnikier Park in the Burgh, and 237 designs 
were submitted. 

The site selected, which is almost level, 
is a very pleasantly wooded area in the south- 
western part of Dunnikier Park. The north- 
ern part of the site is reserved for a Garden of 
Remembrance to be developed as the second 
phase of the crematorium project, but com- 
petitors were reminded in the conditions that 
the crematorium buildings themselves should 
be sited and designed in such a way as to 
eh in”’ with the Garden of Remem- 


marry 
trance when the latter is developed. Many 


of the competitors ignored this important 
consideration. 

In the conditions of the competition, the 
promoters hoped that the crematorium would 
constitute a positive step forward in the 
design of this type of building. They there- 
fore suggested that ‘‘ the scheme should nct 
necessarily follow typical ecclesiastical prece- 
dents but rather that competitors should 
attempt to provide a dignified contemporary 
design fulfilling both the functional and the 
architectural requirements of the programme.”’ 

Almost three-quarters of the schemes 
submitted eliminated themselves in the initial 
review either because of glaring plan faults 
or because the architectural approach which 
their authors had adopted was entirely un- 
sympathetic or over-ambitious. The great 
failing amongst such schemes was that they 
did not constitute complete organically 
devised buildings. Despite the paragraph in 
the conditions quoted above, it was antici- 
pated that many competitors would submit 
‘*tightly planned” and quite orthodox 
solutions. The pendulum, however, seemed 
to have swung very much to the other extreme, 
for a very considerable number of the schemes 
were of a very wild and woolly character. 
Too often structural, financial and aesthetic 
considerations had been largely overlooked in 
the enthusiasm to be different. 

A further general criticism was that a 
monumental approach to the design had been 
adopted, much more suitable for an open site 
in an urban area than for that selected. 

Generally speaking, insufficient study had 
been given to the problems of circulation both 
by vehicles and pedestrians approaching and 
leaving the crematorium as well as in con- 
nection with the problems involved in the 
removal of the coffin from the hearse and its 
transportation within the building to the 
catafalque and beyond into the working parts. 

The design and positioning of the chimney 
for the cremation room obviously presented a 
difficulty which many competitors were unable 
to resolve satisfactorily. Some quite attrac- 
tive schemes were marred by the fact 
that the chimney stack formed the outstanding 
feature of the side of the building which 
would face visitors as they approached the 
crematorium. 
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SANGER & ROTHWELL, AA.RIBA 


THE AssEssoR comments as follows on the 
winning design : 

The scheme recommended for the First 
Premium (Messrs. Sanger and Rothwell) S 
is a very simple and straightforward solution 
of the problem imposed by the competition’s 
conditions, both in plan, section and general 
massing. It will, however, require certain 
minor amendments in detail before it can be 
regarded as wholly acceptable to the pro- 
moters. When such amendments are incor- 
porated the resultant crematorium, in the 








opinion of the assessor, will be a building — 

achieving a very high degree of working ray i 

efficiency and of an attractive architectural : 
character. 








Unlike many of the solutions submitted, 
the winning scheme possesses a simplicity 
and directness in plan which is immediately 





apparent. The general layout and positioning } Ske 
of the scheme on the site is moreover straight- ae 
forward and well-considered. The porte- , 

cochére and covered way at the main entrance my : 

are well handled and provide easy and direct teeth ——t ene en ae | 


access both for the coffin and mourners. ‘The 
separation of the office, waiting room and 
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Elevations of Winning Design. 


public lavatories from the main building is 
ingenious and has much to commend it. 
The siting of the Waiting Chapel is excellent, 
as is the position of the Book of Remembrance 
in the adequate, but not over-generous, en- 
trance hall. The chapel is attractively pro- 
portioned, and the opening out of the lower 
aisle-wall with a continuous range of windows 
to the garden will give the correct relationship 
between the garden and the interior of the 
chapel. The catafalque is well placed al- 
though further consideration will have to be 
given to the detailing of the organ and the 
means whereby the organist can keep in 
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Below : 


touch with the progress of the cortéze. The 
working parts of the building are very well- 
handled both in plan and section, despite the 
somewhat indirect method of approach from 
the entrance hall. 

Whilst the elevations are somewhat thin 
they are very pleasant. The general relation- 
ship between the various volumes of the 
building is good and the scheme is basically 
a quite simple one in mass consisting as 
it does of three main elements. The first 
comprises the covered way, entrance hall, 
waiting chapel, etc., at the front ; the second 
being the chapel itself, which with its pitched 


Sete 


Sections. 


roof dominates the composition ; whilst the 
third main element, with flat roofs, consists of 
the cremation room, committal chamber and 
other working parts of the building; the 
whole composition is happily tied together 
by the tower. The scheme is thus essentially 
a simple one, a quality all too seldom found 
in the other schemes submitted. Moreover, 
this simplicity is reflected in the competitor’s 
estimate of cost which, on checking, proves 
to be reasonable so that the promoters can be 
assured that the crematorium can be built 
well within the maximum figure of £63,500 
which they have had in mind. 
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Of this design the Assessor writes : 

The scheme awarded the second premium 
of £200 (by W. F. Howard) is somewhat 
complicated and expensive. It is extremely 
doubtful whether in fact it could be built 
for the sum which the promoters have sug- 
gested. This is due in part to the fact that 
the author has over-elaborated his plan 


DESIGN PLACED SECOND : BY W. F. HOWARD, FRIBA, FRIAS 
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Plan. Below: Elevations. 


particularly in regard to the attractive but 
expensive curved approach-wing. His chapel 
also, both in plan and section, is much more 
elaborate than that of the scheme placed first. 
However, the general arrangements are well 
worked out and the plan is direct with a 
simple ceremonial approach to the catafalque 
and beyond it into the committal chamber and 
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cremation room. Elevationally, very con- 


siderable thought has been given to the 
scheme by its author but, by comparison with 
the first design, it is perhaps over-ornate 
and not so fresh either in planning or general 
or architectural character. The author is, 
however, to be congratulated on a workman. 
like job. 
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Plan. Below : Elevations. 
very con- 
ven to the The Assessor comments on this design : of approach cf either of the others. The the mourners to enter the building. A check 
parison with The scheme awarded the third premium assessor was particularly impressed, however, of the estimate of cost submitted by the 
Over-ornate of £100 (by John A. Wells-Thorpe), is much with the chapel and the placing of the cata- author reveals that it would in fact, as in the 
g or general more elaborate in many ways than either of falque in the circular recess in which circular case of the second scheme, cost rather more 
author is, the schemes already described. Again, how- curtains would be used to screen it off from than the amount which the promoters have 
a workman- ever, it is a workmanlike effort particularly the congregation at the end of each service. had in mind. 


well-considered in its general massing and The third scheme suffers, however, like many ' awe 
elevational character. It suffers from over- of the others submitted, from the inadequacy COMMENDED DESIGNS 
complication and perhaps lacks the freshness of the arrangements for both the cortége and The three commended schemes each have 
serious faults, but they are well thought out 
and, if certain fundamental weaknesses are 
left out of consideration, each possesses many 
ettractive qualities. 
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“ THE BUTTERWALK” 
DARTMOUTH 


The Work of Repair 


“TINHE BUTTERWALK” at Dartmouth, 

a good example of  seventeenth- 
century architecture in South Devon, has 
been repaired and reconditioned by the 
owners, the Dartmouth Corporation, to plans 
by, and under the supervision of, Messrs. 
David Evelyn Nye and Partners, architects, 
of London, and was formally reopened on 
April 14. The Pilgrim Trust have given 
£3,000 towards the cost of the work. 

The site, originally part of the Dart estuary, 
was reclaimed early in the seventeenth 
century. The westernmost pair of houses 
was built in 1635, followed in 1640 by a 
second pair completing the existing group. 

After severe damage by bombing in 1943, 
the Ancient Monuments Department of the 
Ministry of Works prepared survey drawings 
and a detailed report on features of interest, 
together with some recommendations for 
repairs. The Department carefully removed 
and stored the valuable “Jesse” ceiling 
and secured other parts of the structure 
against collapse. Later, at the request of 
the Corporation, the Society for the Pro- 
tection of Ancient Buildings prepared a 
scheme for reconditioning the property and 
adapting it to present-day needs. This 
scheme, together with the Ancient Monu- 
ments Department’s recommendations, 
formed the basis of the work completed. 

The houses contain many interesting 
features, including carved granite fireplace 
surrounds and enriched plaster ceilings. 
The buildings were altered and “mod- 
ernised in the late eighteenth century 
or early nineteenth, when the mullioned 
and transomed windows which existed 
all along the street front were, with 
one exception, changed for sashes. At 
this same period some of the original 
framing timberwork was destroyed and other 
parts covered with plaster or slate hanging. 

The front has been reinstated much as it 
was earlier in this century and no attempt 
has been made to fake seventeenth-century 
features. However, great care has been taken 
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“ The Butterwalk’? as it is to-day. 










if ; N BLEY 
|| "4 (/ i \ 
= / 
+1 —' . 
ée ic wt | 
Fe \ ce * | =— 
HE ~OLD EXTERNAL ian 
DOOR & FRAME Ps 7 
i " Ps 
g , | = 
: ‘ . | Se 
° " 3 e* 
| 7; oo umn e 
i , | ACOLUMN aa fen “ 
1B : } 
st i YZ a  7e 
—— — A 
; 
eo 
No 12 No 1O No 8 No 6 
* e & ° ° ° e e ® e ° 





: ; ORIGINAL STRUCTURE PRIOR TO 1953 REPAIRS: By PARTS REMOVED DURING REPAIRS: ALTERATIONS 1953: 
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THE BUTTERWALK, DARTMOUTH. Seen above 
are repairs to roof (top), and repairs to floor timbers. The 
diagrams shown on this page are not to scale. 
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b) REPLACING A SINGLE DECAYED LATM WITH PLASTER 
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The “ Fesse’’ ceiling under repair. 


to continue the lines of mouldings and the 
outline of figures, so that the architectural 
composition does not suffer from ™“ gap- 
toothed ” effects. 

Much of the repair work entailed careful 
piecing up both of structural members and 
decorative features—rather a dentistry tech- 
nique—each part being treated individually. 
This called for ingenuity on the part of those 
responsible for the work and drew great 
interest and enthusiasm as well as the exer- 
cise of skill on the part of craftsmen in all 
trades. 

The west wall was in a dangerous con- 
dition and had to be rebuilt. Owing to the 
site being on old river silt, on the advice 
of the engineers of the Ministry of Works 
the rebuilt wall was founded on bored piles. 








Column cap before repair. 


Because of the great risk of fire and the 
number of fires in valuable old buildings 
recently which have been traced t- olow- 
lamps, these were not permitted in the 
building, any such work being done outside 
or in the yard. All old paint was stripped 
with the aid of chemical strippers, and 
special fire precautions were taken through- 
out the job on the advice of the local fire 
officer. 

The electrical installation is run in Pyro- 
tenax cable, both to reduce the amount of 
notching and cutting of old timbers and 
because it should be permanent and abso- 
luiely fireproof. 

All plumbing is in copper piping with 
friction-type fittings to avoid the use of 


blowlamps. 





Column cap after repair. 
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In carrying out the repairs, the oppo. 
tunity was taken to modernise the accop. 
modation and adapt it to suit present need 


without destroying old features 


interest. 


of an 


of the easternmost building is now th: 
Borough Museum. One room of the museyp 
is devoted to relics 
engineer who first built steam engines fy 
industrial use, and who was a native 
the town. Thus all rooms containing jn: 
portant features will be available for inspec. 
tion by anyone interested in them 
condition of a grant from the Ministry ¢ 
Works under the Ancient Moauments Ac: 
The two upper floors in each case forp 
maisonettes with all modern facilities, 

The quantity surveyor for the scheme wa 
Mr. F. H. Hall, FRICS, and the gener; 
contractors were P. W. Wilkins and Son; 
Ltd., Torquay. Following is a list of sub. 
contractors, suppliers and _ builders’ me. 
chants :— 

Pressure Piling Co. (Parent), Ltd., Torquay 
pressure piling; Trussed Concrete Steel Co 
Ltd., Hy-Rib reinforcement; Roberts Adlari 
and Co., Ltd., Croydon, slating; Drake anj 
Gorham (Contractors), Ltd., Plymouth, ele: 
trical installation; James Palmer and Son 
Ltd., Dartmouth, internal plumbing ani 
saaitary goods; John Hall and Sons (Bristo 
and London), Ltd., Bristol, 4, glazing 
Torquay Glass Works, leaded lights; South 
Western Gas Board, Paignton, gas installa: 
tion; Geo. Johnson, Ltd., lift; T. E. Kennari 
and Sons, Ltd., Newton Abbot, shop front 
and joinery; H.B.D. Floors, Ltd., Dawlish 
Accotile flooring; Beach Bros. (Dover), Ltd 
Exeter, wood block flooring. 

H. G. Middleton and Sons, Dartmouth 
purpose-made metal windows, handrails, etc. 
G. C. Harris, non-ferrous metalwork 
Nicholls and Clarke, Ltd., Newton Abbot 
ironmongery; Cotterell Bros., Ltd., Paignton 
ICI paints; W. G. Denning and Sons, Dart. 
mouth, haulage; F. J. Reeves and Fox 
Eliott, Ltd., Totnes, bricks, sand, etc.; Head 
and Co. (Torquay), Ltd., timber; W. A 
Hawke and Son, Ltd., Dartmouth, stoneware: 
drains, cement, etc.; Burn Bros. (London 
Ltd., cast-iron drains; Richardson ard 
Starling, Ltd., Winchester, Wykamol; Rem: 
wick. Wilton and Dobson, Ltd.. Torquaj 
Cuprinol; Pyrotenax, Ltd., electric cables. 





Carved figures repaired 


Four shops are provided on th 
grouad floor, the first fioor being occupie; 
in two cases as part of the shop accop. 
modation, while the whole of the first fig; 
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3, Dartmouth 
1andrails, etc. 
Merges DULWICH COLLEGE: NEW SCIENCE SCHOOL 
.td., Paignton 


d Sons, Dart: 
res and Fot Architects 
“age a AUSTIN VERNON, FRIBA, & RUSSELL G. D. VERNON, MBE, ARIBA 


th, stoneware 
os. (London 


hardson = ard 
vkamol,; Ren Associated Architect 


td. Torqua} VICTOR C. H. KNIGHT, ARIBA 
tric cables. 


Consulting Structural Engineer 
H. JOHN PATON, MIStructE 


Quantity Surveyor 
GRIMWADE & AINSLEY 


Builders 
W. J. MITCHELL & SON, LTD. 


General Foreman 
W. STOKES 


Clerk of Works 
W. E. FOWLES 


View from roof of new science school 
looking towards the south block of 
the college. 
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Ground-floor plan. 
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View from school gardens. 


HESE school buildings suffered severely from 
enemy action during the war; half of the old 
science block was demolished, and owing to the greatly 
increased number of boys in the school the governors 
decided that a much larger science school was needed. 
The present building has nine laboratories, two large 
lecture rooms to seat 60 each, a library, photographic 
rooms, masters’ common rooms, store rooms, electrical 
and engineers’ rooms. 

The building was designed with a reinforced con- 
crete frame, floors, roof, with red facing bricks, a 
precast stone coping, and plinth of Cornish granite 
brushed to expose the aggregate. "The RC frame was 
treated with silver-grey Tyrolean finish. 

Special universal section metal windows and pressed 
steel frames and mullions were used with the panel 
at first-floor level finished in pearl grey vitrolite. 

The internal fittings for the laboratories, lecture 
rooms and library were all designed specially by the 
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architects in conjunction with the respective science 
masters. Heating is provided from the central boiler- 
house of the school. "The teaching rooms have low- 
temperature heating panels in the ceiling which were 
carefully set out with the tentest panels, supported on 
aluminium “T”’ section strips hung from the roof 
and first-floor slabs to improve the sound and thermal 
insulation and conceal the numerous services. 
Each bench was provided with gas, water, drainage, 
and AC and DC electric current. Ducts for warm 
air to be blown into the rooms to compensate for the 
extraction rate due to the exhausting from fume 
cupboards, were also included. All these services 
have been concealed. 

The electrical system was designed to the masters’ 
requirements with both AC and DC outlets for experi- 
mental purposes with varying DC voltages from 6V 
to 30V, which could be selected by the master in each 
room for each bench. 


View in north court looking 
east. 
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Typical classroom. 


The pressure of water from all taps in the building 
was required to be great enough to work filter pumps, 
and in order to obtain this pressure a booster pump 
had to be provided. Following is a list of sub- 
contractors: 


Heating, conditioning and fume extractions, Gusterson 
Heating Co., Ltd. ; electrical work, Barlow and Young, 
Ltd. ; gas installation, South-Eastern Gas Board ; benches, 
fittings, fume cupboards, etc., D. Burkle and Son, Ltd. ; 
sanitary fittings, John Bolding and Son, Ltd. ; plumbing, 
Dent and Hellyer Sanitation, Ltd.; plastering, W. A. 
Tellings, Ltd.; tyrolean finish, Guntex, Ltd.; asphalt 
roof and floors, General Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; precast stone- 


June 


work, F. Bradford and Co., Ltd. ; windows, Williams and 
Williams, Ltd.; doors, Rippers, Ltd.; glazing, Leay 
Glazing Service, Ltd. ; ironmongery, grilles, etc., Comyn 
Ching and Co. (London), Ltd. ; stone paving, Benfield, 
Ltd. 

Granolithic paving, Plastona, Ltd.; tile floors, Carter 
and Co., London, Ltd.; roof insulation, Celcon, Ltd. ; 
iron railings, Shinkfield ; paropa flat roof tiling, Frazzi, 
Ltd. ; blinds, J. Avery and Co., Ltd.; fire appliances, 
General Fire Appliance Co., Ltd. ; lightning conductors, 
J. W. Gray and Son, Ltd. ; suspended ceilings, Tentest 
Fibre Board Co., Ltd. ; slate cills, Bow Slate and Enamel 
Co. ; light fittings, Troughton and Young, Ltd. ; garden 
work, Knowles and Weller, Ltd. 


DULWICH COLLEGE : NEW SCIENCE SCHOOL 


Main entrance hall and 
staircase. 


1954 
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Nineteenth-Century Architects & Architecture 
A TALK BY MR. JOHN BRANDON JONES 


_ architects of the nineteenth 
century were recalled and their 
work discussed in a lecture given by Mr. 
JoHN BRANDON Jones, ARIBA, at the 
Building Centre, Store-street, London, 
WC1, on May 4. 

Illustrating his remarks throughout 
with the lantern slides, the lecturer said 
that at the beginning of the nineteenth 
century the work of Sir John Soane still 
showed the effect of the classical tradition. 
It was still symmetrical, but people who 
did not care for the classic tradition looked 
at some buildings and objected that they 
were not true. As an example, Mr. Jones 
illustrated a building in which there were 
blank windows to balance real ones. It 
was symmetrical on the face of it, but the 
outside did not correspond with the inside. 
That was the sort of thing that Pugin, and 
afterwards Ruskin, got hold of to say that 
classic architecture was a sham. But 
houses like Walpole’s at Strawberry Hill 
were just as much sham. "The classic 
tradition went on all through the 
century. 

Sir Charles Barry was a first-rate archi- 
tect. He was a very good planner and 
did not mind what style he worked in if 
the building was a good one. He made a 
first-rate job of a house in Kensington 
Palace-gardens. His buildings, whether 
Gothic or classic, were full of imagination. 

Showing an illustration of a drawing- 


room by Barry, Mr. Jones said that plaster- 
board had been put over the elaborate 


ceiling, and the columns had _ been 
bleached. These changes rather spoiled 
the effect, but the beautiful proportions of 
the room remained. 

A picture of the Red House (Philip 
Webb, 1859-60) was shown. ‘The lec- 
turer said this house was regarded as 
revolutionary by authorities on modern 
architecture ; but it was perfectly clear 
that the Red House architecture descended 
from the work of Street. William Morris 
had been a pupil of Street’s and learned a 
great deal from him. ‘The house also 
owed much to Butterfield whose buildings 
were studied and sketched by Webb. 


THE TEACHING OF RUSKIN 


Morris eventually decided to devote 
himself to craft rather than architecture. 
Both he and Webb were immensely 
impressed by the teaching of Ruskin who 
was lecturing at Oxford while they were 
working there in Street’s office. "They 
attended the lectures and read Ruskin’s 
books. hey studied nature, and the 
conventionalisation they did in_ their 
designing was based on nature. "They 
did Rot copy conventionalisation from 
medieval architecture. Other people of 
their period went religiously round cathe- 
drals and other Gothic buildings jotting 
down little bits to be used as occasion 
arose. But such a collection of bits 
transplanted from somewhere else did 
not fit in : in such work there was not the 
life that there was in that of Morris and 
| Webb. Webb’s houses were often built 
‘ ‘on sites that had been previously inhabited, 


and he liked to preserve parts of the old 
building if he could do so. He went to 
the site where he had decided to put a 
house and sketched the view. He was 
interested in what would be seen from the 
windows, interested in the people who 
would live in the house. He was not 
interested in people passing by, so he 
did not make a sketch of the house he 
proposed to build. He developed the 
use of local materials at a time when 
almost nobody else was using them. 

George Devey, said Mr. Jones, was a 
little older than Webb. Before becoming 
an architect he was a painter in water 
colours. At that time the owners of 
Penshurst were rebuilding, and the young 
artist offered his help. The help was 
accepted, and a lot of work since measured 
by students as genuine antique was really 
Devey’s. By working on old buildings he 
learned more than the people who studied 
books. He was probably the first of the 
Gothic architects to realise that small 
houses had been built in the real Gothic 
times. A small house by Devey was not a 
castle or guildhall on a reduced scale. 
He paved the way for what Norman Shaw 
did afterwards. He had not yet been 
discovered by any of the German experts 
who came over here to study British 
architecture, but he was architect-in-chief 
to the Rothschild family and he built 
a Hunting Lodge in Scotland for Princess 
Louise. Voysey was his assistant and 
learned much from him. 


“FULL OF IDEAS” 


Showing further examples of Webb’s 
work, Mr. Jones said the essential thing 
was to remember how Morris, Burne- 
Jones and Rossetti all worked together. 
As young men they met in Oxford and 
they remained close friends. All the 
early Morris furniture was designed by 
Webb, and it was due to his influence 
that the firm was able to carry on. Rossetti 
and the others were full of ideas, but they 
were hopeless in the way of getting things 
out to time. 

Showing a house at Hampstead de- 
signed by Norman Shaw for himself 
about 1875, the lecturer said that after 
leaving Street’s Shaw did rather well, 
became an Associate of the Royal 
Academy, and built houses for half a 
dozen other RAs. Norman Shaw had 
a genius for teaching and for knowing a 
capable youngster when he saw one. 
Many architects who later became famous 
spent their early years with Shaw, 
Lethaby or Ernest Newton. 

Houses by Voysey and Lethaby were 
shown. Goodhart-Rendel said that Leth- 
aby and his school tended to design 
buildings to suit craftsmen rather than to 
suit the inhabitants. "That was nonsense 
but they did take an interest in the crafts- 
men. Voysey had been called a pioneer 
of the modern movement but he regarded 
himself as a humble disciple of Pugin. 

‘The moral of his lecture, said Mr. 
Jones, was that we should not look on 
Victorian architecture as a joke. Right 
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through the nineteenth century there 
were able and serious-minded architects. 
Their work was mostly to build country 
houses in rather inaccessible places. No- 
body now knew anything about them and 
they were being pulled down one after 
another. If it was proposed to demolish 
a house dated 1700 and something there 
were people who kicked up a fuss. A 
fearful lot of awful rubbish dating from 
the eighteénth century was being pre- 
served while first-class building of the 
nineteenth century was allowed to sink. 
He appealed to people to keep their eyes 
open and try to arouse an interest in 
Victorian architecture. 


THE RURAL LANDSCAPE 


“No Revolutionary Changes” Fore. 
seen as Result of Agricultural Policy 


NOTHING revolutionary was happening 
“™“ to the British landscape as a result of 
agricultural policy and trends, Dr. G. P. 
WIBBERLEY, BSc, MS, PhD, told a meeting 
of the Institute of Landscape Architects, 
held in London recently. Hedges were 
not being grubbed up in a wholesale manner, 
copses and single trees slashed, farm 
boundaries drastically changed or hundreds 
of entirely new farmsteads being built. 
Rather did the greater variety and vividness 
of the landscape reflect its greater produc- 
tivity and the tractor, motor car and lorry 
represented the greater mobility and the 
increased choice in their life of the people 
who looked after this large “garden” of 
ours. 

Dr. Wibberley, who was talking on “ The 
Effect of Agricultural Policy in the Rural 
Landscape,” referred to the question of the 
* selected ” village. He said that it was clear 
that both agricultural and social trends lent 
force to the arguments of those who believed 
that realistic rural planning in Britain 
involved the choice and build-up of those 
major villages which acted or would act in 
the future as more or less complete social 
entities, whether within the settlement itself 
or as a nucleus of a group of settlements. 
The siting and numbers of new rural houses 
—mostly council provided—were the key to 
the situation as the policies of other statu- 
tory bodies who were charged with supply- 
ing rural needs in education, electricity and 
gas supply, medical care and so on inevit- 
ably tended to follow and be affected by 
the policy of housing authorities. 

The acceptance of the idea of the selected 
village did not mean that many of the 
smaller settlements necessarily had no future. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. 
There would always be a proportion of 
agricultural workers who would have to live 
in small outlying settlements, and the need 
for this varied considerably between differ- 
ent parts of the country. Furthermore, when 
these settlements were near a large town, 
they often made most acceptable rural 
retreats for the more mobile city workers 
who were prepared to accept sometimes more 
primitive living conditions for the pleasure 
of living away from town and who helped 
to provide that balance of population which 
was destroyed with the disintegration of the 
old rural social order. 

The acceptance of the idea of the selected 
village did mean, however, that they should 
have priority so far as the spending of public 
money was concerned, and it did mean that 
they should be developed in accordance with 
some sort of plan or policy. 
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THE FAMILY AND 


THAT the time had come when a halt 
should be called to the great exodus 
from our old towns and cities to the new 
estates and New Towns, was the main con- 
clusion drawn by Mr. MICHAEL YOUNG, 
BSc, in a paper on “The Family,” in the 
series “ The Planners and the Planned,” at a 
meeting of the Town Planning Institute, held 
at the Livingstone Hall, Westminster, 
recently. The president, Sir William 
Holford, FRIBA, was in the chair. 

Mr. Young thought all would agree that 
a primary purpose of planning was to main- 
tain, svnport and strengthen family life, and 
thougi. he had some criticisms to make of 
the authurities for the types of houses they 
built—which were for a static, untrue-to-life 
“formula” family which they had invented 
—he was mainly concerned not about the 
sizes of houses but about their location. 
With this in mind he drew a distinction 
between two meanings of the word “ family.” 
For this purpose he borrowed from 
anthropology the terms “immediate family ” 
and “extended family.” The immediate 
family was the grouping of parents and their 
children. The extended family was the 
wider family, including not only the parents 
and their children but also grandmothers and 
grandfathers, uncles and aunts, and all the 
other relatives. 

The speaker went on to explain at length 
the reality of the “‘extended family ” in this 
country to-day, especially among _ the 
working classes, and its value to the com- 
munity as an agency of mutual aid. Present 
housing policy, with its emphasis on new 
estates and New Towns, beyond the old 
towns and cities, was breaking up the 
extended family because, generally speaking, 
it was only the young married couples who 
moved into such new houses. 

We take the following extracts from Mr. 
Young’s further remarks: 

The charge has often been made that the 
Welfare State has undermined, is under- 
mining and will undermine, the family. In 
general, I think this is a pack of nonsense. 
But in one particular I think the charge is 
justified. Housing is part of the Welfare 
State, and if by family you mean the 
extended family, then housing policy has 
undermined, and is still undermining, the 
family. This is a serious charge, and I do 
not want to overdo it. I do not think, and 
I do not want to pretend to think, that 
housing policy is alone responsible for divi- 
sions within the family. Far from it. The 
accelerating pace of social change itself 
creates barriers between old and young. The 
future comes more quickly these days, and 
to the ever-emerging present, with its grow- 
ing difference from the past, the young can 
adapt themselves because they are young 
and the old cannot because they are old. 
But some changes can be controlled, and 
others cannot, and housing policy is one 
of those that can be. It is all the more 
guilty for that. 


CAN WE CALL A HALT? 


It would be irresponsible in the extreme 
to make such a grave charge if there were 
no alternative for existing policy. Is there 
an alternative? Should a halt be called, can 
a halt be called, to the great exodus from 
our cities? To answer this question is to 
trespass on a subject outside my province, 
but I am in duty bound at least to outline 
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“The Planners and the Planned’’ 


HOUSING POLICY 


a possible answer, since I have made the 
charge. In my own opinion, the answer is 
Mes. 

But let me make it quite clear at the out- 
set that I do not want to force anyone to 
remain in a city who does not want to 
remain in it, family or no family. Heaven 
forbid that housing administrators should 
make it part of their duty to compel sons 
who do not get on with their fathers, or 
daughters who have quarrelled with their 
mothers-in-law, to remain near to them. If 
they did this they would be adding to family 
discord and condemning people to unneces- 
sary suffering. It would clearly be just as 
wrong to compel people who don’t like their 
relatives to live close to them as it is wrong 
to compel people who do like their relatives 
to move far away from them. 

What I want is a greater range of choice 
so that people can have more alternatives 
to choose from. In practice, this means 
building more new houses and flats inside, 
instead of outside, the city, and recondition- 
ing more old houses as well—in short, a 
great programme of urban reconstruction. 
First, new houses. At present the young 
married couple who want to live in a house, 
not a flat, usually have to migrate to a new 
estate on the edge of the city. There are 
hardly any new houses inside the city, and 
the old ones are either antiquated or occu- 
pied. My belief is that most of the young 
couples who go to the estates don’t go 
because they like the estates: they don’t, 
but because they like the houses, and if 
they could get the houses without the estates 
they would jump for joy. They would like 
the houses inside the cities. 


THE LANSBURY EXAMPLE 


Fortunately, this is not entirely theoretical. 
The London County Council has led the 
way with a fine example of what can be 
done. At Lansbury, in Poplar, they have, 
as you all know, built a community con- 
sisting of houses as well as flats, and Mrs. 
Ruth Glass, in an important contribution to 
the April issue of the Town Planning 
Review, has shown how successful, on the 
whole, this experiment has been. Why 
should not other Lansburys be pushed for- 
ward in London and other cities, pushed 
forward if necessary in preference to more 
estates and larger New Towns? And why 
should they not include plenty of houses? 
Because there is not enough space? 

Naturally, space sets a limit to what can 
be done. But the amount of space depends 
not only on nature but on man. It is partly 
a question of policy. Is it right to sterilise 
land and stop houses being built upon it 
because it has been set aside for green belts 
and playing fields which most people would 
probably rather do without if it means that 
fewer houses will be built locally? Is it 
right to zone so much land for factories on 
which no manufacturer may ever want to 
build? And must we really say goodbye 
to the flatted factory which seems so sen- 
sible because few people who object to 
living in the air would object to working 
in it? 

If local authorities would revise their plans 
with a view to building more houses of 
different sizes inside the cities, without 
grievous sacrifice of open space, they would, 
I expect, be surprised at how many they 
could accommodate; and if they were plea- 
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santly surprised, I believe their citizens 
would be even more so. Not that only 
houses are needed—there is room, tcp, for 
flats for single persons and couples without 
children—but if the young families are to 
be satisfied, and their needs rightly have 
priority, houses are required more than any. 
thing else. 


MAKING THE OLD NEW 


The second need is to recondition old 
houses. Many people have no objection to 
old houses as such, and some prefer them 
because they consider them more homely, 
more quaint or more beautiful. What js 
wrong with them is that the roofs leak, and 
the windows won’t open, and they haven't 
got bathrooms and lavatories and sinks. [p 
some cases those things can be put right, 
Here Birmingham has led the way with its 
grand scheme for redeveloping the central 
areas. What Birmingham has done, other 
cities can also do. They too can acquire, 
repair and modernise old houses, and they 
will certainly need to own more of them if 
they are to solve the decanting problem 
which would become so acute if urban 
reconstruction were more determined, It 
is lunacy to pull down old houses just 
because they are old. The best town is one 
which contains both old and young—houses, 
I mean, as well as people. Britain is a 
country with a history. Ought we not to 
preserve that history as it is embodied in 
buildings that can still serve a useful pur- 
pose? 

If urban reconstruction became mor 
determined, then more extended families 
would be preserved, and that, as you will 
have gathered, is what I am after. But, 
however determined it becomes, it will still 
be necessary to build some houses outside 
the cities, if only for the people who would 
rather live in the country. All] I can say 
on this point is that I hope it may be made 
possible for people to move together if they 
wish to. At present two sisters with their 
families and a grandmother may be on the 
same housing list, and all want to move 
together to the same estate, and yet they 
cannot do it because each has a different 
points rating and so each gets rehoused at 
a different time and maybe in a different 
place. One goes to the Paradise Estate, and 
the other to Purgatory. 


FLEXIBILITY NEEDED 


What is needed here is more flexibility in 
the points system, so that when members 
of an extended family wish to stay together, 
and have anything like the same number of 
points, they should be moved as a group. 
It would save endless trouble in the long 
run, would not, I think, be objected to as 
unreasonable by other people on the lists, 
and would be a further demonstration of 
the humanity which is so great an asset of 
many housing departments. One last word 
—when people do move, must they b 
squeezed into a house which fits them like 
a glove at the moment they move, and 
probably never again? Could we not have 
more spare bedrooms? They are sometimes 


required more than ever after a migration, 0 
that Mum can come and stay, and Gran, f 


and Auntie and the friend from school. 
No doubt this is all very naive, and | 
have, in my ignorance, overlooked all sorts 
of things which the experts will spot. I have 
been appealing for the extended family, and 
have, I dare say, exaggerated a bit in doing 
so. I realise, of course, that housing and 
town planning cannot devote itself entirely 
to the family, of this or any other sot 
There are many other considerations to take 
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into account—such as the cost of building, 
the needs of agriculture and the needs of 
industry—but whatever else is considered I 
think we would a]l wish to try and do what 
people want, and one thing they want is to 
preserve the family. 

To sum up: I began by asking a question 
about the purpose of planning and suggesting 
that one purpose, at least, is to support the 
basic social institution. This does not take 
us very much farther unless we know what 
the family is, and here I appealed for a 
dynamic conception of it as something that 
embraces households of different sizes, and 
families of different kinds. I then brought 
forward some of the evidence available 
about the functions of the extended family in 
the working class, and concluded that if this 
sort of family is to be maintained it will 
mean a considerable shift in the emphasis 
of housing policy. . Would it not be worth 
while? Would it not be worth while to do 
what we can to preserve an institution to 
which the whole of mankind—to which all 
of us belong? 


DISCUSSION 


Mr. W. T. FISKE, chairman of the LCC 
Town Planning Committee, said it was not 
true that in “ overspill” areas only two- to 
three-bedroom houses were being built. He 
had been looking at some figures supplied to 
him and he had come to the conclusion that 
it might have been true for the immediate 
post-war period, but it did not apply to what 
was going on to-day. He then quoted these 
figures for the building of dwellings in 
London as a whole:— 

SIZES OF DWELLINGS BEING PROVIDED, 

IN PERCENTAGES, AT Marcu 31, 1953 

Per cent. 

One-bedroom dwellings . ad Tee 
Two-bedroom Ps ate Pe ae 
Three-bedroom _,, 
Four-bedroom si ae ae 
Five bedrooms and over ah ez, ee 

In 1953, he said, there were 950 transfers 
from under-occupied dwellings, and 3,078 
transfers for other reasons, making a total 
of 4,028. Statistics of mutual exchanges of 
dwellings were as follows: Between LCC 
tenants, 3,333; between LCC tenants and 
other local authority tenants, 641; between 
LCC tenants and private accommodation. 
553; total, 4,527 exchanges. The total of 
lettings, transfers and exchanges in 1953 was 
19,172 dwellings, comprising 60,813 rooms 
and 70,585 persons, 

The problem of overspill, said Mr. Fiske, 
was often regarded as something modern and 
new to our age. It was usually connected 
with a growing community. He did not see 
how you could avoid constant expansion 
with a growing community. He supposed 
this went back as long as human communi- 
ties had been living together. The Greeks 
had had a very successful policy of colonisa- 
tion whereby some of their overspill was 
accommodated in satellite towns which 
eventually became more important than the 
mother towns, such as new towns like 
Stevenage might one day become. Then vou 
had a stationary community in places like 
Bath, Cheltenham and Harrogate, but he 
would hate to see the day when London 
ceased to be a growing and thriving com- 
munity. 

Mr. Fiske went on to point out that the 
people going out of London to the new 
towns were mostly young and vigorous, as 
Sir Thomas Bennett’s report on Crawley 
showed. Here 88 per cent, of the population 
were under the age of 25. Perhaps that 
indicated 2 lack of balance, but it did indi- 
cate that young and vigorous members of 
the community had gone outside London to 
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try to create something new for themselves. 

He thought the average family was most 
acutely embarrassed in the matter of accom- 
modation when it was most acutely em- 
barrassed financially, i.e., when it had the 
greatest number of young children at one 
time or whose younger members had not 
launched themselves into permanent employ- 
ment. He did not think school meals and 
family allowances really went to the root of 
the problem, and he thought it might be 
more easily solved by some form of rent 
rebate. 

In regard to Lansbury, Mr. Fiske said that 
in so far as it had been successful that 
success had been due to the fact that the 
Council owned the land over a very big acre- 
age. If we wanted more Lansburys and 
South Banks we must face up to some system 
of common ownership of land. He had come 
to this conclusion since being chairman of 
the Town Planning Committee of the LCC, 
and this had nothing to do with the politics 
that put him there. What he liked about 
Lansbury was the way it had catered for 
people who were incapable of looking after 
themselves by building a wonderful home for 
old people. Opposite this was built a block 
of flats for old people who could look after 
themselves but who could see how well the 
people in the home opposite were being 
looked after and could share some of their 
amenities. Therefore, it got rid of the fear 
that when they became incapable they would 
be moved out to some sort of institution. If 
that could be done elsewhere we could make 
some contribution to the problem of the ex- 
tended family. 

He hoped the Council would take advan- 
tage of those parts of the Housing (Rents and 
Repairs) Bill which allowed them to do the 
job of reconstruction. He visualised circum- 
stances in which local authorities would have 
to become very large owners of property of 
which they would not be very proud, but if 
they tackled the problem imaginatively it 
would be possible to remove the worst and 
keep the best for another generation. 

Miss JupiTH LEDEBOER said Mr. Young 
could be assured that housing authorities 
were trying to create what she called “ mixed 
communities ” but were finding it very diffi- 
cult in new housing estates outside the big 
cities. But, as with the provision of too many 
two- and three-bedroom dwellings, she 
thought the emergency was drawing to a 
close and we were getting to a state of greater 
flexibility in housing. She hoped that when 
the emergency in regard to housing came to 
an end the greater flexibility would create 
better conditions for the extended family 
than we found to-day. 

Mr. O. A. RADLEY (former Town Clerk of 
Leeds) said that from the very beginning the 
local authorities in the provinces, and 
especially the Leeds Corporation, had care- 
fully studied the problem of the proportion 
of different sized houses to be built on their 
estates, and had always worked to that prin- 
ciple. At Leeds and Birmingham, he ex- 
plained, the local authorities had tried con- 
version of one-bedroom houses to two-bed- 
room and two-bedroom to three-bedroom on 
a big scale, although some time before the 
war it cost Leeds as much to convert a two- 
bedroom house to three-bedroom as to build 
a three-bedroom house. Mr. Radley sugges- 
ted that you could not put back into the 
centres of large towns anything like the num- 
ber of people that were going out to new 
estates unless you were prepared to go up to 
20 storeys. He thought one must provide 
plenty of open space in the centre of big 
towns. Small playgrounds for the children 
were needed in such situations. Leeds Cor- 
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poration long ago adopted a policy of every 
child being within a distance of not more 
than half a mile of a playground. 

Mr. Cowrey (Herifordshire) asked 
whether it was fair to accuse the housing and 
planning authorities and officers of breaking 
up the family by their policies. Surely this 
movement had begun before the war and had 
been accelerated by the war? With increased 
specialisation of employment he thought it 
was bound to happen. Was not the greater 
ease of transport offsetting the geographical 
break-up of the family? 

Mrs. RuTH Glass thought there were 
more powerful arguments against decentrali- 
sation than the main one that Mr. Yaung had 
adduced, i.e., the bringing together and living 
together of the extended family in the same 
place. She thought the figures quoted by 
Mr. Fiske showed that far too high a propor- 
tion of two-bedroom houses were being 
built and,a too-low proportion of three- 
bedroom houses. She thought there was a 
danger of the importance of the extended 
family, as put forward by Mr. Young, 
becoming a cliché, and she believed the im- 
portance of the extended family would 
diminish, (1) because families were now 
smaller in size, and (2) because you found 
the extended family largely in places which 
were physically and socially isolated, such as 
in places where the marriage market was very 
narrow, i.e., in small villages. 

Mr. ARTHUR LING thought that people in 
need of houses were prepared to wait until 
they could have a house in a community 
they had got to know rather than have to live 
in a place where they were not known. He 
had been pleased to find, however, that this 
was not the case in Lansbury. The majority 
of the people living there were born and 
brought up in that area. He thought the 
standard of open-space proportion could be 
reduced a little when comprehensive develop- 
ment was carried out in an area. 


GUILD OF SURVEYORS 
President’s Robing Ceremony 


"THE formal presentation of the presi- 
dential insignia of office was carried out 
at a ceremony preceding the annual general 
meeting of the Guild of Surveyors held at the 
Great Northern Hotel, London, on April 28. 
Professor A. E. Richardson, RA, FRIBA, 
is the new president, and the ceremony was 
performed by Mr. Gordon Tomalin, 
MIStructE, FIAS, chairman of the Guild, 
who expressed his regret that the Lord Mayor 
of London, who was to have conducted the 
ceremony, had been unable to attend. 

In his presidential address, PROFESSOR 
RICHARDSON proposed a rigid adherence by 
the Guild to the highest professional tradi- 
tions. He was convinced that doing so would 
secure a permanent and prosperous future, 
and the ideal of the Guild should be to en- 
list men who were above reproach. 

Putiing into operation the recommenda- 
tions made by the president, the Guild of 
Surveyors have extended their activities to 
include courses of lectures, and practical 
surveying operations. Members of the Guild 
will give these services free to all those 
interested; but applicants cannot be given 
membership without passing the prescribed 
examination or possessing certain qualifica- 
tions and experience. The first operations 
will be in field and precision site surveying, 
and the courses will generally be held on 
Saturday afternoons, though evening lectures 
will also be held. Applications should be 
made to Mr. Gordon Tomalin, Chairman of 
Council, Guild of Surveyors, 1, Gower-street, 
wcl. 
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CATHEDRAL TOWERS AND 
THEIR DESIGN 


Ecclesiological Society Lecture 


"THE design and ornamentation of cathe- 

dral towers in this country and else- 
where was the subject of a lecture given 
before the Ecclesiological Society by Mr. 
GERALD Coss, FSA, at the College of Pre- 
ceptors, Bloomsbury-square, WC1, recently. 
The lecturer said that the _ silhouette 
of a cathedral depended for variety of out- 
line mainly on the number and disposition 
of its towers. In this country the usual 
arrangement was either that there was a great 
central tower standing alone or a central 
and two western towers. In Normandy 
central towers or lanterns were common but 
elsewhere in France they were rare. In the 
Lew Countries and parts of Germany a 
single great western steeple was frequent; 
in Italy the campanile, single and usually 
detached, was almost universal. 

From the point of view of design in this 
country there were two types of single tower. 
In one the tower was at the western end: 
this type was usual in parish churches. In 
the other type the single tower was centrally 
placed and this was the rule with cathedrals. 
In the parochial type, windows and any en- 
richment were reserved for the topmost 
storey but in the cathedral type decoration 
and fenestration were more evenly disposed 
over the whole surface of the tower. 


TOWER SILHOUETTES 


The silhouette of a tower, apart from its 
crown of pinnacles or other finish, was 
mostly conditioned by its buttressing system. 
This might take the form of corner turrets, 
usually octagonal, or of rectangular but- 
tresses of diminishing projection applied 
either at right angles or diagonally to the 
corners of the tower. The former system 
resulted in a tower with straight sides and 
upspringing effect, whilst the other produced 
an outline diminishing towards the top. 
If the buttresses were of much projection 
this gave an appearance of great strength. 

Medieval people delighted in variety, and 
there were in the main two contrasting 
methods of cathedral tower ornamentation, 
ic., the horizontal or banded and the 
vertical or aspiring, and, generally speaking, 
the towers which combined both these prin- 
ciples were the most satisfactory in design. 
It was a curious thing but the fine church 
towers of England were mainly of two 
widely separated periods, the Romanesque 
of the eleventh and twelfth centuries, and the 
Perpendicular which prevailed from late in 
the fourteenth until the sixteenth century. 
There were many fine examples of Norman 
towers, mostly central, and one splendid 
Transitional tower at Ely, but undoubtedly 
the finest Early English design was that of 
oid St. Paul’s. Of fourteenth-century 
Decorated towers we had grand examples at 
Lincoln. Salisbury, Wells and Hereford. 
Such towers were not common, but we had 
many beautiful Perpendicular towers, that 
at Canterbury being perhaps the finest of all. 

The banded system of tower ornamenta- 
tion was with us in Saxon times but it 
reached its apogee during the Norman period 
with rows of arcading, both plain and inter- 
secting. Often the windows were only small 
apertures made by piercing certain inter- 
columnations, but sometimes there was a 
central window of larger size featuring each 
face of the tower. At St. Alban’s, which was 
early in date, and in the majority of 
Romanesque towers abroad, the decoration 
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was bolder and more constructional than 
was usual with us, consisting largely of win- 
dows rather than in rows of little arches. 
While banded ornamentation yet prevailed 
there could be seen the beginning of a 
vertical treatment emerging in the slightiy 
projecting corner strips which often framed 
the banded central space of the tower sur- 
face. Later these strips developed into 
octagonal buttresses as at Lincoln, Salisbury 
and Canterbury. 


USE OF BANDING 


As the Pointed style developed, the banded 
treatment continued but usually with only 
two rows of ornament of similar design and 
dimensions to each other, and these of greater 
depth than before. At Salisbury the bands 
were so deep as to divide the tower into 
two cubes. This disunity might have des- 
troyed the unity of the whole tower but 
that the uprights of the long windows gave 
such a vertical emphasis that all sense of 
disunity was avoided. In most cases the 
band of ornament or the mouldings dividing 
the storeys was continuous and unbroken, 
but at Gloucester the development towards 
verticality was carried one step further by 
the intersection of the vertical and horizontal 
mouldings. The Bell Harry tower at Canter- 
bury was one of the finest towers in exis- 
tence, a vertical tower par excellence, but 
still with a memory of the banded treatment 
to give it balance. 

A question was asked as to whether the 
Bell Harry incorporated the core of Lan- 
franc’s central tower. 

Mr. Coss said he had seen plans which 
purported to show Norman work in the 
interior of the tower’but beyond that he had 
no information. In the great central tower 
at York there was embedded the remains of 
a Norman tower. 


LCC HOUSING ESTIMATES 
£34m. Voted for 1954-55 


APITAL and maintenance estimates total- 

ling £34,023,440 for housing for 1954- 

55 were placed before London County 

Council at its meeting on Tuesday (June 1). 

They were presented by the housing and 
finance committees. 

Estimates of expenditure on _ capital 
account total £21m., the same as for the two 
preceding years, and on _ maintenance 
account £13,023,440, an increase’. of 
£2,109,160 over the previous year. The main 
reasons for this increase are an addition of 
about six per cent. in the number of dwel- 
lings to be maintained; an increase in the 
contributions to the Metropolitan borough 
councils because of the greater number of 
dwellings provided by them; and an enlarged 
programme for replacing obsolete equip- 
ment in dwellings built by the council 
between the wars. 

From the end of the war to March 31 
last gross capital expenditure on the acquisi- 
tion of permanent housing sites was about 
£8,500,000, on the development of sites 
about £117m., and on the provision of 
temporary housing accommodation about 
£2m. The total area of sites acquired since 
the war and developed, being developed, or 
ready for development on March 31 was 
1,330 acres inside the county and 5,457 acres 
outside. Further sites, totalling 859 acres, 
have been approved and some acquired. 

All these sites provide space for more than 
99,000 new dwellings, of which 73,242 were 
built or in construction on March 31. 
Between the end of the war and March 31 
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last 59,590 new permanent dwellings were 
constructed at the council’s estates, 7,865 
temporary houses were provided, 7,934 
dwellings restored, 2,913 war-destroyed dwel- 
lings rebuilt, and 56 dwellings provided 
from conversions and adaptations, inaking 
a total of 78,358 new and rebuilt dwellings, 


Slum clearance—During the year, ip 
accordance with the council’s slum clear- 
ance programme, action has been taken for 
declaring and clearing another 62.47 acres, 
comprising 1,408 dwellings housing about 
5,000 persons. This brings the total number 
of declared areas or groups of areas since 
the war to 69 comprising 4,710 houses 
accommodating 16,112 persons. The num- 
ber of areas for which orders have so far 
been confirmed or dealt with by agreement 
is 25, comprising 1,629 houses. The 
preliminary work for a second five-year 
programme to begin in 1956 is being under- 
taken and the MBCs have been invited to 
continue their co-operation. 


Future development—The council’s hous- 
ing activities inside the county will be 
directed to the development of its share of 
the housing sites programmed in the 
Development Plan for the remainder of the 
first period and for the second period of 
the plan, but because the character of the 
land now being acquired for redevelopment 
for housing purposes is changing from sites 
with a preponderance of cleared land to 
those more or less fully occupied by 
obsolescent properties the net gain of new 
accommodation resulting from redevelop- 
ment of these sites will decrease. Slum 
clearance, though providing some sites for 
housing development, will continue to add 
to the housing problem because of the large 
number of persons to be displaced and the 
fact that many of the areas to be cleared 
are not in residential zones. The council 
must, as the Development Plan states, look 
to the new and expanded towns for the 
rehousing accommodation necessary to 
enable sites to be provided for its various 
services other than housing during the 
second period of the Plan. 


Direct Labour 


An amendment referring to the direct 
employment of labour was moved by the 
Hon. Mrs. Trevor Rose and seconded by 
Mr. Samuel I. Salmon. It suggested that the 
following words be added to maintenance 
estimate 62: “and that the housing com- 
mittee be instructed to secure a substantial 
reduction in expenditure on the direct 
employment of labour by restricting its use 
for new building, and by permitting tenants 
on new estates to assume responsibility for 
their own internal decorations in return for 
an appropriate reduction in rent when these 
are done to the satisfaction of the council.” 

A further amendment on capital 14 
(Housing) was moved by Mrs. Margery 
Thornton and seconded by Mr. Frank H. 
East. It suggested that the following words 
be added: “and that the housing committee 
and the finance committee be informed of 
the grave concern felt by the council at the 
rapidly approaching exhaustion of building 
sites available for the rehousing of London 
people, with over 52,000 families on the 
council’s waiting list in category “A” of 
urgent need, together with similar large 
numbers of Londoners on the waiting lists 
of the metropolitan boroughs, and instructed 
to take the directions of the council on the 
question of approval of a supplemental 
capital estimate in respect of additional 
measures to meet this need.” 
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TOWN PLANNING DECISIONS 


Minister Discharges Condition Relating 
to Construction of Estate Road 


THe Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has allowed an appeal 
against a condition imposed by the St. 
Albans RDC, in granting planning permis- 
sion for the erection of dwelling-houses at 
Ringway-road, St. Albans, Herts. 

An application, supported by a plan show- 
ing a proposed layout, was made for the 
erection of 16 houses, and permission was 
given on July 31, 1953, subject to certain 
conditions, including a condition (2) that 
“the new street named Ringway-road on 
the deposited plan shall be laid out and 
constructed to the requirements of the plan- 
ning authority before any building or engi- 
neering Operations are commenced in con- 
nection with the erection of dwelling-houses.” 
The conditions were imposed in order to 
meet the requirements of the General Deve- 
lopment Order, 1950, and to ensure the 
proper development of the land. 

As to condition (2) the Minister notes (in 
the course of his decision) that it is not dis- 
puted that one-half of the road in question 
is not under the control of the appellants, 
and in his view, therefore, the condition is 
contrary to the provisions of Section 14 
(2) (a) of the Act. 

He also notes that the Council have stated 
that they would not insist upon more than 
the portion of the road in the appellants’ 
ownership being made up, and he considers 
it undesirable that a condition should have 
been imposed which nowhere indicates the 
extent of the Council’s actual requirements. 

Apart from these considerations, the 
unable to subscribe to the 
Council’s general contention that a reason- 
able means of access should involve the con- 
struction of a builder’s road sufficient to 
take vehicular traffic. The condition of sur- 
face and standard of construction of an 
estate road are primarily matters of public 
health, and in the absence of any planning 
considerations the Minister is of the opinion 
that such condition and standard can be 
left to the control imposed by street by-laws 
made under the Public Health Acts. More- 
over, the Minister considers that the Council 
have adequate powers under the Public 
Health Acts to secure that an estate road 
is made up to the satisfaction of the Council 
when the houses are erected. Since, in the 
present case, the Council do not appear to 
question the reasonableness of the means of 
access apart from the question of the stan- 
dard of construction of the estate road, and 
as no special planning considerations are 
involved, the Minister has decided to dis- 
charge the condition in question. 


Zoning of Wandsworth Area: Appeal 
Against LCC Decision Dismissed 


Top by the LCC that his firm’s factory 
was in an industrial area, Mr. H. Hardy, 
director of A.A. Electrical Company, Ltd., 
commissioned an architect to draw up plans 
for the enlargement of their building in 
Headworth-road, Tooting, SWI17. The 
Council subsequently refused to grant plan- 
ning permission because they had decided to 
change the zoning of the area around Head- 
Worth-road to residential. 

This was stated by Mr. Hardy in the 
course of his firm’s appeal against the 
Council’s decision at a recent public inquiry 
before an Inspector appointed by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government. 


He said that among the customers at his 
firm’s workshop and stores, where electrical 
equipment was reconditioned and repaired, 
were the Wandsworth Borough Council and 
the LCC. In order to improve their business 
the appellants wanted to add a single-storey 
workshop, and Mr. Hardy emphasised the 
fact that the new building would not involve 
any change in the nature of the work which 
had been carried out on the site since 1948. 

On behalf of the London County Council 
it was stated that they were not aware that 
the appellant’s business involved any user 
other than that of storage. Moreover, their 
proposals did not comply with the day- 
lighting regulations, and the Council did not 
want the land developed for general indus- 
trial purposes because of the machinery 
involved. The Council agreed that in 
November, 1952, they asked the Minister to 
re-zone the area to residential, following 
complaints which they received from resi- 
dents within the area. The majority of the 
people living there had very small gardens 
and were in urgent need of breathing space. 


The Minister has dismissed the appeal. 
He has come to the conclusion that the com- 
pany’s proposal is, in effect, a substantial 
expansion of an industrial use in what is now 
a residential area which the Council wish 
to retain for that purpose, and he does not 
think such an expansion should be permitted. 


Coventry Building Ban Upheld: 
Proposed Store in Area of 
Redevelopment 


AN APPEAL by Mr. M. G. Dent against 
Coventry City Council’s refusal to grant 
planning permission for a departmental store 
proposed to be built at the junction of Queen 
Victoria-road and the new Market-street 
South has been dismissed by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government. 


The Minister says he sees no reason to 
dissent from the Council’s proposals for the 
redevelopment of the area, and that it would 
be wrong to interrupt the ordered process of 
redevelopment by permitting the erection of 
the proposed building at this stage. His 
decision, the Minister adds, is without pre- 
judice to any future application Mr. Dent 
might wish to make when the line of Market- 
street has been settled. 


Minister Allows Development of 
Bedhampton Housing Estate 


A SUCCESSFUL APPEAL to the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government has been 
made by Auriol (Builders), Ltd., against the 
refusal of the Hampshire CC to grant per- 
mission for the erection of 95 private houses 
on the Auriol Estate, Bedhampton, on the 
ground that part of the site was in an area 
which was proposed to be kept as an open 
belt between Farlington and Bedhampton. 

Thé appeal site is about eleven acres in 
extent and is at present used as a hutted 
camp. The land to the west has been deve- 
loped with detached and _ semi-detached 
houses, with a ribbon of some 27 houses 
along Auriol-drive, a service road running 
parallel with trunk road A27. 

On behalf of the appellants it was stated 
that concrete roads and sewers for the pro- 
posed housing estate were constructed by 
1939, and the estate would have been com- 
pleted but for the outbreak of war. Agree- 
ment had been reached with the Council for 
the development of about six acres of the 
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land in question, but the appellants felt that 
the maintenance of a green belt in the area 
would not be adversely affected by the erec- 
tion of houses on the whole of the site and 
the services already laid down thus put to 
good use. 

In allowing the appeal the Minister states 
that while he agrees with the Council on the 
importance of preventing the development 
of green belt areas, he is of the opinion 
that this relatively narrow wedge of land, 
substantially serviced, is already prejudiced 
by its residential surroundings, and for this 
reason, and in view of the existence of 
extensive areas of undeveloped land in the 
neighbourhood, he considers there is insuffi- 
cient reason for withholding permission for 
its development. 


BUILDING IN STONE 
Extension of Grant Urged 


THE EXTENSION of the present government 
financial grant of two-thirds to the building 
of stone houses to include the erection of 
village halls was urged by Mr. JOHN Cripps, 
vice-chairman of the Oxfordshire Com- 
munity Council, when he spoke at the annual 
meeting of the Derbyshire Rural Community 
Council in Derby on May 15. “We must 
seek the same conditions for village halls 
as exist for houses,” he said. “It is im- 
possible to have a satisfactory community 
life without village halls; they are most 
important.” The question of stone buildings 
was common to the High Peak and the 
Cotswolds, he said, and at one time after 
the war it had seemed impossible to pre- 
serve the architectural unity of the village 
because the cost was too high. 


The Peak Planning Board had a preference 
for the use of stone to conform with the 
fine tradition of stone building which existed 
in the area of the National Park, said the 
chairman, BRIGADIER-GENERAL E. C. W. D. 
WALTHALL. He went on, “They do, how- 
ever, fully appreciate the difficulty of village 
hall committees in meeting the relatively 
higher costs incurred by the use of stone, 
and the Board have now made suggestions 
for building in alternative materials which 
will be acceptable to them.” 


TALKS TO REDUCE BUILDING 
COSTS 


National President’s Statement 


Mr. G. W. GROSVENOR, National presi- 
dent, speaking on the occasion of the 
half-yearly meeting of the South Wales 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, at 
Newport, on May 28, said that the recent 
successful collaboration between the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors and the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers in preparing the Tendering Pro- 
cedure Report had proved that regular joint 
consultation between these three bodies 
could benefit the whole industry. It had 
now been decided to continue to work as a 
team on a National Joint Committee which 
would be linked with similar regional and 
perhaps local bodies. 


“ The first meeting of that committee will 
be held shortly and one of its first jobs will 
be to seek closer co-operation with repre- 
sentatives of local authorities,” said Mr. 
Grosvenor. “This is very important be- 
cause local authorities are the biggest 
employers of the industry in the country and 
we must have their help if we are to be 
successful in our work, the final aim of which 
is to reduce building costs.” 
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BUILDING EDUCATION 


Week-end Course for Teachers 

A SUCCESSFUL week-end course for 

teachers of building crafts was held at 
Unstone Grange, Derbyshire, from March 5 
to 7. The course was sponsored by the 
Yorkshire Council for Further Education in 
association with the Yorkshire Education 
Association for the Building Industry. 

Mr. J. Hancock, chairman of Sheffield 
Building Trade Employers’ Association, gave 
the first address, taking as his title “How 
effective can building education be?” He 
said that in the opinion of many employers 
the teaching in the schools was simply 
shocking, the old craftsmen being far 
sounder than the younger, and their know- 
ledge of the craft was second to none. 

Could we do without the schools? Many 
employers thought that we could produce 
just as good tradesmen by the old methods 
if they were apprenticed to the right firms, 
and in a good firm the old hands did look 
after the apprentices; but unfortunately such 
firms were now very few. The old days of 
the master/apprentice relationship had 
largely gone. Was it right that the trade 
should relieve itself of the responsibility of 
the training of apprentices and hand it over 
to the schools? He thought it was. 
Equipment in Schools 

He then went on to comment on how 
effective building education had been. Some 
employers, he said, suggested that the school 
curriculum was satisfactory in many respects 
but was not effective when applied to the 
wrong boy. What about the boy who was 
not suitable for theoretical courses? he 
asked. Could there not be a “slow” 
course? 

Equipment, too, varied considerably in 
schools. The materials and the plant must 
be reasonable and the conditions in the 
school must try to simulate conditions in the 
building industry. Equipment in many 
schools left a lot to be desired. He realised 
that it was a question of money, but some- 
thing must be done about it. 

What about production? asked _ the 
speaker. This was the thing that the 
employers were interested in, not City and 
Guilds final examinations. The building 
industry accused the schools of not consider- 
ing the production side. Was anything to 
be gained by time and motion study and 
speed training? 

Mr. Hancock finished by saying that he 
had been deliberately harsh in his attack, 
but he emphasised that these were not his 
own opinions he was giving but they were 
the common views of many employers in 
the building industry. He was only acting 
as a “carrier pigeon.” He _ personally 
thought that building education was effective 
but only partially. 

Dr. G. Lawton then opened the discus- 
sion, asking for the views of members on 
Mr. Hancock’s highly challenging | state- 
ments. 

Many members added to the discussion, 
and Mr. E. J. ELMEs attacked the views put 
forward by Mr. Hancock. He said that the 
employers expected far too much from the 
technical colleges. The building industry 
was the only industry which had not looked 
after its own education.. The function of 
the technical colleges was ‘education 
through vocation,” not just the training: of 
craftsmen. 

Mr. F. E. OLney then dealt with the 
relationship of the college to the building 
industry. He said that it had never been 
the policy of the college to give an appren- 
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tice a full training; the policy was only to 
supplement his training on the job. Many 
students were working under severe diffi- 
culties, they were not getting good experi- 
ence on the job, and all students were not 
seeing many things at which they were 
expected to be expert in City and Guilds 
examinations. Could we wonder that the 
college had become the last stronghold of 
craftsmanship? He said that, in his opinion, 
it was a marvel that teachers did what they 
did in three hours a week. 

The first lecture on the Saturday morning 
was given by Mr. G. CAMPBELL, of Coventry 
Technical College, on ‘“ Teaching technique 
applied to building craft subjects.” Mr. 
Campbell started by defining teaching 
method, which he said was a mode of orderly 
progression from a particular position to a 
desired goal by a recognised path. There 
were two methods of procedure: (a) the 
inductive method, i.e., from a particular fact 
to a general truth, and (b) the deductive 
method, from the general statement to the 
particular fact. No particular lesson, how- 
ever, was wholly inductive or wholly deduc- 
tive. 

He said that the phrase “clear, concise 
and correct” was the keynote to how a 
teacher should present his work. He 
defined teaching technique as “the ability 
of a teacher to apply educational method to 
the handling of the students and the sub- 
ject in order that the object of the lesson 
be achieved in a manner best fitted for the 
particular class.” Technique was essentially 
based on one’s own personality, the level 
of the subject-matter, the teaching experi- 
ence and the knowledge of the class. We 
should always be prepared to be critical of 
our own performance, as the first step to 
improvement is to be conscious of a fault. 


Craft Theory 

The afternoon lecture was given by Mr. 
E. J. Exmes, head of the building trades 
department, Brixton School of Building. His 
subject was craft theory, and he defined this 
as “an understanding and appreciation of 
how a job is done, and why it is carried out 
in a particular fashion.” 

Dealing first with syllabuses, he said that 
these were a guide only, and should be 
treated with caution and not followed 
slavishly. From the formal syllabuses, the 
teacher should prepare his own and set out 
a programme of work for the full period of 
the session, indicating to himself what he 
would like to teach, and how he would like 
to do it. The reason for treating the 
syllabus in this way was that if all the 
thinking was done for the teacher he was 
not likely to see for himself all the problems 
involved. Two teachers did not always 
wish to follow the same pattern. Local prac- 
tices and needs also allowed emphasis to be 
placed on a particular aspect of the subject. 
Mr. Elmes dealt at great length with the 
preparation of work. In his view this was 
the most important part of any lesson, and 
the better it was done the greater the possi- 
bility of success. The lesson should be 
planned in the light of the whole problem, 
not in watertight sections, and with three 
main factors in mind: (a) What does the 
student know to date; (b) what will he be 
expected to know at the end of the lesson; 
(c) what is expected will be done the follow- 
ing week. 

He distrusted teachers’ typed notes and 
beautiful drawings, because this often meant 
that they would be used over and over again 
without alteration, and he stressed the ad- 
vantages of loose leaf notebooks which 
allowed for insertions and deletions. 
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RURAL SEWERAGE AND 
WATER SUPPLY 


A Paper at the Royal Sanitary 
Institute 


PAPER on “ Existing Legislation Cover. 

ing the Cost of Rural Sewerage and Water 
Supply and Connecting Regulations and 
Amendments Considered Desirable Thereto,” 
was given by Mr. K. E. M. Danes 
AMICE, MIMunE, ARICS,  MRSani 
(Engineer and Surveyor, Wimborne and 
Cranborne RDC), at the Royal Sanitary 
Institute’s Health Congress, at Scarborough, 
recently. 

In his introductory remarks Mr. Daniel; 
said that in recent years there had been 
much legislation directly affecting  locaj 
authorities, but none of which had been sp 
important to the rural areas as that which 
had aided those authorities in carrying out 
their functions of providing adequate 
sewerage and water facilities. Before the war 
legislation existed, but the financial limit. 
tions of rural areas were generallv such that 
the two basic public health needs of piped 
water supplies and main drainage wer 
frequently impossible to provide. 

Since 1945 the expansion of housing and 
the need to prevent the drift of labour from 
the countryside had been such that the 
rural worker now expected the same 
amenities as his colleague in the town. 

Intentions had been good and legislation, 
particularly the Rural Water Supplies and 
Sewerage Acts, did much to make possible 
the provision of piped water and main drain- 
age. Good intentions, however. were not 
always enough, and it was a pity that the 
excuse of restriction of capital expenditure 
was delaying necessary work. 

Extensive expenditure was often fought 
against by the public themselves who would 
be the main beneficiaries, and this was 
difficult to appreciate while there was s0 
much spending on private enjoyment. 

The question now was what could and 
should be done? 

In the main body of the paper Mr. 
Daniels endeavoured to describe existing legis- 
lation on sewerage and water supplies and 
to show where amendments might be made, 
which would have an effect on the financial 
aspect of such schemes. 


SUMMARY 


The main points offered by the 
in his summary were as follows:— 

(i) An enactment is required to 
date the present law. 

(ii) Stronger powers to enforce connec: 
tions both from water mains and to sewers 
provided at public expense. 

(iii) Compulsory financial assistance for 
conversion of closets. 

(iv) Clarification and revision of the law 
relating to compensation. 

(v) Prohibition of discharge of surface 
water into foul sewers. 

(vi) A more precise definition of “ rural 
localities ” and those eligible to receive grant 
aid under the Rural Water Supplies and 
Sewerage Acts. 

(vii) Government assurances for the future. 

(viii) An acceleration of administrative 
delays in obtaining grant aid. 

The summary adds: It is realised that ex 
penditure on these most essential public 
health schemes is restricted, but apathy from 
the public is growing, and even when there 
are more funds available from central sources 
the attitude of laissez faire will still have 
to be overcome. 
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THE ATOMIC BOMB 


Fire Research Bulletin 


GINC E the first atomic bombs were 
dropped eight years ago there has been 
much speculation as to the effects of an 
atomic explosion on a western city. The 
Fire Research Station has been investigating 
the likelihood of fires being caused by such 
an explosion, and “Fire and the Atomic 
Bomb,” price 2s. 6d., has been published by 
the Stationery Office as a first bulletin limited 
to discussion of the fire effects of the flash. 

The destructive power of an atomic bomb 
is measured by the amount of energy it re- 
leases. The bomb dropped on Nagasaki, 
now referred to as a “nominal atomic 
bomb” and used as a yardstick for atomic 
weapons, released as much energy as the 
explosion of 20,000 tons of TNT. Accord- 
ing to published information, the flash of a 
bomb of this type can be divided into two 
periods. The initial flash is blue-white 
and lasts about a hundredth of a second. 
The longer flash which follows lasts for 
three seconds, during which it changes its 
colour from blue-white to cherry red. One 
second after the exploding of the bomb the 
fire ball would appear at a distance of one 
mile to have a diameter twenty times that 
of the sun. 
ture of 7,000 degrees C.—that is, 1,500 
degrees C. higher than that of the surface 
of the sun. The heat given off would be 
sufficient to cause fires up to a distance of 
two miles from the point of the explosion. 

There would be little danger of a con- 
tinuing fire within the area of total destruc- 
tion. In this area, which would have a 
radius of half a mile, rubble would dilute 
combustible material to an extent that would 
limit the spread of fire. In the area extend- 
ing from the fringe of the central area to 
a radius of two miles there would be very 
great danger of serious fires. The heat given 
out by the bomb would be sufficient to ignite 
wood and textiles within that area. Within 
the fire danger zone wooden doors and win- 
dow frames would be likely to inflame 
momentarily, but would be unlikely to con- 
tinue to burn. The danger of serious fires 
would come from heat radiation entering 
buildings through windows and igniting 
furnishings and other materials likely to be 
found indoors. 

As the heat radiations would travel in 
straight lines, the lower floors of buildings in 
a city would be protected to some extent by 
surrounding buildings from heat radiation 
given off by a bomb exploded over the city. 
Precautions would have to be taken in all 
tooms having a view of the sky. The bulle- 
tin shows that it would be desirable to re- 
move all paper, textiles, upholstery and other 
easily combustible substances from the 
danger area near the windows and the parts 
of the floors where radiations from the sky 
might fall. 

Steps should also be taken to prevent 
radiation entering the room, and some pos- 
sible simple ways of doing this are described. 
This could be done by whitewashing or 
painting the windows or masking off any part 
of the windows that gives a view of the sky. 
Any board which is opaque to light radia- 
tion will also form a barrier to the heat. 
The board may be carried away when the 
blast-wave arrives, but by then it would 
have done most of its useful work. It would 
be necessary for some buildings of excep- 
tional importance of the fortress type to 
withstand the blast, perhaps within the half- 
mile range, and in such circumstances the 
blast would occur almost at the same time 


It would have a peak tempera- h 
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as the heat flash. This would necessitate 
bricking up the windows with very solid 
masonry or reinforced concrete. 

A protection by means of which it is pos- 
sible to let some extra light into the room 
consists of a board fixed to the window at 
an angle of about 45 degrees. The inside 
of the board could be whitewashed and the 
only rays that could be reflected into the 
room would be those from an explosion 
almost overhead. The radiation could also 
be kept out by fixing a metal-slatted Vene- 
tian blind to the window, but a more perma- 
nent form of protection is desirable, as the 
blind might be left unclosed during an 
attack. 

Glass passes nearly all visible radiation, 
but will absorb about two-thirds of the heat 
radiation falling on it. The absorption of 
glass for both heat and light radiation can 
be improved by applying two coats of white 
paint or whitewash. The absorbed heat will 
crack the glass during the heat-flash period, 
and to prevent it falling out before the heat 
flash is ended, the inside should be treated 
with scrim. Treated covers would help to 
protect pieces of furniture or other objects 
which could not be removed from the danger 
areas of the rooms. Leather or woollen 
gloves and woollen or treated cotton bala- 
= would help to protect the hands and 
ead. 


STABILISED SOIL 


Extensive Use for Road Construction in 
USA 


“ THE use of stabilised soil for road con- 
struction in the USA (Road Research Tech- 
nical Paper No. 29) was published on April 
29 by HMSO for DSIR price 2s. 6d. 

Soil stabilisation is a method of road con- 
struction in which soils are stabilised, usually 
by mixing them with cement or bituminous 
materials, so that their load-bearing capa- 
city is increased and their susceptibility to 
variations in water content and to weathering 
is lessened. ‘The use of this method of con- 
struction for roads and air-fields has de- 
veloped during the last 30 years. It has the 
advantage that a great deal of transport and 
labour can be saved by using materials which 
can be found on the site. 

The DSIR state that soil stabilisation is of 
particular interest as a method of road con- 
struction in Commonwealth countries. The 
technique has received much attention in the 
United Kingdom and in the USA where 
1.3m. of 3m. miles of non-urban roads are 
constructed in this way. 

The paper is based on material collected 
by a member of the staff of the Road 
Research Laboratory during a visit to the 
USA in 1951 to study American practice 
in soil stabilisation. 

The publication deals first with techniques 
for soil survey, the classification of soils 
and the design of pavements. Methods of 
stabilisation using cement, bituminous mate- 
rials and chemicals are then described in 
detail and the performance of main, second- 
ary and urban roads constructed in this way 
is considered. A section on mechanical 
plant for stabilised soil road construction 
deals with mix-in-place equipment, travel- 
ling-plant-mix equipment and miscellaneous 
plant. 


Plastic Floor Finishes 

Building Research Station Digest No. 65, 
entitled “Floor Finishes based on Polyvinyl 
Chloride (PVC) and Polyvinyl Acetate 
(PVA),” is now obtainable from the 
Stationery Office, price 3d. 
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AIR POLLUTION 


Smoke Abatement Society’s Proposals 


PPPHE National Smoke Abatement Society 

has published, as a printed booklet, a 
memorandum of proposals for action that 
it has submitted to the Government com- 
mittee on air pollution (the Beaver Com- 
mittee). Injury to health, heavy economic 
costs and wastage of fuel are the three main 
consequences of air pollution, and, says the 
society, any one of these taken entirely alone 
would fully justify its proposals. “Taken 
together, the case for prompt, urgent and 
high-priority action on the lines proposed is 
unquestionable,” and the cost “would not 
be likely to be more than a fraction of the 
annual cost of continuing to fail to take 
action.” 

The society’s proposals fall into two parts: 
action that can be started at once, and a 
completely new clean air law. 

The present law is called “stable door” 
control because it only operates after a 
nuisance has been committed. It has scarcely 
changed at all during the past 75 years and 
needs so much amendment that it should 
be repealed in its entirety and replaced by 
new. 

Provisions that the society would like to 
see in the new law include: more stringent 
control methods for checking any smoke 
that may be emitted; prior approval of all 
new fuel-burning installations (except domes- 
tic, for which only approved appliances 
should be sold); ability of local authorities 
to set up smokeless zones without having to 
promote private Bills. And, to ensure that 
the new law is used, it should be obligatory 
for all local authorities to employ qualified 
smoke inspectors, or, alternatively, to join 
together as Joint Air Pollution Control Com- 
mittees to do so. If neither course is taken 
then the county council should take over. 


Immediate Action 


Progress towards smoke prevention can be 
started at once, and the society outlines steps 
that should be taken by the Government, the 
local authorities, industry and the trade 
unions. 

It is what the central Government can do 
that receives most attention, including the 
need to make smoke prevention one of the 
top factors in all fuel policy questions which 
affect it; the implementation of what the 
Ridley Committee and the Fuel Conservation 
team of the British Productivity Council 
have already proposed; the development of 
smokeless fuels production and more of these 
fuels to be switched to domestic use, especi- 
ally in the “ black spots ”; more research on 
outstanding problems; encouragement of 
local authorities; and the setting up of a 
standing Government organisation or com- 
mittee to keep the problem under continuous 
review. 

It is said that the central Government has 
“frequently failed to encourage or facilitate 
proposals by local authorities,’ and it 
“should not only be more ready to approve 
initiative by local authorities but should in 
fact stimulate it.” 

Local authorities are urged to make full 
use of their existing powers to abate smoke 
and should employ fully qualified inspectors. 
They should directly encourage the use of 
smokeless methods and should include smoke 
prevention as part of their statutory health 
education propaganda. 

The memorandum may be obtained from 
the National Smoke Abatement Society, 30, 
Grosvencr-place, London, SWI, at ls. per 


copy. 
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MARKETS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


Report of UK 


TPE market for United Kingdom products 
in the Middle East is outlined in the 
recently published “Report of the United 
Kingdom Trade Mission to Iraq, Kuwait, 
the Lebanon, Syria and Saudi Arabia, 
November-December, 1953.”* 

As the result of the rapid growth of oil 
output accentuated by the outcome of the 
agreements negotiated between the oil com- 
panies and the States in 1951, the income 
of the principal oil producing countries has 
grow with phenomenal speed, states the 
report. 

This sudden accession of wealth gave the 
governments and ruling sheikhs a real 
opportunity to break the mould of a life 
which has been static for a long span of 
history and to develop their States on lines 
in conformity with their opportunities and 
their own genius. ; 

In different degrees each of the countries 
has set itself the task of ensuring a wider 
spread of wealth as rapidly as possible and 
has accordingly embarked on schemes for 
improving housing, roads, communications, 
hospitals and schools, all providing work 
and wages for their peoples and laying the 
foundations of modern states with model 
cities. In the rural areas the great emphasis 
on soil drainage, flood prevention and irriga- 
tion provides the means by which the indi- 
vidual countryman will get the benefit of 
the oil revenues. 

Referring to development projects, the 
report continues:— 


Great Potentialities 

A large potential market arises out of the 
development operations in the oil producing 
countries and, as described elsewhere, there 
are also sundry projects in view in Syria 
and the Lebanon. It is expected that the 
expenditure of the Development Board in 
Iraq will gradually rise from £30 million to 
£50 million per annum and in Kuwait the 
expenditure for some years is expected to 
be some £20 to £25 million. 

A great deal of the expenditure will be 
on wages and local materials, and much of 
the work will be done by local contractors 
who will buy in the market which suits them 
best. But there will be a very valuable and 
varied market for all kinds of goods from 
the United Kingdom, including iron and steel 
for bridgework, building and reinforcement, 
cement and other building materials (when 


not manufactured locally), manufactured 
steel in the form of sluice gates, etc., steel 
pipes, contractors’ plant and_ electrical 


machinery and apparatus. 

In. developing countries, the consulting 
engineer and the civil engineering contractor 
lead the way to many indirect exports. 
The British consulting engineers and archi- 
tects accustom overseas countries to the 
British type of design and specification. 
A British contractor usually incorporates 
British materials in his work as well as using 
British plant and equipment wherever 
possible. Personnel import British goods for 
their own requirements. This sets up import- 
ing facilities which are then able to develop 
for the normal requirements of that country. 
Orders for extensions and replacements are 
generally placed with the country of origin 
and industries which grow out of the capital 
works generally look first to the country 


* Published by HM Stationery Office. Price 5s., by 
post Ss. 3d 
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which created those works for the supply 
of their own machinery, etc. The obtaining 
of civil engineering contracts by British 
firms is much more important than the mere 
bringing back to Britain of profits and the 
incorporation in the work of _ British 
materials. 


Keen Competition 


In Syria, Yugoslavia has competed suc- 
cessfully in two large contracts and com- 


petition is now keen in Kuwait. In Iraq 
British contractors have until recently 
secured most of the contracts. Now that 


the market is expanding, other competitors 
are in the field and recently many of the 
major contracts have been secured by Ger- 
man and French contractors, in some cases 
at prices which are thought by some people 
to be well below the economic level. This 
may be due to a determination to break into 
this market at all costs, or to the optimism 
born of a lack of knowledge of the 
somewhat complicated local conditions, 
or to the taxation relief and other incentives 
from which they benefit, or even to direct 
subsidies and guarantees. British contrac- 
tors have recently been outquoted in many 
instances and the position is disquieting, 
especially since it is likely seriously to affect 
our position in the general market also. 

Subject to the above remarks there seems 
to be a widening field for the sale of both 
heavy and light mechanical plant in these 
territories. ; 

In Iraq it is the practice for contractors to 
be entirely responsible for their own plant. 
In Kuwait, initially a considerable amount 
of the total equipment in use has been pur- 
chased and operated by the Public Works 
Department, but in future more and more 
plant will be owned by individual con- 
tractors whose holding is already consider- 
able. It would therefore naturally follow 
that in both these territories there is more 
opportunity of selling British plant if British 
contractors obtain the contracts on offer. In 
the case of other foreign contractors, if suit- 
able plant is not available from their own 
country it appears that with a few excep- 
tions they would prefer to buy British. 

In all the territories visited the Mission 
felt that the use of light plant could be 
considerably increased, particularly as wages 
are still rising, as there is an almost com- 
plete lack of mechanisation on many sites 
where modern buildings are being erected in 
ferro-concrete. 

The market for building materials varies 
considerably from country to country. 
With the increasing tempo of construction 
in Iraq more and more local building 
materials industries are being created, and 
to a lesser extent the same remarks apply 
in the Lebanon and Syria. The countries 
concerned would welcome plants established 
by British manufacturers in their territories 
and there should be a good sale for wood- 
working machinery, brick-making machinery 
and a limited sale for cement plants. 


Building in Iraq 

On building construction and materials in 
Iraq the report states: 

Up to the present virtually all housing has 
been carried out by local contractors, but 
the Mission feel that there is a considerable 
need for the development of a cheaper form 
of non-traditional house. A number of 
United Kingdom contractors have specialised 
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in such work and may well be able to pyt 
forward proposals to the Developmen 
Board and to the other Departments ang 
Banks concerned. It would only be possible 
however, to compete with local firms if the 
programme were on a large scale. There jg 
also more scope for British architects ang 
quantity surveyors in the larger towns, but 
competition is keen. A number of the more 
important buildings now under construction 
particularly in Bagdad have been designed 
and supervised by British architects. Cop. 
sideration is being given to the construction 
of a new first-class modern hotel. 

Most building materials, except steelwork 
and steel and metal products, are produced 
locally and factories for the fabrication of 
metal windows and doors have already been 
set up, using imported sections. There jg 
possibly some scope for United Kingdom 
manufacturers of wood-working machinery, 
brick-making plant and other machinery 
items whose products are needed in the 
building industry. Firms might consider 
setting up in partnership with Iraqis on such 
work. The need for a good firm specialjs. 
ing in plumbing was also apparent in Bag. 
dad and elsewhere. 


WELFARE, HEALTH AND 
SAFETY 


An Official Handbook 


TPPHE National Joint Advisory Council of 
the Electricity Supply Industry has now 
issued a handbook entitled “ Standards of 
Provision for Welfare, Health and Safety in 
the Electricity Supply Industry,” setting forth 
a large body of recommendations for facili- 
ties in or at the premises of the Electricity 
Boards, which fall broadly into four classes: 
factory, shop, workplace and office. The 
book is based on the belief that industrial 
welfare depends on the provision and main- 
tenance of good working conditions, and 
without pretending to be exhaustive or 
authoritative it covers the subject adequately, 
The recommendations of standards relate 
to cycle, motor cycle and car parks; time 
records and wages; vestibules; notice boards; 
provision for changing, storing and drying 
clothes; attendants’ rooms; washing facili- 
ties; sanitary accommodation; rest rooms: 
catering services, recreation and layout of 
sites; first-aid and medical services; com: 
mittee rooms; sitting facilities; drinking 
water; overcrowding; noise and vibration; 
heating, ventilation, hot and cold water 
supplies; lighting; colour; lettering; safety 
requirements; costs; and maintenance. There 
are 16 appendices setting forth statutory 
regulations, etc., recommendations on 2 
great variety of equipment, and a_ useful 
bibliography. 

It is pointed out that the standards are 
not designed to be rigid and that the recom: 
mendations are intended as a guide which 
is sufficiently flexible to leave scope for local 
option and variety. 

The handbook, which is admirably pro- 
duced, includes a large number of illustra- 
tions by Mr. Gordon Cullen, and there are 
two pages of selected type faces, some 
obviously better than others. Though the 
recommendations would in certain respects 
be too elaborate and costly for many indus- 
trial concerns, they are of considerable 
interest and value as representing the views 
of a working party of officers of the engin 
eering and welfare departments of a great 
nationalised undertaking. The handbook 
published by the British Electricity Authority 
at Winsley-street, London, W1. 

G. 1. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Repairs and Rents Bill 


ON May 25 the House of Lords again con- 
sidered the Housing Repairs and Rents 
Bill in Committee. 

On Clause 22—(Repairs increase for dwell- 
ing house in good repair), LorD BROUGH- 
SHANE moved an amendment to increase the 
amcunt of the permitted rent increase from 
twice to two and a quarter times the statu- 
tory deduction. He said that since the Gird- 
wood Committee’s report, on which the statu- 
tory deduction was based, there had been 
increases in wages, building costs and trans- 
port costs. That was why he proposed to 
raise the permitted increase under the Bill; 
a later amendment would introduce a proviso 
to permit the Minister, as, when and if the 
cost of repairs continued to go up, to vary 
the amount payable. 

The amendment was not designed to get a 
little more for the landlord, but was an honest 
attempt to make the Bill workable. His in- 
formation was that few landlords would make 
any attempt to qualify for the rent increase 
under the Bill. They were bewildered by the 
complexity of the Bill, and were clear about 
one thing, that any increase would be subject 
to income-tax. (Laughter.) Unless it became 
manifest that the permitted increase did not 
normally equate with the amount they would 
be expected to spend on repairs they would 
consider the provisions as little more than a 
mockery. 

During further debate, Lorp SILkIN said 
that the amount would give the landlords 
about Is. or 1s. 6d. a week increase in the 
rent, which would not make any difference. 
It provided a facade which would not be 
effective. 

Lorp MANcrRoFT, Lord in Waiting, said that 
the yardstick could rt be constantly changed 
every time the price of paint went up or the 
cost of timber came down. The Govern- 
ment’s proposal held the balance evenly be- 
tween landlord and tenant, and there was no 
justification for the attempt to juggle the 
figures to meet any change, be it rise or fall, 
in the cost of repairs. The cost of repairs 
had become stabilised, and the suggestion by 
Lord Broughshane was that further increases 
in the rent could be effected solely by Minis- 
terial order. If any change was needed it 
should be done by Act of Parliament. 

The amendment was, by leave, withdrawn. 


Position of New Controlled Houses 


On Clause 23 (rent not to be increased 
above twice the gross value), LoRD WOLVER- 
TON moved an amendment to raise the maxi- 
mum above which rent should not be in- 
creased to two and a half times the gross 
value. He said that while he had no objec- 
tion to the “ stopper ” or ceiling clause, the 
figure chosen by the Minister, of twice the 
gross annual value, did disqualify many new 
controlled houses from any increase. Rais- 
ing the figure would give a reasonable in- 
¢rease with which to do the repairs. 


LorD BROUGHSHANE, seconding the amend- 
ment, said it was argued that the absence 
of the “‘ stopper” would be undesirable be- 
cause it would preserve the anomalous situa- 
tion under which similar houses in the same 
street, or adjoining, were controlled at widely 
different rents. Perhaps too much had been 
made of this point. The present rents of 
controlled houses, new or old, were not 
economic rents. 


Lord MANCROFT said that although the 
“stopper” in the Bill was a rough estimate 
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it was considered to be the fairest and best 
figure. The amendment would make the 
* stopper ” inoperative in all but a few cases. 
It had been suggested that many houses built 
between the wars would not be eligible for 
an increase, but there was no evidence that 
the landlords of these houses were not get- 
ting sufficient rent to keep them in repair. 
The fact that the “ stopper” was operating 
did not mean that it was necessarily wrong. 
There might be some cases of hardship or 
inequality, but the amendment would not 
improve or increase the justice of the Bill. 

The amendment was, by leave, with- 
drawn. 


Recovery of Rent by Landlord 


On Clause 25 (determination whether con- 
ditions fulfilled to justify increase of rent). 

LorD SILKIN moved an amendment to 
delete the provision which contemplated a 
landlord taking proceedings against a tenant 
for recovery of rent after the tenant had 
obtained from the local authority a certificate 
of disrepair. 

He asked what was the purpose of a certi- 
ficate if the tenant having got it the land- 
lord went to the county court and sued for 
the increased rent, just as if no certificate 
had been given. If a tenant withheld the 
rent the landlord could sue for arrears of 
rent in the county court after the lapse of 
six months. He could not understand why 
the decision of the local authority that a 
house was not in a fit state of repair should 
not be final, or why it was necessary to have 
any appeal to the county court. 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR said that the 
amendment would give the landlord no 
chance: it would be a grossly unfair pro- 
ceeding which he hoped the House would 
not countenance. If a local authority re- 
fused to grant a certificate to a tenant he 
(the: tenant) could test that action in the 
county court by withholding the increase in 
the rent. Why should not the landlord have 
the relief if the tenant had it? 

The amendment was negatived by 61 votes 
to 16—Government majority 45. 


Grounds for Appeal 


On Clause 35 (Amendments of Section 1 
of Act of 1949), Lorp MESTON moved an 
amendment to provide that an appeal should 
lie both on fact and law from a determina- 
tion of a tribunal under section one of the 
Landlord and Tenant (Rent Control) Act, 
1949, to the High Court. He said that he 
was making no attack on the rent tribunals, 
but some were more efficient than others, 
and some gave a greater appearance of fair- 
ness. It was most desirable that there should 
be an appeal to the High Court on questions 
of fact as well as on questions of law. 


The LorpD CHANCELLOR said that while in 
some cases there might have been grounds 
for complaint, particularly hy persons dis- 
appointed with tribunals’ decisions, the 
tribunals had dealt with many cases with 
marked success, and largely they had 
operated fairly and well. The Government 
did not think it would be right now to sub- 
stitute another tribunal in the way suggested. 
The matter must be kept constantly under 
review, and if the tribunals did not appear to 
be doing broad justice and if there was any 
general complaint against them it would 
have to be reconsidered. 

The amendment was, by leave, withdrawn. 


Proof of Repairs 


On the second schedule (Proof of past 
repairs by landlord) the LorpD CHANCELLOR 
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moved an amendment to provide that if, in 
a declaration of repairs done, any person 
made a statement which he knew to be 
false or recklessly false in a material par- 
ticular, he should be liable on summary con- 
viction to a fine not exceeding £30. 

The amendment was agreed to and the 
committee stage concluded. 


The Planning Biii 


N May 25, Standing Committee C of 
the House of Commons, which is con- 

sidering the Town and Country Planning 
Bill, dealt with and passed all the clauses 
up to and including Clause 30. 

On May 27; the clauses up to Clause 34 
were also passed. 

On Clause 34 (Application of Part Ill) 
the Committee also ‘discussed the following 
new clause :— 


“ Purchase under S. 19 of the Principal 
Act.—Where a purchase notice is served 
and confirmed under Section 19 of the 
principal Act then without prejudice to any 
claim that the owner may have in respect 
of the refusal of permission to develop 
referred to in the said section, compensation 
payable in respect of the acquisition of the 
land in accordance with the said section shall 
be the existing use value of the said land.” 


Mr. McCoLL pointed out that they were 
now coming to Part III, which dealt with 
the problem of how much compensation was 
to be paid by public authorities who com- 
pulsorily acquired land. The general prin- 
ciple behind this part of the Bill was that 
the compensation payable by a_ public 
authority for compulsory acquisition should 
be comparable with what was paid by the 
Exchequer for refusal of planning permission 
—namely, the existing use value, plus the 
1947 development value, plus the capitalised 
interest, the one-seventh. The Opposition 
did not regard that principle very favour- 
ably, but that was not the point they were 
discussing. They were discussing a special 
type of acquisition. 

There was a particular type of acquisition 
by a public authority under Section 19 of 
the 1947 Act. The principle was that’ if 
under that Act a planning authority refused 
permission to develop the land, if the owner 
claimed that the land had become incapable 
of reasonable beneficial use and the owner 
found that he could not make any reason- 
able use of it under the conditions created 
by the refusal of the planning permission, 
he could request the planning authority to 
acquire the land. He could serve a purchase 
notice saying that the land had to be 
acquired by the authority. It was that kind 
of acquisition with which the new clause 
was concerned. 

The question arose of who should pay 
the unexpended balance of the claim, 
whether the Exchequer or the acquiring 
authority. As he understood it, under the 
Bill that kind of purchase would be regarded 
as a compulsory acquisition under Part III, 
and both the existing use value and the 
compensation element would be paid by the 
acquiring authority, on analogies of 
other acquisitions of land made by a public 
authority. That was an unreasonable pro- 
posal. This was not a case of the planning 
authority requiring land for its own purposes 
and, therefore, compulsorily acquiring it. It 
was a case of the planning authority acting 
not as a development authority but as a 
planning authority, exercising its function as 
such and refusing permission, and rightly 
so, for development. The presumption 
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behind the whole argument was that the 
refusal was a right refusal and had the 
Minister’s approval. He believed that where 
compensation arose for refusal of planning 
consent or because of restrictions imposed, 
the owner should be under an obligation to 
accept the compensation which was assess- 
able in that case. He (Mr. MacColl) felt 
some apprehension about the Green Belt, 
and urged the Minister to clear up this 
difficult matter. 


Green Belt Preservation 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that cost of the 
preservation of the Green Belt would fall 
on the Exchequer, as it would have done 
under the Silkin Act. If a man had an 
acreage of 100 acres, as many builders had, 
or 1,000 acres, in the Green Belt, and wished 
to develop it for housing, and the planning 
authority said that it must be kept in its 
present state, he could not effectively claim 
under Section 19, because that compensa- 
tion was part of what the Exchequer 
properly handled either under the Silkin Act 
or under this Bill. It was for the State as 
a whole to pay for the advantage to the 
whole island of maintaining those planning 
decisions. The man could not claim effec- 
tively because he would not be able to show 
that the land had no reasonably beneficial 
use in its existing state. Section 19 had been 
largely applied in the blitzed cities, but he 
(the Minister) gave an absolute pledge that 
the Government meant that the Exchequer 
should pay for the refusal to allow the use 
of the development rights, and the Govern- 
ment would try to frame an amendment, if 
necessary, to make it clear to people- beyond 
a peradventure that the Minister did not, 
and would not, in deciding whether land was 
incapable of reasonable beneficial use, have 
any regard to prospects of development lying 
outside the existing use range. 

The amendment was negatived by 20 votes 
to 15, and the committee adjourned. 


OTHER BUSINESS 
Dagenham Housing 

On May 19, Mr. PARKER said that on 
March 25 he raised in the House of Com- 
mons the question of housing in Dagenham. 
The Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government (Mr. 
Marples) in his reply, had made a counter- 
attack, and had attacked the Dagenham 
Council and accused them of breaking an 
agreement made with a local builder. In 
fact, he inferred that his refusal of a com- 
pulsory purchase order was due to this 
alleged misbehaviour om the part of the 
Dagenham Council He (Mr. Parker) had 
looked at the correspondence and had come 
to the view that the Parliamentary Secretary, 
in dealing with this matter, had been guilty 
of a gross lack of courtesy and of rank care- 
lessness. He would suggest that Mr. Marples, 
having been a private builder before becom- 
ing a Minister, should exercise particular 
care in seeing that when disputes came up in 
which a local council was in dispute with a 
private builder about a compulsory purchase 
order, he should not only do justice but 
appear to do justice. 

Mr. MarPLes, in reply. said that the 
original title chosen by Mr. Parker for this 
debate was “Housing; Conduct of Parlia- 
mentary Secretary.” That had been pub- 
lished for over a week, and it was misleading 
because it looked as if his personal conduct 
was being brought as an issue before the 
House, and it was unfair because it gave rise 
to many unfounded rumours about him per- 
sonally. The Press had been making daily 


THE BUILDER 


inquiries at his home ever since the title was 
published. The title was amended the day 
before (May 18) but by that time the damage 
had been done and rumours were flying 
round. He was glad that Mr. Parker had 
taken the advice of the Speaker and had 
amended the title. 

The issue was simple: whether the Dagen- 
ham Council had been guilty of double deal- 
ing. He had said in a previous debate that 
they had been, and he repeated that now. 
It was clear all along that the owner of the 
land in question (Mr. England) wanted to 
develop the land himself. That was the pur- 
pose of an application he had made to the 
Dagenham Council. The Council could not 
claim that it did not know that Mr. England 
was proceeding on the basis of being com- 
pletely free to go ahead. Mr. England 
entered into negotiations with Mr. Parrish, 
a local builder, and granted him permission 
to enter on the land for site preparation. 
Parrish’s agents applied to the Council in 
January, 1953, for permission to develop the 
site, and on July 17, 1953, Kemsleys, the 
agents, and Parrish, the builder, were invited 
by the Council to come to a discussion which, 
the Council now said, was “purely on the 
merits of the planning application ”; but what 
they did say at the time was that the Coun- 
cil was “ of the opinion that your application 
should be granted.” They led the private 
builder up the garden path. 

The Council should have said to Parrish: 
“If the planning application fails, we both 
lose, and if it succeeds you will still lose, 
because we shall then put in a compulsory 
purchase order.” But there was no hint 
given to the builder about a compulsory 
purchase order, and on November 9 Parrish 
wrote to the Council suggesting a discussion 
on layout. That letter was acknowledged 
and on November 17 they got a letter from 
the Clerk to the Council which was the most 
cynical he had ever come across in his two- 
and-a-half years as a Parliamentary Secre- 
tary. This stated that the Council would try 
to buy the land compulsorily in order to put 
council houses on it. A week later, the 
Clerk—and that was really sheer effrontery 
—wrote stating that “As you know, my 
Council have always had in mind the 
development of the site for their own housing 
purposes.” 

It was both monstrous and ludicrous to 
suggest that they ever had it in mind. 
Neither the owners nor the builders knew 
anything of the kind. Parrish had been 
led up the garden path. The Council had 
supported the application of the builder be- 
cause they had expected him to build at that 
time, and then they changed their minds. 
Local government in this country had an 
enviable reputation for honesty and straight 
dealing, and he hoped and prayed that it 
always would remain so. It was a reputa- 
tion built up by men anxious to strive in the 
service of the public, and conscious of the 
fact that to do so was a high honour and a 
signal mark of public duty. There must be 
few who were not parties to this matter who 
would not think that episodes of this kind 
were not worthy of the high traditions of 
British public service. Local authorities had 
immense powers with their compulsory pur- 
chase orders and such powers should be, and 
he was happy to say, except for an instance 
such as this, always were used in a wise, dis- 
criminating and fair manner. 


Lighting in School Buildings 


On May 20 Mr. LONGDEN asked the 
Minister of Education how many of her 
officials were employed in administering her 
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requirements for illumination in classrcoms 
laid down in the Standards of School Pre- 
mises Regulations, 1954; and what instru. 
ments were used for testing the standards of 
illumination. 

Miss HorssruGH said it was the duty 
of local education authorities to see that the 
requirements of the Standards for School 
Premises Regulations, 1954, were complied 
with, and no officers of her Department were 
solely employed in administering these kegu- 
lations. If exact measurements of the illu- 
mination in a particular school were required 
her Department arranged for them to be 
made by the Building Research Station of the 
DSIR. 


Litter in the Parks 


In the House of Commons on May 25, in 
reply to Mr. RUSSELL, the Minister of 
Works, Sir Davip Ecc Les, said that the cost 
of collecting and disposing of litter in the 
Royal Parks in London in 1953 was about 
£12,000. This was higher than usual because 
of the Coronation; in a normal year the cost 
would be about £9,000. 

Mr. RUSSELL said that while appreciating 
that the Minister was responsible only for 
the Royal Parks would he agree that the cost 
of collecting litter all over the country must 
be enormous and a great burden on the 
rates. 

Sir Davip Ecc.es said he was sure it was 
and he thought the best thing he could do 
was to give a good example in the Royal 
parks. 

Mr. SToKEs asked if there was not some 
way of introducing a method of summary 
fines to stop this nonsense, because, in his 
view, that was the only way it ever would be 
stopped. 

Sir Davip Ecctes said he doubted 
whether it would be a very good method to 
adopt. Under English justice people ought 
to be given a chance to defend themselves. 

Mr. Strokes: And be as_ untidy as 
possible! 

LiEuT.-CoL. Lipton asked how much litter 
was removed from the Royal parks on 
Saturday, May 15, last; what cost was 
thereby incurred; and how many prosecu- 
tions had been instituted for not using litter 
receptacles. 

Sir D. Ecc es said that about 16 tons 
of litter were removed from St. James’s 
Park at an estimated cost of £500. No special 
record was kept of litter removed from the 
other Royal parks. No prosecutions had 
been instituted for May 15. 

LrEuT.-CoL. Lipton said that while it was 
deplorable that the Royal return events 
should be marred by these vast piles of 
rubbish, which was apparently a modern 
form of thank-offering, was the Minister 











aware that in the recent proceedings against 
a litter lout at Marlborough Street a con- 
temptuous fine of one shilling was imposed, 
which did not help the anti-litter campaign 
very much. 

Sir D. Ecc es said he was aware of that 
small fine. 

Capt. PILKINGTON asked if the Minister [ 


a 


was satisfied that there were sufficient recep- a 


tacles about for the litter to be put into. 


300 extra bins for May 15, but, of course, the 


ublic had a habit turni > n to B 
p a habit of turning them o B vs directly 


one side and standing on them. 


On May 25 Mr. Awsery asked the Minis: 
ter of Works what was the cost of the work 
of reconstruction of Beaupré Castle, Glamor 
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and if the castle would be open free or at a 
charge tothe public when the work was 
completed. 

Sir LD. Eccies said that the cost of the 
work required to put the remains of Beaupré 
Castle into a proper state of preservation 
was estimated at £25,000. He could find only 
a small sum to spend on this important 
monument each year and he could not say 
when the work would be completed. The 
castle was already open to the public free of 
charge While the men were at work; it would 
remain open when the work had been com- 
pleted, and the question of an admission 
charge would be considered in due course. 


Man-hour Statistics 


On May 25 SiR WALDRON SMITHERS asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, in view of the fact that to build an 
average traditional three-bedroom house of 
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1029 sq. ft. required about 2,400 man-hours 
to build in 1953, if he would give similar 
figures for 1939, 1945 and 1951. 


Mr. MarpPLEs, who replied, said that the 
reports of the Girdwood Committee indi- 
cated that the number of man-hours required 
was 2,092 in 1939, 3,034 in 1947 and 2,630 in 
1951. The earliest post-war year for which 
adequate data were available was 1947. 


Garages Under Streets 


On May 25, in reply to Sik HERBERT 
WILLIAMS, the Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, Mr. Marples said that he was 
informed that following consultation with 
the LCC the plans submitted for planning 
approval included provision for garaging 17 
cars under the Victoria-street building and 
20 cars under the building in Dean Farrar- 
street. 





LOSS OF RENT 
Delay on Building Site 


THE question as to whether the contrac- 

tor should be called on to reimburse 
the Maelor Rural Council for loss of rent 
income due to the contractor’s failure to 
complete the Overton housing scheme within 
the contract period was discussed by the 
council at its last meeting when the chair- 
man, Mr. Edward Hanmer, presided. The 
ecided to await the architect’s 
report before deciding what action to take. 
Mr. F. FREEMAN, who raised the matter, said 
that the time given for completion was 40 
weeks from the signing of the contract, and 
the contractor was still on the site. Five 


' houses were not yet occupied. 


Mr. HOCKERHALL-BUCKLEY, clerk to the 
council, said the contract work began on 
February 17, 1953, and the time for com- 
pletion was 40 weeks. The contractor had 
now been on the site for 65 weeks. 

In reply to the chairman, the architect, 
Mr. H. A. CLARKE, said he expected to take 
over the last five houses at the Overton site 
probably that week. He wanted to make it 
clear that the delay was due to a combina- 
tion of about every circumstance one could 
possibly have had to cause delay. Some of the 
causes were outside the control of the con- 
tractor, and he considered at the moment 
that the other causes were within the pur- 
view of the contractor. The whole question 
would have to be carefully considered with 
a view to ascertaining if the contractor were 
liable for damages for delay and, if he were, 
to what extent. He proposed to report to 
the council at the appropriate time. 

Mr. W. J. GRIFFITHS pointed out that the 
contractor had been on the site for 25 weeks 
over the contract period. As five houses 
were still not completed, that period repre- 


| sented a loss to the council of £125 in rent 


on the one block. That was a loss hard 
for them to bear, and it was bound to be 
reflected in the housing revenue accounts. 
There would be smaller losses to the council 


a on other blocks on the estate. 


MR. CLarxE said the contractor was liable 
to pay damages at the rate of £1 per house 
Per week for every house that went over 
the contract period, providing that the delay 
Was directly attributable to him. 


| Pocket Compendium 


A revised edition of Clarke’s Tables and 

| Memoranda has been published by B. T. 

> Batsford, Lid, 4, Fitzhardinge-street, W1, 

| Price 8s. 6d.. and forms a pocket-sized com- 
Pendium of 


echnical data for the builder. 


REBUILDING BRITAIN’S CITIES 


A Task for Architects and Engineers 


THE almost complete rebuilding of 
Britain’s cities and towns in the com- 
paratively near future was envisaged by Sir 
HERBERT MANZONI, City Engineer and 
Surveyor for the Corporation, at a banquet 
and ball held at the Grand Hotel, Birming- 
ham, on May 20, as part of the Institution 
of Structural Engineers’ summer meeting. 

He said that with such new materials -as 
reinforced concrete now available, with new 
light alloys and with new theories, Britain 
was approaching an age in which architec- 
ture, hand in hand with structural engineer- 
ing, was going to produce something of which 
not only this country but the world could 
be proud. 

Given 50 years of peace—and in this 
matter he was an incurable optimist— 
Britain would see the greatest advance in 
building and rebuilding that had occurred for 
very many years. 

“Most of our buildings, put up in the 
last hundred years, are finished,” Sir Herbert 
said. “ Throughout most of the country we 
shall see complete rebuilding of our cities 
and towns and structural engineers, working 
hand in hand with architects, will have that 


job to do. I am quite certain they are 
capable of doing it.” 

OBITUARY 

A. K. Beaton 


WE REGRET to announce the death, which 
occurred on May 20, of Mr. A. K. Beaton, 
founder of the firm of A. K. Beaton and 
Son, architects and surveyors, of Perth. 
Aged 80, he retired from the practice several 
years ago. Mr. Beaton was a former mem- 
ber of Perth Town Council and a senior 
magistrate. 


R. M. Knight, ARICS 


THE surviving partners, Messrs. S. Marcus 
Deacon and Albert W. Granger, regret to 
announce the death on May 18 of Mr. 
R. M. Knight, ARICS, of the firm of 
Deacon, Knight and Granger, chartered quan- 
tity surveyors, 157, Victoria-street, SW1. 


Exmoor National Park Inquiry 


The Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment has instructed Mr. H. G. Warren, 
OBE, ARIBA, MTPI, to hold an inquiry at 
the Shire Hall, Taunton, on June 22, into 
abjections which have been made to the 
Exmoor National Park (Designation) Order. 
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HUMAN RELATIONS IN 
INDUSTRY 
Committee’s First Report 


HUMAN Relations in Industry ” is the 

title of a report published by HM 
Stationery Office for DSIR and the Medical 
Research Council, price |s. 

Good human relations in industry are as 
important as efficient machines and produc- 
tion methods. In fact, as Sir Ben Lock- 
speiser has said, how to make the best of our 
human resources is a problem that goes 
deeper than any other. Realizing this, the 
DSIR, and the MRC set up a committee in 
1953 to advise on research into human rela- 
tions in industry. This is their first report. 
Included in it are details of research projects 
that have been approved and which are now 
going ahead. 

Merely improving conditions of work has 
not been the first concern of the committee. 
The programme of work has been fully dis- 
cussed with trade unionists and industrialists 
so that it should be as practical as possible. 
In every case the committee has tried to take 
a broad view of productivity needs because, 
it believes, “ greater human satisfaction in 
work is both compatible with and essential 
to increased efficiency and productivity.” 

A major consideration has been the slow 
advance of work in the human relations field 
in this country. Scientific standards will 
have to be raised, research methods 
improved and the general quality of work 
made more reliable. So far, the practical 
use to industry of such work has not been 
put across convincingly. This problem will 
have to be tackled and industry encouraged 
to apply the results of research to the 
maximum. 


Approved Prejects 


The main job of the committee during the 
year has been the building up of a research 
programme. Seventy-eight projects were 
considered by the committee and 12 of them 
have already been approved, their estimated 
cost being about £89,000. Others are still 
under consideration. 

One project, on the effect of incentive pay- 
ment schemes on productivity, is being car- 
ried out by Birmingham University. 

Edinburgh University is to carry out two 
researches. In previous work the university 
had found that there was, in some firms, 
friction between inspection and production 
departments which caused inefficiency. The 
work now in progress is directed to finding 
out how the inspection process can best be 
organised to avoid this. The other project 
is on the problem of adjustment to tech- 
nological change and it will be done with 
the co-operation of several Scottish firms 
which have recently begun to develop elec- 
tronic equipment. 

Factors helping or slowing down tech- 
nological change are given considerable 
importance in the committee’s programme. 
Liverpool University is studying the way in 
which new production methods and tech- 
niques can be absorbed without raising 
human problems. 

The Acton Society Trust will investigate 
the effect of promotion policies and practices 
on efficiency and morale in industry. 

The committee is particularly anxious that 
the results of research should be known 
and acted upon in industry. How to bring 
this about is an urgent problem and it is 
considering vatious ways and means, includ- 
ing “ industrial” versions of research reports 
written with the’ needs of industry especially 
in mind. 
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LMBA 


Finding Places for the Extra 
Apprentices 


AN urgent appeal to members of the 
LMBA Council to respond to the presi- 
dent’s invitation to find vacancies for an extra 
thousand apprentices at the end of the 
school session next month was made at the 
May meeting by the chairman of the appren- 
ticeship committee, Mr. A. G. MILEs. 

The recovery of the economic position of 
the country during the last two years, said 
Mr. Miles, coupled with the very consider- 
able easing of the licensing position, per- 
mitted a far more confident view of the 
future and so created an atmosphere more 
favourable to the employment of apprentices 
than we had known for very many years, 
probably for as long as any could remember. 

The number of building craftsmen em- 
ployed in the London region was a little less 
than 80,000. This force should be able to 
train 10,000 apprentices, which meant an in- 
take of 2,000 per year—approximately 
double the present intake. They therefore 
needed a further effort by those loyal firms 
who already trained apprentices to increase 
their numbers, and a big effort throughout 
the Areas to obtain more recruits for their 
Roll of Apprentice Masters. 

“The Areas through their representatives 
on the apprenticeship committee have already 
accepted the challenge to aim at a target in- 
crease of 20 per cent. on last year’s 
numbers,” said Mr. Miles. “I appeal to 
Area chairmen to do their utmost to create 
a real spirit of enthusiasm throughout their 
Areas.” 


Improvements to 1954 Handbook 


THE LMBA Hanpsook for 1954, has now 
been published, several months earlier than 
usual. The change of date was made possible 
by closing the directory section as at the end 
of last year, and adding the names of new 
members in a supplement. The Handbook, 
in addition to particulars of labour and con- 
tract matters, and builders’ memoranda, con- 
tains schedules of charges and hire rates 
for dayworks. These are issued jointly with 
the Southern and Eastern Counties Federa- 
tions and show the revised rates as issued 
to members in January. Another innovation 
is the addition of a list of Regional Hospital 
Boards in the Metropolitan Region. 

Copies, price 7s. 6d., may be obtained by 
application to the Secretary at 47, Bedford- 
square, WC1. 


Telephones on Building Contracts 


AS A RESULT of difficulties reported by 
members in connection with arrangements 
with the Post Office for provision of tele- 
phones on building sites, this matter has 
been examined by the Contracts Committee. 
The LMBA has now been advised that tele- 
phones are provided at contractors’ huts 
on building sites on a permanent basis with 
a minimum hiring period of 12 months if 
it is required in the one position for a long 
period; or on a temporary basis if the tele- 
phone is wanted in the one position for a 
few months only, when the charge is assessed 
on the cost of provision and recovery, with 
proportionate rental for the period of use. 
If a telephone provided on a permanent basis 
is moved to a fresh position for a few months 
only, then service at the new position is 
arranged on a temporary basis. If service 
was first previded on a temporary basis, 
however, then each removal of the telephone 
is assessed separately on a cost basis. 
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WATER CONDUITS 
Swedish Method of Manufacture 


NEW METHODs and equipment for manu- 
facturing tubes of prestressed concrete for 
water conduits have been developed in 
Sweden by the Halsingborg firm of Sylvan 
and Qvibelius after five years of experiments 
at their Astorp mill, writes a correspondent. 

The new technique is used for manufactur- 
ing the so-called “Premo” tubes, invented 
by two Norwegian engineers and now 
patented in 40 countries. The tubes consist 
of an inner tube of concrete prestressed 
lengthwise, an intermediate coil of high- 
quality steel wire and an outer layer of con- 
crete. While no heavier than conventional 
cast-iron tubes, the concrete conduits are 
claimed to be less expensive. A further ad- 
vantage is that they are rust- and frost-proof. 
The tubes are manufactured in standard sizes 
of 5-metre lengths and with an inner dia- 
meter ranging from 300 to 900 millimetres. 


ACCIDENT PREVENTION 
London Group’s Meeting 


AT THE MAy MEETING of the London 
Building and Engineering Contractors Acci- 
dent Prevention Group, Mr. NORMAN 
ELLIOTT, company engineer of Scaffolding 
(Great Britain), Ltd., gave a paper on 
“Safety Aspects in relation to Tubular 
Scaffolding.” 

Mr. Elliott made reference to the misuse 
of scaffolds, and emphasised the importance 
of realising the limitations of scaffold tubes; 
particularly alloy. In connection with the 
construction of scaffolds, he spoke of the 
importance of knowing where the weakest 
point lies and assessing the load accordingly. 

Where it was intended to use the scaffold- 
ing for such special purposes as carrying 
concrete roof members, Mr. Elliott said it 
was most important that an expert engineer 
made a stress analysis. 


CRICKET 
LMBA Draw with LCC Architects 


THE LMBA drew with the LCC Architects 
in their annual cricket match last week, after 
being set a task of 208 to win in two-and- 
a-quarter hours. The architects batted first 
and made 207 for 8 declared. The LMBA 
were 185 for 5 (R. L. Evans 67 not out), 
when stumps were drawn. 


“CONCRETE FARM 
STRUCTURES ” 


THIS BOOK® gives plans, sections, working 
drawings, and all the information necessary 
for the erection in concrete of cowhouses, 
dairies, stables, piggeries, liquid-manure 
tanks and dung pits, barns, implement sheds, 
silos for grass and grain, grain-drying plant, 
roads, yards, culverts, gates, cattle-grids, 
water-troughs, and horticultural frames. The 
last chapter deals with the planning of farms, 
and full information is given on the manu- 
facture of the precast concrete units used 
in the construction. 

The author has for many years specia- 
lised in this class of work, and most of the 
structures described in the book have been 
designed by him and built under his super- 
vision; the author has also himself made 
the precast units. The designs are in accor- 
dance with the latest British and American 
practice, and also with British Standards. 





* CONCRETE FARM STRUCTURES. By A. M. Pennington. 
(London: Concrete Publications, Ltd.) Price 12s. 
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THE PROPERTIES OF 
SAND 
A Simple Test of Purity 


PAPER entitled “Sand ” was prepare 

and read by Mr. H. E. Camppgy 
MICW, AISanE, at the general meeting , 
the Institute of Clerks of Works of Gry 
Britain, held at the RIBA building on Marg 
1. The following extracts from the pape 
have been reproduced from the April iss: 
of the Clerks of Works’ Journal. 


Apt and precise descriptions of sand diffe 
if one refers to various encyclopaedia, dip 
tionaries, or even trade publications. But fy; 
the purpose of this lecture we can assum 
as a generalisation that sand consists of smal 
to minute particles of those homogeneoy 
minerals, rocks and stones. 


The defects cause by indifferent sands ca 
be very serious, since the proportion of diry 
sand used in building is much higher thy 
many interested persons will admit. Diry 
sand has been known to contain fungoid 
spores thus causing fungi to develop when the 
building is warmed by occupation. Perhaps 
a higher proportion of dry rot than is x 
first visualised has been initially introduced 
into houses by timbers coming into contac 
with badly mixed mortars and plasters of 
infested sand. Settlements in brickwork, 
cracked concrete, crazed and stained plaster 
and defective glazed tileworks are all item 
that can arise from bad sand. _ It is no 
always easy to pinpoint the actual culprit 
responsible for the use of bad sand on th 
site. Few contractors, suppliers or transpor 
companies can afford the risk of knowingly 
permitting wilful deception or similar corrupt 
practices and the continued use or misus 
of sand, good or bad, is very much at the 
door of site supervisors. The following easy 
preliminary decantation tests can help a clerk 
of works to determine within rough limits if 
the deliveries of sand are suitable to satisy § 
the specification on most ordinary works. 
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any of the mixture of sand and water. Nex — S8RICKS 
allow the contents to settle. Pure sand wil B Ful Loads. 
settle almost immediately and leave the water F First Hard Sto 
fresh and clear. The intensity of the colou F ee Hard § 
of the water and the time the silt takes 10 a .. 
rest on the top of the sand and the proportio) B of haulage i 
of silt are all progressively noticeable featur F be obtained 
which will help to determine how long th F tin. Nomin: 
i i ippi is load District Con 
lorry driver must wait before tipping his S Cellular 
or indeed whether he will tip his load at all Keyed 
The rubbing of a little sand between the Rustics 
fingers is at its best but an apology of a tes tater Rus 
and at its worst downright laziness. Whei§ ar 
definite gradings of sand are specified the SMF Best Blue Pres 
pliers should be asked to provide small F Do. Bull 
samples of the types of sand they can suppl F vey Cut 
well before deliveries are expected to col f- Usbride Lim: 
Vics { f Yxbridge Whi 
mence. Only the sands actually approv’h) yin ‘po 
should be allowed to be delivered. The ts F Stations) 
for grading are done by sieving and dF - do. 
measure or by weighing after sieving. And a = pest 
as most sand is delivered already bulked .' a 
; : : a a dried by fe “t2a: Machin: 
that is damp, it will have to be dried 1 Sites) 
gentle heat. Drying by wind or fanning 5° 2¢in. Hand-m 
undesirable as much of the finer particls F et) C 
are liable to be broadcast from the dryint § (Lo onion 
pan. It should be appreciated that perso! in. Surrey 
opinion is no justification for a clerk ® (London Sit 


works to permit the use of bad sand. 
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THE BUILDER 


CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities Of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
cx merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 


merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 
Pit Sand aus 
Washed Sand ... 
in. Shingle... 
in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze me 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag “Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


‘CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site ie 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site aaa ae 
1 to 6 ton do. site . 


32s. 6d. per 

ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to ~— 9d. - ton. 

White Portland Cement we 
Under | ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 


Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 


(I-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6 6-ton —— at Railway Depot, 
London ee! ae 


' BRICKS 
» Full Loads. 


First Hard Stocks ae 
Second Hard Stocks ... 


» Mild Stocks 


Allloaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 


| 2jin. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 


District Commons ... 
Cellular do. 
Keyed do. 
Rustics . 

Cellular Rustics ae 
Single Bullnose do. 
Sandfaced 


» Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) 


Do. Bullnose (London Stations) 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . 


In. Best 
Stations) 
in, do. 


Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
(London Stations) .. 
(London Sites) 


- ee made Multi Red Facings (London 
es) 


P . in, aeeemes je Sandfaced Red Facings (London 


: a ie Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
: corpon Sites) 

in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi ‘Stock _Facings 
Gee Sites) 


per yd. 
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2$ in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi 
(London Sites) ea ‘ 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, » Ivory, ‘Brown— 
Stretchers 
Headers : 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4h i in. Flats | 
Double Stretchers ... a aa 
Double Headers 
One side and two ends 
Two sides and one end Pee cha 
Splays and Squints = 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 73% for Best quality and 
plus 74% less 10% for Second quality 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
Ho.Ltow Cray PartTITION BLocKs (Keyed) 
Minimum 
; lorry loads. 
i er 
24 in. “a 140 yds. 
3 in. abs aes «« 120 yds. 
4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
2 in. saa re .-- 100 yds. 
yy er aaa .- 85 yds. 
3 in. ‘eas Oe «- to 9am 
Cs ere ane so os wGe 
CRANHAM 


Stock Facings 
per 1,000 


2 in. 

24 in. 

3 in. 

4 in. aa 

4} in. Load bearing quality we mee 

FLoor BLOocKs 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. dado 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads 

4 in. do. 

5 in. 

6 in. 

7 in. 

8 in. 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


per 1,000 


... per yd. sup. 


2) 
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4 13 
39 7 
46 16 
54 1 
61 15 
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The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


delivered London Area. 

Over 2tons under 2 tons 
Best Quality +673% 
B.S.S. Best do. + 10%, +673% 
Tested Quality +374%+673% 
B.S.S. Tested do. +473%+674% +474%4974°2 +4742 
3 in. Land Drain eee o 12 in. es per 1,000 
4 in. do. é sg 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 

Monks Park.. tie 

St. Aldheim Box Ground 
Delivered in railway trucks at ‘South Lambeth 

B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _,, 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area eee pa 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region ee see 

Hopton-Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
Zin. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to Sft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area Gas per ft. 

1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 

described ‘a 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue ‘Robin ‘Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 

9 in. X 3 in. Rubbed, peneesae ameae “= 
stooled cills 

12 in. X 6in. do. “do. 

12in. X 3 in. Plain. coping, twice throated... 

12 in. x 3 in. Weathered mes twice throated coping 

14 in. X< 6in. do. ais 

4tin. x 9in. Plinth, cial ‘ae top and face ... ‘a 

3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes «» per ft. sun 


. per ft. cube 


under 2 tons 
+974% +1073% 

+10% +973% +10% +1073% 
+374%+974% +374%, +10749% 


2+ 1074", 


10 8 
13 14 










1000 








Delivered London area Seal 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 sed ions in 


quantities of 1 ton (89 yds to 1 ton) . See per yd. 
1} in do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) aes = 

2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) Ree a 

23 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) ae % 

3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) 


Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per 4 in. of thickness. 
} in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 


per 100 sq. ft. 2 
qin or" do. ae ae ede nat un 2 
% in. do. bee a ec 3 
¥ in. Aaeae Flat Building Sheets .«.» per yd. sup 
—e Felt, . oy oes ca ca me 
on Scotch Glue, 44 slabs — ae .-» per $ cwt. S 
do. pearl ... aes ie “T x 5 
Croid Glue ose — see 28 Ib. 2 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots) ose +. per ton 54 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) | aR mee ua 50 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots)... oo « per cwt. 2 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots)... om et 2 
METALS STEEL Joists, ‘ee. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. x 5in., 8 in. x Sin., 8 in. X 6in., 10in. x 6 in. 
12 in. x 6 in. plain cut to nn? delivered London 
area «we oe ate +» «per ton 37 
Extra for sizes 
3in. x 1} in. eos = 3 
3 in. x 3 in., 4in. x 3 in., 5 in. 24 in. Boe a 1 
4in. X l?in. a eee os 3 
42 in. X 1} in., 24 in. x Thi in. ss3 ae s 2 
<w. x 3 in, 22in. X 7in. ... ose sat “a 1 
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THE BUILDER 


STONE—continued € e208. 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork... perft.cube 1 2 6 
Do. do. fair one edge for oma apie 
brickwork cas bas as an 16 9 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 7 10 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front .. perft. cube : 2 0 
12in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . 116 9 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, givensizes _... per ft. sup. 7 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, inrandom sizes peryd.sup. 2 11 9 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French ne te from 
Lincolnshire district we os a 28 18 6 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ae * sie 41 18 6 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district a 56 17 6 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district ... Aan 2 hi 0 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district . ae 335. 0 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. eee was 1 8 6 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. con a Va Seer 
Concrete tiles 10} x 64 .. ‘ soe ae 618 6 
do. Interlocking (49S) 18 9 6 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ ‘responsibility. 
SLATES 
First- -quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual. 
Bx ... 100 16 9 
ae X 12 86 6 6 
ze x 11 78 0 6 
20 x 12 43 328 
20 x 10 68 10 9 
18 x 10 47 8 
18 x 9 43 15 0 
16 x 10 42 18 3 
16x 8 243 3 
Note. —Breakage in ‘transit, " purchasers’ ‘responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality ... ae ... Ex. Wharf per standard £105 to £125 
Carcassing quality do. es £90 to £100 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. - £106 0 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. en do. perft.cube 1 5 0 
do. Honduras do. er do. oe + ie Te, 
Oak European do. cea do. es 137 6 
do. Japanese do. : do. Ke 2 So @ 
do. English Logs sawn do. - 15 0 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. me 30 0 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. ots 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 
13 in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. oe 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. : eae each 142.0 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. eee an Pee a 43: 0 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. a. baw ose 6 114 0 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ss as ae 116 6 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2% 6in. XH Om, ... 6 ~ Br 29 0 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ie a ee mh 2 41-6 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. as set ee - 2-1 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ace iva aes a 23 6 
SUNDRIES 
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6in. X 3 in. ee sas ais ae ree +s. per ton 

9in. X 7in. des ree bee wae ose ° aa 

10 in. x 44 in., 12 in. X Sin. wii toe: : 

Sin. x 4¢in., 6in. X 4}in., 7in. X 3tin., 

Jin. X 4in., 8in. xX 4in., 9in. X 4in., 

10 in. x Sin., 10 in. X 8in., 12in. x 8in., 

13 in. X Sin., 14in. x Shin, 14in. X 6in., a 

14in. X 8 in., 25. <5 10, 15in. x 6in., 

16 in. X 6in., 16in. Xx 8 in., 18 in. X 6in., 

18 in. x 7in., 18 in. x 8 in., 20 in. x 6} in., 

20 in. X 74 in. ae Moe ose ee ine 

Steel angles average price se dee ae ace NS 

Steel tees average price eee seo ooo 

Fabricated work delivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted ahs ase eae eu an 
Compound girders oe sev ie aoe cent an 
Stanchions os ee bee oe ‘ge TEs 
Compound stanchions ise — aie elias 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ase eta, Se 


Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 


Stock % in. diam., and a heen Fs is 
3 in. — re : eae a «.. per ton extra 
tin. do. ... nas nee ses ous ate = 
gin. do. ... aes ae ma Gee eet aa 
gin. do. ... ase tes ws bo oes $s 


MiLp STEEL TUBES 


Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices -_ following discounts; 
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38 15 0 


39 15 


52 10 
37 15 


66 10 
78 10 
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Galvanised bing W.I. Fittings alleable Fittings 


Class A — 

Class B + 34% Light + 203% Malleable List — 
pics ¢ + 2197 Heavy + 284° 

acK— 


ClassB — 13% Light 

ClassC - : 3% Heavy + 163% 
C.Il. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 

Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


Gutters Nozzles 
3 in. Ae Pat ee aes ein eae 2/9 
3} in. nan ua one gee es, Ohoe 3/- 
4in. nee nee eee zee wee = 4/55 3/5 
4} in. oe a = 55 e — 4/104 3/9 
5 in. Ke ie Bas a «os oFoe 4/2 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
3 in. ‘isis Bre ue 4/1: 3/8 
34 in. eas te a ace «- 4/63 3/8 
4in. - ze eee ae oes he 3/9 
4} in. sas Ses was ine sacs LOR 4/5 
5 in. ae Ane ree Ae cc Re 5/1 
C.I. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6- vies said Pipe Bends 
2 in. ote wee oe © G/58 3/5 
24 in. ges ie ae ess os (69 3/9 
3 in. ae sis ens AS On | {75 4/9 
34 in. a aoe ie eas oe OEE 5/8 
4in. ais ee 9/114 6/11 
LCC. ‘Coe Som Pres 
2 in. swe ws sf wt LT 5/10 
23 in. aoe see ant aoe «a “O27 6/6 
3 in. ore eee as aes « 9/03 7/2 
3} in. ae “ae ue eas « =10/14 8/il 
4in. cos PESOS 10/- 


Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lo 
only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 10% and 
tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2 ton lots 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PIPES 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends 
4 in. AS sae mk! sae 20/5 14/3 
6 in. sas Ses we se FZ 30/4 29/7 


ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 


in. 24 in. 3 in. 

Pipes 6-ft. lengths peryd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 
Shoes.. sc ORC 275 2/8 3/2 
Single Branches... z= 3/9 4/6 5/4 
Bends square or obtuse __,, 2/8 2/il 3/9 
Swan Necks 4} in. proj. ,, 2/11 3/9 4/3 

do. 6in. do. ,, 3/2 3/9 4/10 

AsBEstos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 

in. + in. 5 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. a -. ban 3/7 3/11 4/8 

Drop ends ... 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Stop Ends ... ax ee /10 /il 1/- 
Angles ee Gee ee 2/11 3/5 4/1 

Nozzles ame ee 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Union Clips ue aes 1/5 1/8 2/1 


AsBesTOS HALF-ROUND GUTTERS ANP FITTINGS 
3 in. 4in. 4tin. Sin. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths peryd. 2/6 2/114 3/03 3/7 
Drop ends ... «. Gen 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/it 
Stop ends ... jie, ae /9 /10 /il 1/- 


Angles pie sees ee 2/5 2/8 2/11 3/2 
Nozzles ies sce. “Sp 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 
Union Clips weer 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 


94% +359, 


% Malleable List — 393% 


14/7 


Branches 
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THE BUILDER 


METALS—continued 

Per ton basis 

in London 

6. Gs. 

39 10 O 

37 15 O 

‘ 38 10 O 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 

zs & «@ 


Iron—Staffordshire Crown eaniehicts Quay 
Mild Steel Bars - 
Miid Steel Hoops 


Sofi sheets C.R. and C.A.— 

20 gauge ... : FEE eas nae ws 48 19 

4 gauge ... Sele ise aes wae con «we 4 4 

6 gauge one .. 48 14 

vanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

Q gauge ... sie Mee wee Sas ee 10 
gauge ... ar: rap rer nad aes daa 4 10 

26 gauge ... ‘ ae aa 7 

lvanised Flat sheets ee R. and C.A.— 

20 gauge ... e dee a ‘ia 3 10 
24 gauge ... ee fo: ee Wee = mee 10 
26 gauge ... Ss a ee wes re ios 5 

PLUMBERS’ BRAss Work, CopPER, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 
All per doz. din. Zin. lin. fin. Ifin. 

Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron 73/6 109/3 

Toilet bib cocks for iron 94/6 135/6 

Screwdown stop cocks foriron 63/-— 91/3 179/6 308/9 441/- 778/- 
do. with two unions forlead 85/- 126/-— 223/9 400/— 529/- 1178/- 

Double nut boiler screws . 15/9 22/- 40/- 41/- 56/9 80/- 

Heavy Croydon ball valves ... 65/- 148/- 226/9 413/9 586/- 

Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron , ... 16/6 20/- 33/- 57/9 7T1/- 138/9 

ldin. If¢in. 2in. 3in. 34$in. 4in 

Caps and screws aoe coe 20/0 34/9 30 6 78/9 100/9 3 13 

Brass sleeves ... eee sa 6/3 26/3 47/3 63/- 

14 x 6 1b. a em 2 x 7Ib. 3 x Tb. 

Lead P. trap with aon sama 
screws - «=—6. 59/- 74/- 118/- 201 /- 

Lead S. trap ‘do. 71/- 88/3 144/6 260/— 

Solder ‘ji & 
Plumbers’ : ae eis a - peri. 3 3 
Tinmen’s sea Pook Meiers ee eat wes ia 4 0 
Blow pipe zee etied 4 1 

Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 273 d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 

Extra 
d. 


G 


. 
. 
al 
9, 
4, 
al 


G 


ooo cco AND 


in. X 19 gauge Total per lb. 
x 19 


EG Ot 
Rolled Copper ‘sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras ... .. perton 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. upwards per cwt. 
12 gauge (23 SWG) 
14 gauge (21 SWG) a 
Brass tubes basic ii non vino and manufactur- 
ing extras 4 .. per lb. 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


Lead Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance and sci per ton 
Lead Water Pipe in coils xe <6 oa 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. ‘to 4 in. dia. ... a 
do. over 4 in. dia. as ‘ wea oe 

Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe Zs se og 
Extras over Basis for quantities under | ton 
Sewt. and under | ton per cwt. 
3cwt. do. Sewt. :.. a ves ie x 
lewt. do. J cwt. -... re ue 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 

weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 

extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £89 Os. Od. per 

ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton 
do. White do. do. 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. 
do. Fine do. do. 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads 
Hydrated Lime do. 
Lump Lime yaa 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in ‘l-ton loads . 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ase tice 9 
Hair per cwt. 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board Zin. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site . per yd. 
Gypsum P laster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., } in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery Delivered site eee 


Coo cococoo 


— 


— 
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— - 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 

Ceiling Distemper 

Washable Distemper 

Gloss Paint ... 

Snowcem cement paint (in T cwt. drums) _ 


per cwt. 


coooo 


per ‘gal. 
per cwt. 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILs. 


Ground White Lead, | cwt. kegs a per cwt. 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 gal. lots i in 1 gal. tins per gal. 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg per cwt. 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. kes 

Size XD quality, 28 lb. ... 

Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. 


SUNDRIES. 


Turpentine substitute (5 gal) Drums extra 

do. do. (40 gal. drum) do. 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior ... 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) x46 nee oan at 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) ree wae eee per Ib. 
White Lining Paper af ae oad +s. per piece 


Same 
per gal. 


onoocnoo 


ae me 


Re NARU 
NADODWN 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 

Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside 
Oak Pale Copal GO, _ «:: 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. 
Finest Carriage Varnish 

Front Door Varnish 

Japan Gold Size 

Black Japan 

Brunswick Black - 

Berlin Black 

Terebene Se 

Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) 
French and Brush Polish (do.) 


ND te ee te DN Ne ee 
SOSSSOSOSASADASDA 


_ 


GLASS 


Delivered London area. Per ft. super 
4.-¢ 
4 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ... 
OZ. ” ” ” see 
= = wo! es » 


ii a “Rolled Plate.. A 

fein. and } in. Rough Cast 

+ in. ses Rolled and Cathedral, Standard d patterns - 

ae pi 

do. Standard Tints 
do. Special Tints mas eae ake 

+in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, 

Reedlyte and Luminating aa 
4 in. Wired Cast .. 
+ in. Georgian W ired Cast 


— Glass Blocks— 
B.2 5} x 52 X 3 in. .. 
P. B.3 73 x 7} X 3¢ in. 
P.B.32 73 x 73 a? ee 
Radiused Corner Blocks to match up ’ with— 
P.B.2 ‘ Z ms 
P.B.3 
P.B.32 ses 
din. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. “Quality— 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. 
is 5 ft. sup. 
45 ft. sup. 
100 ft. sup. 


din. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates seein 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one way or 135 in. 

both ways sa ; e 

Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ditto . 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto . ae ee 
Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum Per ft. a 
Description of Glass quantity. s. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. nor ea ae ee 3,000 
24 oz. aoa aaa ae a 
E - 


Ne 


; Reeded, 


> 
NNwDS 


ANAPWA AKDWN LPANM —ee 


Aeunrs Ow 


hy “Rolled Plate 

4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White a 

tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, 
Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte 

#s in. and } in. Rolled Plate or maneeS oe 

+ in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal 

} in. Georgian Wired Cast 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 





AS FROM MAY 24, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 






















































































































































































































































— Grade KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. PPO io ~ 
SMDIR) ov adscaboasastaseres : See ee re Ee ee) «| ARIE Gapcnacesareeancts : 
Aberdare ..... ok Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B. a 
ey oo Craftsmen ... aes ae 3/9 3/83 3/8 3/74 gittingbourns, sense a 
ngdon ...... s DS os oral 
Aeoragton er Labourers ... tat eee 3/34 /3 3/23 3/2 Skipton U.D. .... ae 
Addlestone . nom Town. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. a UD. .. “ rs 
Aldeburgh ........: oe Banh ace cbi ns yonapoonneeee A2 Felixstowe ........s00000 Pee BNA: cccckedassvesnssesnences A2 Smethwick CB... eer: 
Aldershot District .A2 at : x methwick C.B. me 
‘Al D Fr Burnham-on-Crouch . Filey U.D. . aA er és Sietiahan A? 
freton U. sees UNEY one coccxscctens Fleetwood ack Lyneham (Devon) . A2 Samiecset. (Couity oF 5 
Alnwick .... Al ; omerset, County of .tA2 
AtatactiAS ry Burton-on-Trent C.B. yl rer vA Macclesfield Southampton A 
crincnam : TT eee a ee Folkestone .A2 Maidenhead Eee i peeaeseeenes 
Amble......... Al : 1 Southend-on-Sea Dist. a 
eset de we Bury St. Edmunds Frinton Al Maidstone ... Southport .......... oR 
manuantded .. ar BRIN. ....0000220c0cee Frome pati sateweeee soos Maltby _....... ws South Shields C.B. i. 
Andover .... we Byfleet ......+... Gainsborough U.D. — Maldon (Essex) . : Spalding U.D. ..... A2 
Ardingly . Ae Calder Valley .. Gateshead ........... A Malvern U.D Stafford M.B.. ey 
Arundel . ik? Cambridge ..... Gillingham (Kent)... Al Manchester ... Staines .......... os 
SEN Ee ee ee A2 Cannock U.D... G1OSSOP —.seeeseeeeeees me x Manningtree .. Stamford M.B. .. Al 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D....A Canterbury ie Gloucester ..........+++++ yo soe sit Mansfield M.B A Stantonwick ne 
Ashby Woulds U.D........-. A FS ee ee A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of A2 March .....eee0++ -A2 Stevenage Se 
Ashford (Kent)........ A2 Cardiganshire, County of $A2 GOGARRING: — occccccscvescccere A2 Margate ....cccccocccccccscccees A2 Stockport a ee 
Ashford (Middlesex) A Re A Goole M.B A Market Harborough U.D. A Stockton R.D. ... he 
Ashington ..........+. A Carmarthenshire,Cnty of $A2 KSosport. ;..;-.... A MaryPpolt ........cceeeeeeeseeeees A Stockton-on-Tees ... wt 
PeRIOMIL . <5issasussass0s A Carnarvonsbire, Cnty. of $A3 Grantham M.B. . Matlock U.D. . Al Stoke-on-Trent C.B. ee 
Ashton-under-Lyne A CS ere A Gravesend ........ ey S Melksham .........- oe AZ Stoke Orchard ....... Al 
Aspatria and Brayton......A2 Castleford ot Great Yarmouth ...........+++- A Melton Constable .........---A2 Stourbridge M.B. wesc 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) A Caterham..........>-»; oi Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U Al Stourport OLD. sececosceseavs A 
OTE REE a ii se A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith ............A Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Merthyr ......-+++ A Stowmarket Ad 
Aylesby (Yorks) . ee Charmy Down ....... a Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough A Stratford-on-Avor ce 
Aylesham ........ A2 Chatham & District . Yt) Guilsborough....... Al Middleton ...... A Sunderland District ......... A 
Bagshot A2 Cheadle (Staffs) R.D.. A Guiseley ...... oA Middlewich ...... oA Sunningdale ............6006+ Al 
35 a ea “a2 Chelmsford .......... A Halesowen M.B. A Milford Haven . Al Sutton Coldfield M.B. ...... A 
Banbury aba "AD Gheltenham ... aX Halifax ...... & Morecambe ...... aoe Swaffham oA 
Becnaid <Gastia 10D. ........0A Chepstow Al Halstead A2 eae I sesees — Swanage ... Al 
Barnoldswick U.D. ae Chertsey  ' Haresfield .. Al ae ey «. : SWANSEA ..eseseeeeeeeeeerereees A 
Barnsley . “A CHOBIEL .....055050 ame Harlow ...... A Nantwich . rs Swindon hesens <ce 
Barrow-in-Furness ...... i Chesterfield M.B... oooh Harpenden ak Nelson ....... A Swinton U.D. ... uA 
Barrow-upon-Soar RD. Chesterfield R.D.......... ew Harrogate mers Newark-on-T! D., Al Tamworth M.B. ”* 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chester-le-Street U.D. ......A Hartlepool A INEWOMITY osesecsicossese .A2 Tenterden ..... “A2 
WARY. vc che sadesssspsvoseceseee’ A Chichester ....;........- eeseees A2 Harwich ...... A Newcastle-on-Tyne —.........A Tewkesbury ..... Al 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere .. ..A2 Newcastle-under-Lyme ......A Thames Haven ar 
by-on-the-Wolds A2)......A ham Within and Harden- Hastings _....... .A2 New Forest District ..... ; Thetford ........... TA2 
RREDKE  cctoecctese Al Huish .......eeeeeeeee essere A2 Hatfield (Herts.) .... ek Newmarket ......... : THOEDE TRAY: <asceucosscnees+evous A 
etn ., . ane « Chorley seen Haywards Heath ... .A2 Newport, Mon. .. an Thurrock U.D.C. Area ...... A 
Batley ..... mer Clacton . Al Hemel Hempstead ............A Newport Pagnell . , North of, to Billericay A 
Baxterley Ad Cleethorpe A Henley-on-Thames A Newton Abbot ...... Al ail bene oss Sessa ccas es A 
Beaconsfield & District......Al Clevedon Al ee eee ..A2 Northallerton Dist. ak Todmorden . we 
Disarsishi <..<-...-0000se ec Cleveleys ... A Herefordshire, Cnty. of... $A2 Northampton C.B..... adi Tonbridge .. “AL 
Bearl Ft Clitheroe ... A RRBERIS FBS ca xenssesossocneaces A2 North Shields....... a Torquay ... “Al 
Bearpar ae Coalville U.D. .... A Hertford ...... eet Norton Radstock kel Totnes AL 
Beccles A2 Cobham (Surrey). seni Hexham U.D ak Norwich ........ A Trowbridge... A2 
Bedale R.D ney Colchester ....... “sc Heysham ........ merN Nottingham C.B. . A Tunbridge Wells "Al 
Bedford ..... ci Colne ........ vA High Wycombe Al Nuneaton M.B... A Tynemouth C.B. .. A 
Bedlington ot ie Bay . s Highworth ....... .A2 Oakham U.D.. A2 Uppingham (Salop) Al 
Bedwas .......+- pabaaecccscsseeon A Sei cee z Hinckley U.D. A Oldham ...... <o Uttoxeter U.D. .....0.00000055 A2 
Beeston & Stapleford U.D. A Consett ...... vA Hitchin ...... A Ongar .... A : 
BeeF AD cs eee A Conway .......seseeeererereeees Al Hoddesdon ae pedis, ay WAKeHISlE: as. cccccsesseosesess A 
Belton A Cornwall, County of. Horley ..A2 Ossett and Horbury nN Wallsend B. ... eS 
nee as ip Coventry C.B. .. ey Horsham he i nat Walsall C.B. soo 
Berkhamsted uA i EBON cccccssevcerssacess oe 
Berrington Al Cranbrook . A2 Horwich ... ee: Oxted Al Walsden .......... . <a 
Berwick District rX Cranleigh ...... A2 Huddersfield A Paignt Al Walton-on-Naze Al 
Beverley ......... A Crawley (Sussex -A2 BRON sesuessescass A Seinen a wer Ware oes cccasennacess woh 
Bexhill-on-Sea A2 CrEWE eeeeeeeevees oA Hunstanton ........... «AZ eterborougn ....... “ss Warminster A2 
Biggleswade .. A2 Cromer ......... Al Huntingdon (Staffs) scare Pickerin “1 Warrington ... vA 
Billericay .... A | Growborough io am ee Gace i | Warwke MB... vA 
ee A Cuckfield ........... .-A2 Ingatestone or a cone eT, Wellington U.D. .. Pee 
Billingham U. A Dalton-in-Furness . A Ipswich  ......0++ vA Pontypridd District He — (Norfolk) * 
Bilsthorpe...... A Darlington District . A Isle of Sheppey ... .-A2 Portishead x CLWYD _oeensees see ss 
Birchington .A2 Darwen  ........--22 aaah Isle of Thanet...........0000++- A2 Portland Stoneyards .........A bg Gar. he ae 
Birkenhead .............see004+ . cS eee ..A2 Isle of Wight ..........00..-++- A2 Patamouth .. iz Wand FOMWICD ©, _ 
Birmingham C.B..... TA Denbigh Town -A2 Jarrow M.B. A Port Talbot A neces aa ; ‘ 
Bishop Auckland ma Derby C.B. A m ppeseesescesenssee * Westcliff-on-Sea .... <a 
Bishop’s Stortford SELCe COS a ll aes, he Keighley ..... A Preston A Westerham ..........- Al 
BED ao csencnorsenciahaink A Devon, County of . $A2 Kendal ........... roo Pudsey ...... A Weston-super-Mare .. Al 
lil ep seam * same " —_~ Kenilworth U.D. ag PHIBOPOUGR....:<6sccerscesseees A2 Weybridge .......... ik 
Blackpool Ses Tene A WHOSE cacvsccces AD Kettering M.B. . A Radnorshire, County of $A2 Weymouth Al 
Breath ER DD, ..c0assescos02 nm ay (fli a "A2 Keynsham ..... A PRGATETEO sa esccnrsecceaccsosss A2 Whitby U.D. ...........:00+++ Al 
Blaydon U.D c mx ninnieanter ni 58. *, ere Kidderminster M.B. A Rayleigh ... carci Whitstable and District ...A2 
Blidworth ....... x Dorking eee aia eae King’s Lynn ........ Al Reading .. A Wickford ......cecsseererseseees A 
Blyth .........- x Dorset, County of (except- Kingskerswell Al Redcar B. .. Widnes .... we 
Bognor Regis .. “A2 ing Poole, Swanage and Kingsteignton ae Redditch O.D._ .... A Wigan . a 
Boldon U.D. . x Wimborne Al) A2 ES Sea vA Redhill and Reigate rr Wigton .A2 
Bolsover U.D. . mY Rhee Ee A2 Knaresborough U.D. A RIGOR —sesencspsesoneses A3 Willington A 
Rion |. .sscais “A “ended Eee gaa ECIR TGSWIE ...cccesecnces . Al Rochdale Sea Wilmslow ..........: Re 
Bourne End ; Driffield U.D. ..... Al Lancaster .......... sh Rochester... Al sak County of . 
Bournemouth District ...... A Droitwich M.B. ol Leamington M. B. A Rotherham .. A inchester .......+. 
Bracknell Dudley M.B. .... mr’ Leatherhead ...... A Rugby M.B. . A ome on eo 
Bradford Dunstable .... ne TBBUR- accusesseeces A Saffron Walden A2 Wis af and Eton 
Bradford-on-Avon , Dee TONY a0cccncescesseces A Leicester C.B. ...... A St. Albans aie ba sacececcceceeceasseserrs 
SECMIIMIONS oss inconpsasonssanees 1 Eastb Al Leighton Buzzard 1 St. Helens Asch Woking seaseseseceeeeeeenecees® 
Breconshire, County of...fA2 E Glam &M peak “gape a Letchworth ..... wl St. Neots...... wrt! ee 3 
Brent Knoll .A2 E; am. & Mon. Val.......... eS eer ey: Salisbury _ City..... a. OKINGNAM  ..-e0.0 os -neeerers 
Brentwood A ast Grinstead District...A2 | [ichfield M.B. . "A. | Salisbury Plain ............A2 | Wolverhampton CB. ......¢ 
Bridling Eastwood (Notts.) U.D....... A incoin C.B id h Woodbridge ..........-+ A2 
gton ... vA Ebbw Vale & District A Lincoln C.B. .... : Sawbridgeworth ... cool Ww. CB A 
Brierfield ...... ic sities sage oe NS Littlehampton Saxmundham "SAD orcester C.B. . ve 
Brighouse ......... oe * Edenbridge .......... ae Liverpool ...... tas Scarborough RES be eg 5 , 
Brighton ......... = E Pie easperenson? cok Llandudno . Scunthorpe .... A. orksop M.B. . ‘a 
Bristol ....... ar PpPINE «. co 4 Llanelly Selby  ~...0... wr Worthing ..........-. 0° ; 
Broadstairs ..........-+ ID bey wen Amceoanmommnar uaa London... ; Sevenoaks . a a oe 
Bromsgrove U.D... ck Fakenham A2 Long Eaton .... A Sheerness . ay wescmetee. se eeeeeeneres st 
a ee aa xt Falmouth Be Loughborough M. <h Sheffield a wr am ia ga ese 
Broughton (Cheshire) ......A PREMIER <oscccavccesoesevvox sane A Louth: MB. .....3- A2 Shipley ....... A ymondham ... 
Buckley - ccvccvrcrcccsesssvccocse A PAVGPSAM ...psrcciccscoesesess A2 THOU = ha sicicnsescevicecens A Shoeburyness .......seseeeeeeee A MONE) Se ics ccvecnaescessencetous 








*For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 10}d.; Labourers, 3s. 5d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 3s. 10d.; 
Labourers, 3s. 44d. t Plus 2d. per working day. + This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
Nore.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 


Women’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country 
other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 


the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out work 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 10€6 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Trades Exhibition 

It has been announced that the Man- 
chester Building Trades Exhibition will be 
opened by Sir David Eccles, Minister of 
Works, on October 19, at the City Hall, 
Deansgate, Manchester. This is the 20th of 
the series. 

Builder as Mayor 

Alderman A. E. M. Cavell, formerly 
deputy mayor, has been elected mayor of 
Deal. Aged 48, Alderman Cavell is a direc- 
tor of A. A. Cavell and Sons, Ltd., builders 
snd contractors, of Deal, Kent. 


Building Education Conference 

The East Anglian Regional Advisory 
Council for Further Education is arranging 
4 conference on building subjects at the 
Shire Hall, Cambridge, on June 28, under 
the chairmanship of Mr. Harvey G. Frost, 
gnior vice-president, NFBTE. Those wish- 
ing to attend should communicate with the 
conference secretary: Dr. F. Lincoln 
Ralphs, County Education Office, Stracey- 
road, Norwich. (Tel: Norwich 22288, Ext. 
122.) 


Windsor Garden Scheme Rejected 

The Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
emment has refused permission for the 
gtablishment of a riverside pleasure garden 
at Windsor. In a letter to Windsor Town 
Council the Minister gives as his reasons for 
rjection that it would deprive the town of 
open space provided under the county’s 
development plan; that the gardens would 
not be in keeping with the amenities of 
Windsor; and that traffic congestion in the 
town, already a serious problem, would be 
aggravated by more visitors. 


Modern Road Systems 

Mr. Dewitt C. Greer, of Texas, who last 
year received the George S. Barlett award 
as America’s outstanding highway engineer 
and administrator, will be the guest of the 
British Road Federation and the Inter- 
national Road Federation in London between 
June 20 and 25. Mr. Greer will address an 
invited audience at the Royal Empire Society 
o June 21 on “The Development of a 
Modern Highway System.” He will also 
present a paper on the construction of Texas 
expressways to the Institution of Highway 
Engineers on June 24. Admission tickets 
fom the British Road Federation, 4a, 
Bloomsbury-square, WC1. 


Exeter Builders’ Foremen 


The first annual dinner of the Exeter and 
District Association of Builders’ Foremen 
and Clerks of Works was held recently in 
Exeter, the President (Mr. F. M. Sleeman, 
CBE, FIOB) presiding. Among the visitors 
were Mr. W. G. Sheppard, president of the 
fational federation, and Mr. C. N. Mould- 
ing, president of the local association of the 
NFBTE. The chairman of the local branch 
(Mr. G. Harris), replying to the toast of the 
new Association, was able to indicate a most 


' Successful start and appealed for new mem- 


bers as well as interest from all connected 
With the industry. Both the national presi- 
dent and the local president in their speeches 


_lfetred to the important part clerks of 


works and foremen could play in the drive 


} for productivity, especially by seeking to 
| “uip themselves for their daily task by 


acquiring technical knowledge in new indus- 
tal processes. Thanks was expressed to 
the secretary of the local association (Mr. 
R. Allen) for his work. 


THE BUILDER 


Plumbing Examination 


The Royal Sanitary Institute has named 
the successful candidates in its examination, 
held in Manchester, for the Inspection of 
Water and Drainage Installations. They are 
Mr. V. T. Brown, of 385, St. Benedict’s- 
road, Small Heath, Birmingham, and Mr. 
C. W. Round, of 63, Skye Edge-road, 
Sheffield. 


Licences for New Houses 

To make it simpler for people to get a 
licence to build a house of not more than 
1,500 sq. ft. in area, the Minister of Works 
has decided that a plan of the house need 
not accompany the application for a build- 
ing licence which must now be made to the 
Ministry’s Regional Office. Plans must 
always be sent to the local authority for 
by-law approval which is required quite 
separately from the building licence. 


Apprentices’ Scholarships 

The Apprenticeship and Training Council 
for the Electrical Contracting Industry have 
now awarded scholarships for 1954 to two 
19-year-old apprentices: A. W. J. Venn, of 
Banwell, Somerset (Bristol College of Tech- 
nology); and Brian Lott, of Burnley, Lanca- 
shire (Burnley Municipal College). The 
scholarships are tenable for three years for 
degree courses at a university or for Higher 
National Diploma courses at a_ technical 
college, and cover fees, examination 
expenses and maintenance allowances. 


Work Study 


More than 800 industrial businessmen 
attended the first work study conference to 
be held by the British Institute of Manage- 
ment, which took place at Harrogate from 
May 27 to 29. Papers were presented on 
the various aspects of the subject, including 
the trade unions and work study by Mr. E. 
Fletcher, of the TUC. A report of the main 
papers presented can be obtained, price 
7s. 6d., from the BIM at Management House, 
8, Hill-street, W1. 














Out This Week 


L.M.B.A. HANDBOOK 


All you want to know about 
the building industry. 
Latest facts and figures. 


No up-to-date builder nor architect 
should be without it. 


PRICE 7/6 
(packing and postage 9d.) 


from 


THE BUILDER, 4 Catherine St., W.C.2 
or from the L.M.B.A., 47 Bedford Sq., W.C.1 
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Architect’s Appointment 


The resignation of Willenhall UDC’s 
Housing Architect, Mr. R. T. Chappelle, on 
obtaining another appointment, has been 
accepted by the Council. Mr. Chapelle is 
joining the staff of Huyton-with-Roby UDC, 
near Liverpool. 


Mechanical Handling 


The fourth Mechanical Handling Exhibi- 
tion and Convention is to be held at 
Olympia, London, from June 9 to 19, and 
will be opened by Mr. Duncan Sandys, 
Minister of Supply. The bulk of the exhi- 
bits of 200 manufacturers will be seen in 
operation, with working models of large 
installations. A convention comprising 11 
papers by experts will also be held, with an 
open forum. 


“ Materials and Techniques ” 


McLaren Johnston and Co., Ltd., construc- 
tional and general ironwork and sheet metal- 
work specialists, of 68, Victoria-street, 
London, SW1, say that they were particularly 
intrigued, in the paper on “ Materials and 
Techniques,” given at the British Architects’ 
Conference and reproduced in our last issue, 
by the paragraph on page 940 dealing with 
“climbing shuttering.’ They state: “By 
virtue of the fact that we manufacture slots 
and anchors for tying brickwork to con- 
crete, we were recently asked to provide an 
answer to the difficulty of keeping reinforc- 
ing rods in position whilst pouring is taking 
place. We have produced a series of clips 
made from spring wire, capable of holding 
all types of rods that are used in the erection 
of reinforced concrete buildings where 
moving shuttering is used. The special job 
for which the original clips were called for 
was a very large grain silo in Ireland, and 
not only have a great number of ‘hours been 
saved in erection but much money. We 
felt that we should let you know this, as 
your newspaper is always in the forefront 
of modern development.” 


BUILDERS MORE RESEARCH- 
MINDED 
National President's Views 


Mr. G. W. GROSVENOR, National Presi- 
dent, speaking at the official luncheon in 
connection with the half-yearly general 
meeting of the Southern Counties Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers, at 
Maidenhead, on June 1, said that on occa- 
sions the building industry had been criti- 
cised for ignoring new methods and the 
results of research. Whatever justification 
there might have been for this criticism in 
the past—and much of it was ill informed— 
there could be no truth in it to-day. 


“Within recent months,” said Mr. Gros- 
venor, “the National Federation has intro- 
duced two schemes—one involving co-oper- 
ation with the Building Research Station in 
full-scale research trials and the other 
relating to the setting up of our own Build- 
ing Advisory Service, to assist firms in such 
matters as site organisation, mechanisation, 
materials handling and costing. 


“Both schemes are in the early stages, but 
in the end we expect them to make valuable 
contributions to the industry’s efficiency. 
Builders are becoming more and more 
research-minded, and it is as well that they 
are, for ours is a highly competitive industry 
in which the use of up-to-date methods is 
essential.” 


K 








TRADE NEWS 


Convector Open Fire 

A convector open fire with restricted throat 
is being marketed by Hurseal, Ltd., 229 
Regent-street, W1, which is claimed to com- 
bine the attractions of an open fire with the 
efficiency of a stove. The “ Hurdapta,”’ as 
it is known, is made of high-grade cast iron 
finished in vitreous enamel. Dust and ashes 
are completely enclosed, and the curved back 
allows the unit to fit any fireplace without 





the need for bricking-up or alterations. The 
restricted throat, controlled by a damper, 
prevents excess ventilation and loss of heat 
up the chimney, and convecter heat is directed 
into the rooms as a gentle flow of warm air. 
The fire fulfils the requirements of the 
Ridley Committee on National Policy for 
Fuel and Power, and it is understood that it 
will keep in all night. 


Storage Equipment 


A new catalogue is available from the 
Welconstruct Co., Ltd., Grenville Buildings, 
Cherry-street, Birmingham, 2, showing their 
range of slotted steel storage equipment, 
including shelving, bins, partitioning, shel- 
ters and trucks. 


Specialised Flooring Services 


The official opening of Semtex House, 
The Broadway, Welsh Harp, NW9, the new 
headquarters of Semtex, Ltd., makers of the 
‘“* Semastic ” thermoplastic tile, took place 
on June 1 in the presence of the Mayor of 
Hendon. An exhibition was organised for 
the occasion on the main flooring area, and 
the laboratories were thrown open to inspec- 
tion. Various aspects of the flooring service 
carried out by the company were depicted, 
including the different types of material 
available, the methods of installation, and 
the development of the actual designs. 
Equipment for the testing of properties was 
shown in operation, and samples of the 
various materials were subjected to 
acid and corrosion tests. The flooring 
service provided by Semtex, Ltd., includes 
the laying of jointless ‘ Fleximer ” flooring, 
decorative or vinyl tiles, Dunlop rubber 
flooring, linoleum and cork. There are 19 
branches throughout the UK, equipped to 
supply a complete service in the form of 
advice, design, installation and maintenance. 
Flooring has been laid by the company in 
the Car Ferry Terminal at Dover, Birming- 
ham’s Museum and Art Gallery, St. John’s 
Church at Farnworth, and various ocean 
liners, including the P and O ss “ Arcadia.” 
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Hot Water Cooker 


A constant hot water cooker and boiler 
combining roasting oven and a top-heat oven 
for slow cooking has been produced by 
Robert Taylor and Co. (Ironfounders Sales), 
Ltd., 66, Victoria-street, SW1. The “ Tayco- 
ette,” as it is called, is equipped with a large 
capacity hot water boiler providing water 
for a 40/50-gall. hot water cylinder or a 
30-gall. cylinder and 25 ft. of radiation sur- 
face. It will operate on household coal, 
coke, anthracite or any manufactured fuel. 
Light-duty Treadplate 

A lighter, thinner counterpart of their 
heavy-duty positive-grip-pattern treadplate 
is now being produced by the British 
Aluminium Co., Ltd., Norfolk House,- St. 
James’s-square, SW1. It has less-pronounced 
lozenge-shaped grips, but is understood to 
possess the hard-wearing, non-slip qualities 
of the original P-G-P. It can be used for 
decking supported on bearers, or on fully- 
supported flooring as matting with a high 
resistance to wear. 


Diesel-powered Compressor 


The first portable compressor powered by 
a Ford Diesel Industrial engine has been 
introduced to the British market by the Atlas 
Diesel Co., Ltd. Designed and manufac- 
tured in their Wembley factory, the produc- 
tion of this machine, the Atlas “ One-ten,” 
until now has been entirely for export 
markets in North and South America, 
Australia and Scandinavia. One of the 
advantages claimed for this two-tool port- 
able compressor is the service and spares 
facilities afforded by the Ford Motor Co., 
Ltd., and Atlas Diesel, Ltd. Before going 
into quantity production the Atlas ‘ One- 
ten” was tested for 12 months by contrac- 
tors under actual operating conditions. With- 
out any modification to the chassis one of 
three Ford Industrial 4-cylinder overhead- 
valve engines (diesel, vapourising oil, or 
petrol) can be used. Many basic com- 
ponents, including the cylinder block, crank- 
shaft, camshaft, sump and timing gears, etc., 
are common to the three engines. 








DSSTVITVSTVITVITVIVITWHIVIPWITRGIPVITWS 


New leaflets on 
SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


HAVE you copies in your reference 
file of the latest leaflets showing 
the range and applications of KING 
Sliding Door Gear? From the 
lightest domestic installations to 
heavyweight power operated doors, 
there’s a KING door set for ev2ry 
need. Get the details—write for 
your copy. 


REGISTERED TRADE MARK 


SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


Covered by British Patents 





KING LTD., 202 ARGYLE WORKS 
TEL.: STEVENAGE 440 


GEO. W. 
STEVENAGE, HERTS. 
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Rolling Steel Door 


To harmonise with modern architectuyg 
trends, G. Brady and Co.,, Ltd., New Isling. 
ton Works, Park Royal, NW10, have intro. 
duced a steel rolling door with a vertica 
plane profile, using identical and _ inter. 
changeable flat Jaths. Known as the ty 
F3 rolling steel door, it has standard clear. 
ances, and all the laths interlock through. 
out their length. Malleable iron end Jocks 
are double riveted to alternate laths, and 
the doors are available in standard finishes 
including paint, sherardise, walterise (phos. 
phatic rustproofing) and galvanise. 


Plastic-coated Ladder Web 


Thomas French and Sons, Lid. 156 
Oxford - street, W1, manufacturers of 
“ Rufflette” curtain products, are now pro- 
ducing “ Fleurette,’ a plastic-coated ladder 
web for venetian blinds. The coating of 
plastic is understood to increase longitudinal] 
tear resistance, as compared with all-plastic 
tape or one with only warp threads. The 
web is reversible, and each single rung has 
a tensile tear of 35 lb., with a 150-Ib. tensile 
for each body web and 334 Ib. for the 
whole web. It is resistant to sunlight and 
can be scrubbed with hot water. The web 
is available in duck, white, pastel blue and 
green. 


Storage Cylinder 


The ‘“Primatic” Universal copper hot 
water storage cylinder, placed on the market 
by Range Boilers, Ltd., Stalybridge, is 
believed to be new in principle of design. 
The feature of this type of cylinder is that 
the water circulating through the boiler and 
radiators is kept entirely separate from the 
water delivered to the taps. This prevents 
rust-discoloured water at the taps where iron 
boilers or radiators are used in areas of 
aggressive water supplies, and it reduces 
trouble from scale deposit in hard water dis- 
tricts, since the same water is always re 
circulating through the boiler. The “Pr- 
matic” is fed from one supply tank, but the 
primary and secondary waters are in separ- 
ate circuits. It is fitted exactly as an ordinary 
direct cylinder; and expansion of the 
primary water is taken up within the primary 
unit 


Giant Bulk Loader 


A new bulk loader known as the Matbro 
“ Super Lozadstar,” which is claimed to cot- 
siderably reduce handling costs, has been 
placed on the market. The loader has 4 
front-wheel drive to provide power to bite 
deeply into the materials to be moved and 
to negotiate the worst ground. The machine 
has 16-in. ground clearance, and increased 
traction and side stability are obtained 
through the .load being over the driving 
wheels. The rear steering-wheels give aa 
outside turning radius of 116 in. whe 
assisted by the steering brakes. Interchange- 
able attachments can be fitted in place of 
the bucket, and these include forks, crane 
and dozer blade. The machine is powered 
by the Fordson Major 40-hp engine (diesé! 
or petrol), with six forward and two revels 
speed transmission; and contro] of the bucket 
and arms is hydraulic in all positions, the 
bucket being fully compensated. The stat 
dard bucket is of 1 cu. yd. capacity, bul 
alternative sizes available are } and 1} 
cu. yds. The load capacity is 2,500 lb. 





The Matbro “Super Loadstar” is designed 
and manufactured by Mathew Brothers 
Sandy-lane, North Wallington, Surrey. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


*British West Africa.— Messrs. Berberi 
and Malek, of Post Office Box 332, Accra, 
Gold Coast, are anxious to represent a UK 
manufacturer of sanitary earthenware and 
fittings. Interested firms are requested to 
send details of their offers direct to Messrs. 
Berberi and Malek. Telephone inquiries 
should be made to Chancery 4411, Ext. 862. 


Canada—The Aluminum Company of 
Canada have now approved their vast 
Nechako-Kitimat project. This involves the 
building of a new town, construction of a 
huge aluminium smelter and a power-house, 
which will be carved out of a mountainside. 
A dam, which will be the third largest of 
its kind in Canada, is to be built at the end 
of a 350 sq. mile reservoir. 

The building of a $1}m. canning plant in 
Vancouver has been commenced by Cana- 
dian Canners, Ltd. Plans are under dis- 
cussion for a $10m. oil refinery which will 
replace a proposed extension at St. Boniface, 
Manitoba. The North Star Oil Company is 
responsible for this project, to whom all 
inquiries can be made. The Kaiser alumi- 
nium interest in the US are known to be 
interested in the building of dams for a large 
hydro project in British Columbia. No 
announcement has been made as yet. A 
hydro headquarters is to be built at Hamil- 
ton, Ontario, at a cost of $400,000. The 
Canadian Broadcasting Company have 
tenders out for the construction of a TV 
building which will cost approximately 
$200,000. In Montreal a number of build- 
ing companies are to go ahead with bunga- 
low construction. About 1,100 are scheduled 
for the near future. The architectural firm 
of Venchiarutti and Venchiarutti are 
designing a large block of flats for Ontario. 
Another nine blocks are also scheduled for 
construction. The total cost of this scheme 
is in the region of $8m. 


New Zealand.—Work has commenced in 
New Zealand in preparation for the Waikato 
River’s fifth hydro-electric dam. Situated 
in the North Island, this dam will reach a 
height of 130 ft. and a length of 510 ft. 
Stretching to the left bank will be an earth 
dam about 835 ft. long. About 4m. cubic 
yards of spoil and rock will be excavated. 
The dam itself will look like a book end 
when finished, perfectly straight and sitting 
squarely on the river bed. About 200,000 
cubic yards of concrete will go into its con- 
struction. 

A steel arch truss bridge 300 ft. long is to 
be built across the Waikato River, three- 
quarters of a mile downstream from the 
present bridge. 


South Africa. — Messrs. Willis and Jen- 
kins, of Capetown, have designed a £250,000 
civic centre in the town of Worcester, South 
Africa. It is hoped that construction will 
be commenced before the end of this year. 
Reports in the South African press state that 
a new town hall will also be built in 
Worcester as the existing one is very old. 
An £80,000 store is also to be built in this 
town by the trading concern, OK Bazaars, 
Ltd. Local builders are making a drive for 
this contract. In Pretoria, the City Engin- 
eer’s Department has allocated £656,000 for 
the construction of six blocks of flats and 
other bui! dings. 

The firm of H. M. Russell has had its 
tender accepted for the construction of a 
large building for the South African Perma- 
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nent Building Society. This firm has been 
successful in tendering for a number of con- 
struction jobs in East London which include 
additions to the Werners Bros. store and the 
Garlick’s store. They are also responsible 
for the new Municipal market buildings 
which are under construction. Messrs. Vors 
and Mullen have designed a new factory 
block for Messrs. Wilson and Co., Ltd., in 
the same town. This firm of architects 
recently had their design accepted for a 
church at Komglia and a block of flats in 
Southwood. 


* Southern Rhodesia—The Director of 
Conservation and Extension, PO Box 117, 
Causeway, S. Rhodesia, is calling for tenders 
(Tender No. 1403), for the supply of pre- 
fabricated houses. Five or six units will be 
required; a unit consisting of one dwelling 
house, one outbuilding and one office. 

The closing date for the receipt of tenders 
is June 23 next. 

Particulars are obtainable from _ the 
Director of Conservation and Extension, 
PO Box 117, Causeway, S. Rhodesia. 
Tenders should be addressed to The Secre- 
tary of the Tender Board, PO Box 75, 
Causeway, S. Rhodesia. All inquiries by 
telephone relating to this circular should be 
made to Chancery 4411, Ext. 738 or 771, the 
Export Services Branch of the Board of 
Trade. 


Turkey.—The Projects Department of the 
Ministry of Public Works in Turkey is con- 
sidering plans for the supply of electricity 
to northern Anatolia involving the building 
of a hydro-electric plant and barrage at 
Almus on the Yesilirmak River; a hydro- 
electric installation and barrage at Kazan- 
kiya on the Cekerek, a tributary of the 
Yesilirmak; a hydro-electric installation and 
barrage at Obruk on the Kizilirmak River; 
and a hydro-electric installation at Kargi. 
So far, only the sites at Kazankiya, Obruk 
and Kargi have been chosen, and the pro- 
jects are under preliminary consideration. 
In addition to the above, plans for the 
hydro-electric plant to be built at Gokirmak- 
Taskopru have been studied and specifica- 
tions have been sent to the Ministry of 
Public Works for approval. [Iller Bank, 
Ankara, will be glad to receive inquiries 
from interested firms, but it should be noted 
that only plans for complete installations 
will be open to consideration. 

The Ford Company has decided to instal 








A Permanent Cure for 
SMOKY CHIMNEYS 


The ‘Ventamatt’ prevents 
down-draught and increases 
up-draught, irrespective of 
wind direction. There are 
no moving parts, no small 
holes to get choked and the 
design is of the straight 
through type to facilitate 
sweeping. Specified and 
used by Public Authorities, 
Architects, Builders and 
Property Owners every- 
where. 





Pat. Nos. 424983, 476855. 


VENTAMATT 
Down-Draught Preventing CHIMNEY POT 


Sole Manufacturers: 


AVIS ENGINEERING CO. LTD., 


Ley Street, Ilford, Essex. Tel.: Ilford 2021 
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a tractor assembly plant at either Izmir or 
Adana. A nitrogen factory is to be set up 
at Kutahya. Specifications have been drawn 
up by a British firm. The estimated cost is 
said to be in the region of £5m. 


Turkey.—The foundation stones of a new 
project that will include 1,200 houses for 
the miners of Zonguldak, on Turkey’s Black 
Sea coast, were laid recently in the presence 
of Turkey’s Foreign Minister, Professor 
Fuad Koprulu. The-new housing develop- 
ment is to be built on a height dominating 
the ciy of Zonguldak. The houses are be- 
ing financed by a co-operative set up by the 
miners and they will be purchased on a long- 
term credit plan. 

It has been decided to expand the Ankara 
cement factory and to construct 20 new 
factories. The total construction of these 
plants will amount to £220m. A £50m. 
incorporated company has been established 
by three banks and two cement companies 
to raise domestic and foreign capital for 
these factories. 

Construction of buildings at a cost of 
£104m. has begun to convert poisonous 
gases emanating from the Murgul copper 
mine installations into sulphuric acid. Other 
factories are to be established in this area 
at a later date in accordance with the 
demands of local industry, 

The Turkish Governmént attaches great 
importance to the improvement of electric 
power and is to establish more economical 
and useful hydro-electric stations in place 
of thermo stations which operate on coal or 
liquid fuel. £550m. is to be allocated to 
electrical installations. Among projects 
which have already been prepared are the 
70,000 kw. station at Gediz-Demirkopru; a 
100,000 kw. at Kizil Irmak-irfanli; a 
48,000 kw. at Akcay-Kamer; and a 40,000 
kw. at Yesil Irmak-oymuz. These stations 
will cost £280m. Apart from these the 
Provincial Bank is building power stations 
to meet the needs of cities and towns. From 
May, 1950, to the end of November, 1953, 
this bank has awarded contracts for 232 
installations worth £78m. and of these 83 
installations costing £26m. have been com- 
pleted. Hydro-electrical stations whose 
plans have been prepared by the Provincial 
Bank to meet the requirements of the towns 
of Van, Nigde. Ordu, Goresun, Tas Kopru, 
and Tosya will cost £15m. 

New airports are to be laid out at Konya 
Eskisehir and Diyarbakir. Contracts will 
be awarded shortly. Plans for the construc- 
tion of a further five airports are being 
discussed at the present time. 

Uganda.—To meet the demand for cheap 
and speedy building, the Uganda Public 
Works Department has decided to make its 
own tiles and cellular blocks. For this pur- 
pose, an electric kiln has been erected at 
Jinja, where there is a good supply of suit- 
able clay as well as adequate power from 
the Owen Falls Hydro Electric Scheme. The 
kiln, the first all-electric tunnel kiln to be 
installed in East Africa, is capable of firing 
5,000,000 lb. of products per annum, at a 
temperature of 850 degrees C, and was 
designed and built in England by The 
General Electric Co., Ltd. 


UK Engineers in Canada 

Mr. Gordon Roach and Mr. Montague 
Holbein, of D. and C. and William Press, 
Ltd., 27, Ashley-place, SW1, have concluded 
the purchase of the old-established Canadian 
business of Ross-Meagher, Ltd.,_ civil 
engineers and building contractors. Ross- 
Meagher will now exploit the gas line laying 
and other techniques in which the pur- 
chasers specialise. 
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Competition Awards 
(THE following are the awards in the 
competitions annually promoted by the 
Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scot- 
land: — 

Rowand Anderson Studentship (£125 and 
Silver medal).—Derek P. Paterson, Glasgow 
School of Architecture. Hon. mention: 
W. J. Salter, Aberdeen School of Architec- 
ture; J. G. Hislop and G. F. Polson, Glasgow 
School of Architecture. 

Incorporation Prize (£50)—Miss Phyllis 
Whitson, Glasgow School of Architecture. 
Hon. mention: T. M. Gray, Glasgow School 
of Architecture; A. C. Scott and J. Campbell, 
Edinburgh College of Art. 

The Rutland Prize (£60)—G. Duncan, 
Glasgow School of Architecture. Hon. men- 
tion: C. Pacitti, Aberdeen School of Archi- 
tecture; J. P. Leeson, Dundee College of Art; 
R. E. G. Miller and J. S. Simpson, Glasgow 
School of Architecture; and A. G. Giffen, 
Edinburgh College of Art. 

Lorimer Memorial Prize  (£10).—C. 
Pacitti, Aberdeen School of Architecture. 
Hon. mention: C. W. Pressley and J. B. 
Davidson, Aberdeen School of Architecture. 


Aberdeen Housing 


ABERDEEN HOUSING COMMITTEE have 
approved the placing of contracts for 480 
houses at the Mastrick and Kincorth hous- 
ing estates amounting to £719,526, the 
largest order they have placed on one 
occasion. 

Councillor R. S. Lennox, convener, said 
the committee had placed contracts for 616 
houses so far this year, and next month they 
hoped to place further contracts for any- 
thing up to 200 houses. He added that at 
the moment they were six weeks ahead with 
their programme compared with the same 
time last year, which was a record house- 
building year for Aberdeen, more than 1,000 
houses being built. 


Lanarkshire Housing Scheme 

APPROVAL IN PRINCIPLE of a large housing 
scheme has been given by the County Coun- 
cil of Lanarkshire at their recent monthly 
meeting. The plan is an ambitious one, 
which aims at doubling the population of 
the community of 7,000 inhabitants of 
Bishopbriggs, by the erection of private 
houses for sale. 

It is proposed to build 3,000 houses at the 
Kirkintilloch-road, on land owned by 
Messrs. Keir Cadder, Ltd., at Bishopbriggs 
at an estimated cost of £6,000,000 on a 50- 
acre site. 

So far no formal application has been 
made for planning permission, but the Coun- 
cil had before them a report from the 
county planning officer in which it was stated 
that the promoters of the scheme were 
Messrs. George Wimpey and Co., Ltd., 
Glasgow and London. 


: Building in Stone 

A NEW UNIQUE VILLAGE will be created at 
Contin in Ross-shire for Hydro Electric 
Board, Forestry Commission and County 
Council workers—unique in that it will be 
the first stone-built village in Scotland for 
generations, writes a correspondent. The 
first 30 houses will be all in local stone, and 
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will form the nucleus around which further 
stone-built housing will be erected. The 
North of Scotland Hydro Electric Board has 
been active over the past few years in spon- 
soring the use of stone, for power house and 
other purposes. It is now planning to go a 
stage further by building houses in stone 
wherever possible, to assist and revive local 
quarries and quarrying labour. The three 
bodies have formed a special housing asso- 
ciation, whereby they qualify for certain 
grants. There is also a grant available for 
stone-built housing where the margin 
between stone and brick is small; in this case 
the margin is small, largely as a result of 
expanded activity in the stone industry, | 


Town Planning Institute 


THE SCOTTISH BRANCH of the Town Plan- 
ning Institute held its 25th annual general 
meeting and Conference at Aberdeen on 
May 21 and 22. 

In the annual report of the Executive 
Committee which was presented, the mem- 
bership of the branch was given as 242. 

The meeting appointed the following office 
bearers: honorary president, Mr. James Mac- 
aulay, of Glasgow; chairman, Mr, F. J. 
Evans; senior vice-chairman, Mr. H. A. R. 
Govan; junior vice-chairman, Mr. M. E. 
Taylor; and honorary secretary, Mr. 
Matthew Pollock, County Clerk of Fife, sub- 
ject to the approval of the County Coyncil. 


Preservation of Old Houses 


STIRLING TOWN Council has decided to 
ask the architects, Sir Frank Mear and 
Partners, to report how far the sixteenth- 
century Darnley House could be used for 
housing, should a 75 per cent. grant be avail- 
able. If the council decide then to recon- 
struct the building they will ask the Historic 
Buildings Council for help and ask the 
National Trust to support an appeal to the 
Pilgrim Trust for further aid. 

On behalf of the architects, Mr. Naismith 
said the scale and character of Darnley 
House suggested to them that it might be 
better used for public rooms because the 
ceilings were high and the rooms large. 

Crail Town Council have agreed to buy 
the seventeenth-century two-storey dwelling 
house, No. 5, Rumford, Crail, from Fife 
County Council at a price of £1 fixed by 
the District Valuer. 

The property is one of the most 
picturesque in Crail and is a favourite sub- 
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THE COLOURLESS 


WATERPROOFING LIQUID 


UTELY TRANSPA 

Equally eoome on Brick, Stone, fay Riese: 
Asbestos Cement and Wood surfaces. Wails treated with 
Penetrex *‘53"’ are proof against dampness caused by 
driving rain for 5 years. Penetrex ‘‘53°" is economical 
too—one gallon giving from 100 sq, ft. to 270 sq. ft. 
depending upon the porosity of the surfaces. 

Ask at your Builders’ Merchant or write for prices and 
nearest stockist to Sole Manufacturers = 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954, 
They apply to the whole of Scot tland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d, 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 

Year Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 

s. d, 
Ist. 25 41 3 
2nd 334 55 0 
3rd 50 82 6 
4th 66} 110 0 
Sth 75 123 9 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of 
probationary period) 

Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) 


w we 
w 
e ee 











ject for artists. It was threatened with 
demolition after Fife County Council, its 
owners, had a closing order passed on it, 
In an effort to preseve it Crail Town Council 
offered to buy it. 


Dunfermline Development Plan 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE has approved, 
subject to minor modifications, the Develop. 
ment Plan for the Burgh of Dunfermline. 
This is the ninth development plan to be 
approved by the Secretary of State under the 
Town Planning Act of 1947. 

The Plan sets out the Town Council’s pro- 
posals for the development of the town 
during the next twenty years, and is subject 
to amendment at five yearly intervals or more 
frequently if necessary. It defines areas for 
houses, schools, open space and _ industrial 
development, and provides for a number of 
new roads, and the widening of many exist- 
ing streets. 

The Development Plan as now approved 
is available for inspection at the City 
Chambers, Dunfermline. 


Training Planning Students 


A PLEA for more consultation between 
adjacent planning authorities and more com: 
prehensive training for planning assistants 
was made by Mr. J. E. BaRLow, Director of 
Town Planning in Aberdeen, when he 
addressed the annual conference of the 
Scottish branch of the Town Planning 
Institute in that city. 

He said they were very fortunate in the 
North-East because Aberdeen City and 
County and Kincardineshire had a Joint 
Planning Advisory Committee which met 
whenever there were mutual problems to dis- 
cuss. Planning within rigid authority 
boundaries—so often mere lines on a map— 
was not only the negation of planning in any- 
thing but the narrowest sense, but it was 
quite out of step with the spirit and inten- 
tion of the planning legislation under which 
they worked, : 

Calling for a more comprehensive train- 
ing course for planning assistants, Mr 
Barlow said that in spite of the fact that 
planning administration was almost 
continually involved with one aspect of 
another of the law—and not least with one 
of the most complicated Acts ever included 
in the Statue Book—was it not true to say 
that the average student’s training in this 
subject was no better than cursory? 
Although he would be increasingly involved 
in general local government administration 
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and procedure, what training did the student 

tin these subjects? The average student 
also emerged from his training schools with 
go appreciation for, and frequently no know- 
ledge of, the economic factors that had so 
often to be taken into account by those who 
planned. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Blantyre.—Lanarkshire CC to have plans prepared 
fora new Catholic prim. sch. to be erected at the 
Westlands housing site. The architect is William 
Watt (F., County Education Offices, 
Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Carluke.—Lanarkshire CC to have plans prepared 
for a new prim. sch. for which the architect is William 
Watt (F.), County Education Offices, Albert-st., 
Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Qackmannonshire.—Plans prepared and approved 
for additions est. to cost £40,000 at Glassworks-la., 
for the Alloa Glass Works Co., Ltd. 


Dumbartonshire.—Plans been prepared and 
approved for 40 houses to be érected at Drumchapel. 
The architect is Archibald J. Jury (F.), Municipal 
Offices, Glasgow Cross, Glasgow. 

Edinburgh.—Plans to be prepared for community 
entre to be erected at the Royston City district from 

by the Corporation architect, Municipal-bldgs., 
jament-sq., High-st., Edinburgh. 

Fifeshire.—Plans to be prepared for new church 
to be erected at the Templehall District for which 
the architects are G. B. Deans (F.), Central-chbrs., 
and H. Hubbard (F.), Royal Bank-chbrs., Kirkcaldy, 

fe. 


Albert-st., 





ow.—Plans prepared for alterations and addi- 
tions for William L. Thomson & Son, Ltd., at 25-27, 
Union-st., Glasgow. The architect is James Taylor, 
FRIBA, 196, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for Joseph W. Leonard, 
§pringburn, for new canteen, also hostel, to be erected 
at Springburn-rd., St. Rollox, for which the architect 
is James C. Montgomerie (F.), 112, Wellington-st., 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.——Plans prepared for new buildings at Pais- 
ly-td. West, Govan, for the Cardonald public sch. 
for which the architects are Lennox & MacMath (F.), 
%, Berkeley-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
prim, sch. to be erected at (Site No. 1) at The 
Garthaniock housing district, for which the architects 
ae George Boswell, Mitchell & Johnston (F&F), 256, 
West George-st., Glasgow. 

w.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions to the Eastern Fire Brigade station 
at Soho-st., The Gallowgate. Plans by the Architec- 
tural and Planning Department, Civic Section, Muni- 
cpal-bidgs., George-sq., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions at Low Craughall-rd., for John White, for which 
the architect is Magnus Duncan (F.), 343, Eglinton-st., 
Eglinton Toll. 

Gksgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
buildings at Pinkstone-rd. Works for Fleming Bros. 
(Structural Engineers), Ltd. The architect is James 
W. Reid, 79, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions for Buchanan Scott & Co., Ltd., 
Garth-st., at Dundee-st. The architects are Honey- 
man, Jack & Robertson (F&A), 92, Bath-st., Glasgow. 
_Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions for G. & C oore, Ltd., at Nunc- 
ton and Meredaunt-sts., Bridgeton, for which the 
architects are Cratton & MacLean (F.), 21, Wood- 
sideter., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for W. E. 
MacCrae, Stockwell-st., for reconstruction and addi- 
tions at Sutherland-ave. The architect is A. Graham 
Glen (F.), 102, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Greenock.— Plans prepared and approved by Dean 
of Guild Court for 18 houses to be erected at the 
John-st. housing site, Dellingburn, for which the archi- 
tect is Robert L. Rankine, MTPI, MInstCE, Master 
af Works Offices, Hamilton-st., Greenock. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new showrooms to 
be erected at the Victoria Garage, Newmains, for 
which the architects are Cowie & Miller (F.), Oakfield- 
chors., Main-si., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Lanarkshire.—-Rodlan, Ltd., 25, Main-st., Bellshill, 
{fe to build new workshops at Bellshill. 
_Lanarkshire.--Plans in hand for alterations and addi- 
tions for the Blantyre Co-operative Society, Ltd., to be 
Carried out at George-rd., Blantyre. The architect is 
Keaneth Masson (F.), Scottish Wholesale Co-opera- 
tive Society Otiices, Paisley-rd., Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—-Plans prepared for a new prim. sch. 
to be erected for the East Kilbride Development Cor- 
Poration at Maxwellton-rd., East Kilbride. The archi- 
tect is Frank Scott (L), Torrence House, East Kilbride. 

Lanarkshire.—-Plans prepared and approved for new 
scheme of houses to be erected at The Arden Farm 
housing site, for which the architect is J. Austen Bent, 
ARIBA, 15, Pa!merston-pl., Edinburgh. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for extensions to be 
Mae, out for the Scottish Industrial Estates, Ltd., 


ide-pl., the North Cardonald Industrial 
aa The architects are Wylie, Shanks & Wylie 
: ), 12, Claremont-gdns:, Glasgow: . 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (7) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JUNE 9. 

*+Swansea CBC.—Primary Hall. 
Boro’ A. Dep. £5. 

*t Wakefield City C.—Branch library at Flanshaw- 


school, Forest 


la. City E. 

*+Walthamstow BC.—Five shops and 6 flats, Wood- 
st. Boro’ A, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by June 21. 
JUNE 10. 

*t+tHastings Corpn.—({a) two bungalows for aged 
people at rear of Nos. 18-20, Bristol-rd.; (b) two 
houses at The Broadway/Middle-rd. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 11. 

*Bucks CC.—Three-class school at Foxes Piece, 
Little Marlow-rd., Marlow. County A, Aylesbury. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by July 5. 

*+Newmarket UDC.—16 flats in Manderston-rd., 
Houldsworth Valley estate. P. D. Lees, architect, 
Council Offices, Severals House. Dep. £2 2s. 

*West Riding Standing Jt. Com.—Police premises at 
17 different sites. County A, Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 12. 

*+Somerset EC.—Eight-classroom 
Weston-super-Mare grammar schools. 
Chief Educ. Officer. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 14. 

*tPolesworth Community Association.—Memorial 
hall. E. J. Holdam, Architect, ** Fairlight,’’ Dordon- 
rd., Dordon, near Tamworth, Staffs. 

JUNE 15. 

*+Crawley Dev. Corpn.—Seven shops and seven 
maisonettes over; one shop with two flats over; two 
shops and 12 garages; six flats with three houses 


extension at 
W. J. Deacon, 


adjoining at Pound Hill neighbourhood centre. Chief 
A, Broadfield, Crawley, Sussex. 
JUNE 16. 

*t+Coventry Corpn.—i2 shops, Central area City 


A Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by July 2. 

*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Bd.—Two villas, Scalebor Park 
Hospital, Burley-in-Wharfedale. R. B. Armistead (F), 
Booth-st., Bradford, 1. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Bd.—Villa, Westwood Hospital, 
Clayton Heights, Bradford. Architect to Board, Park- 
par., Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 17. 

*Chesham UDC.—Six garages in Windsor-rd. and 
6 in Ryecroft-rd. E&S. Dep. £1 1s. 

*tEnfield UDC.—63 flats at London-rd. E&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by July 7. 

*Glasgow Corpn.—Several works for 268 houses, 
Castlemilk. Architectural and Planning Dept., 20, 
Trongate, Cl. 




















VENEERED BOARD 


The robust structural 
material for all types 
of fabrication. 


“HANDY PANELS 


For renovating existing 
tables and counters. 


RITE —— 
PLASTICS 


are made for the job in 
a full range of patterns. 
Write for your copy of: 
“Installing Warerite 
Laminated Plastics’’. 
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JUNE 18. 

*Birkenhead CBC.—115 houses and 42 flats at Over- 
church estate, Moreton-rd., Upton. Boro’ A. Dep. 
£2 2. 

*tDurham CC.—Demonstration Instruction Ring 
and Workshop and 3 cottages. Houghall Farm, 
Durham. G. R. Clayton (F), County A, Durham. 

**Durham Police Authy.—Police station at Duck- 
pool-la., Whickham. G. Clayton, FRIBA, A to 
Police Authy. 

JUNE 21 


*tNew Forest RDC.—Additions and alterations, 
including council chamber and offices, to country 
house at Lyndhurst. F. R. Appleby, C of Council, 
Council Offices, Lyndhurst. 

*York City C.—Four elderly persons’ dwellings at 
Saxon-pl. City A. Dep. £1. 

JUNE 23. 

*Dover BC.—Contract No. 42, 24 houses at Old 
Folkestone-rd., Aycliffe. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

St. Austell RDC.—Erection of houses at Edgecumbe- 
terr., Roche, contract No. 12. E&S, ‘* Trevarna,”’ 
12, Carlyon-rd., St. Austell. Dep £2 2s. 

UNE 28 


J z 
*Epsom and Ewell BC.—28 dwellings at Holman-rd., 
West Ewell. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 


*West Riding CC.—Adaptation of ‘* Harlow 
Court,’’ Harlow Hill, Harrogate, in_ residential 
nursery. County A, “* Bishopgarth,’’ Westfield-rd., 
Wakefield. 


*West Riding of Yorks.—Satellite clinic in Highfield- 
rd., Hemsworth. County A, Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 29. 


*Barrow-in-Furness CBC.— Annexe to ‘* Rock 
Lea” old people’s home, Abbey-rd. BE&S. Dep. 
£2.28. 

JULY 1. 
*Barnstaple BC.—38 houses, West Sowden estate. 
S. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 2. 
*Runcorn RDC.—47 houses at Cobbs Quarry 


B. Preston, BSc, AMICE, Castle 
Dep. £2 2s. 
library. R. 


estate, Appleton. 
Park, Frodsham, Warrington. 
*Surbiton BC.—Alteration to public 
Thirlway, BE&S. 
JULY 3. 


*Mablethorpe and Sutton UDC.—Golf clubhouse 
at Sutton-on-Sea. R. W. Brown ARIBA, 31, Osborne- 
st.. Grimsby. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 5. 

*St. Helens CBC.—Contract No. 2051, adaptation 

of Nutgrove Hall as hostel; contract No. 2045, two 





police houses at. Prestcot-rd./Kings-rd. BE. Dep. 
£2 2s. each contract. 
JULY 9. 

*Salford City C.—Eight shops, 14 flats and 8 

maisonettes in Bury-st. City E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
NO DATE. 

Ardrossan.—50 cottages at the Kirkhall site. Scot- 
tish Special Housing Association, Ltd., 15-21, 
Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh, 12. 

*Croydon CBC.—Five shops and 18 garages, 


Headley-dr., New Addington estate. . 

Stonehaven TC.—Trades for the erection of 20 
houses and three shops at Arduthie-rd., development 
No. 3. John A. W. Grant, architect, 36, Melville-st., 
Edinburgh. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JUNE 8. 

*+Mitcham BC.—External painting of multi-storey 
flats and maisonettes in three contracts. BE&S. 
Tenders by June 26. 

JUNE 15. 
*+Worthing BC.—Alterations and fittings to assembly 
ll. BE. 


JUNE 17. 
*;Bucks CC.—Renewal of part of perimeter fence 


ha 


at Newland Park training college. . County A, 
Aylesbury. 
JUNE 18. 
*Leyton BC.—Repainting at Auckland-rd. depot. 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


and three lock-up garages at a total estimated cost 

*Sunderland Local Educ. Authy.—Metal windows, 
casement doors and remote control gearing at- Hylton 
Red House primary infants’ school. Boro’ A. 


Dep. £1 Is. 
JUNE 21. 


*Banstead UDC.—Repairs and decorations to 


Nos. 1 and 2, Park Farm Cottages, Holly-la. E&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. ¢ 
*Dagenham BC.—88 fireplaces and fittings. TC. 


*Dover BC.—External painting 203 houses and flats. 


BE. 
JUNE 23. 
*+Hampstead BC.—External painting of 
and 122 houses at Westcroft estate, NW2. T 
JUNE 26. , 
*Barnstaple BC.—Painting and decorating works, 
Queen’s Hall. BS. ) 
*Epsom and Ewell BC.—Decoration and supply of 


168 flats 
Cc. 


fittings for CD control centre, Epsom. BE&S. ep. 
£2 2s. : 

*Hornchurch UDC.—Decoration to 117 council 
houses. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 
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ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JUNE 14. 

*tCoventry Cathedral Reconstruction Com.—Site 
clearance, excavation, foundations and civil engineer- 
ing in connection with new cathedral. N. T. Thurston, 
Secretary, 22, Bayley-la. 

UNE 19. 

Brighouse BC.—Resurfacing about 15,700 sq. yds. 
roads. BE. Dep. £1. : 

Leicester City C.—About 16,000 lin. yds. kerbing; 
35,000 sq. yds. footways; 15,000 sq, yds. turfing; and 
5,000 sq. yds. soiling and seeding at Scraptoft housing 
estate, contract No. 5. 

JUNE 21. 

Devizes RDC.—About 2,400 lin. yds. sewers, and 
additions to sewage disposal works. Harvey, McGill 
and Hayes, engineers, 38, Market-pl., Chippenham. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

Harpenden UDC.—Kerbing, channelling, paving and 
making up with hardcore and tarmacadam of three 
private streets within the urban district. H. Pettingale, 
ai Harpenden Hall, Harpenden, Herts. Dep. 

Ss. 

Nottingham City C.—Laying spun-iron water mains 
—Bingham Scheme No. 3._ B. avies, E and 
General Manager, Water Department, Castle Boule- 
vard, Nottingham. Dep. £3 3s. 

Southall BC.—Reconstruction of 
BE. Dep. £2. 

*Tonbridge UDC.—Demolition of barn and re- 
instatement of site. E&S. 
JUNE 28. 

*Cuckfield RDC.—Sewerage scheme, Turners Hill, 
Withypits. A. Hutchings, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Dagenham BC.—Private street works at Charles- 
rd. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

ULY 1 


J . 

Gipping RDC.—Construction of about 2} miles cf 
spun-iron water mains and 27} miles of asbestos 
cement water mains. Lemon and Blizard, engineers, 
59, Tufton-st., Westminster, SW1. Dep. £5 5s. 

Samford RDC.—Laying of 55 miles of asbestos 
cement pipes and 1} miles of spun-iron pipes. Binnie, 


footways, etc. 


Deacon and Gourley, engineers, Artillery House, 
Artillery Row, Westminster, London, SWI. Dep. 
JULY 5. 


Cheltenham and Gloucester Jt. Water Board.—1m. 
gallons capacity r.c. clear water tank at Tewkesbury 
Works. C of Board, Municipal Offices. Dep. £5. 


Prestwich BC.—About 4,850 yds. sewer and works, 
etc., at Sedgley Park area. BE&S. Dep. £5 5s. 
O DATE. 
Swaffham RDC.—About 1,200 yds. sewers and dis- 
posal works at Sporle. E. M. Jarkin, Council S. 
Dep. £3 3s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Beckenham.—FLATS AND MAISONETTES.—The archi- 
tects for the erection of 172 flats and maisonettes for 
BC on sites at Chulsa and Border-cres. at an esti- 
mated cost of over £250,000 are James and Bywaters, 
5, Bloomsbury-st., WC1. 

Bermondsey.—FLats.—Revised plans for the erec- 
tion of one six-storey block and two four-storey blocks 
at the Roseberry-st. site, providing for a total of 57 
flats, have been approved by TP Com., who have 
authorised Ashley and Winton, Newman, architects, 
3, Verulam-bldgs., Grays Inn, WC1, to proceed with 
the scheme. 

Camberwell.—Boi_LER House MopIFICATIONS.—A 
scheme for the modification of boiler houses and plant, 
provision of a new chimney and boilers at Camber- 
well reception centre is proposed by LCC TP Com. 
The estimated cost is £19,045. 

Finsbury.—Sit—E DEvVELOPMENT.—The acquisition, 
clearance and partial re-development of a site of 
about three-quarters of an acre in Finsbury at an 
estimated cost of £40,000 is recommended for LCC’s 
approval. 

Greenwich.—DINING Hut.—The erection of a dining 
hut at St. Ursula’s Convent School at an estimated 
cost of £7,975 is recommended for LCC’s approval. 

Hackney.—PrimMary ScHooL.—The managers of 
South Hackney Parochial School have prepared a 
scheme for a new school building with places for 80 
infants and 160 junior pupils at an estimated cost cf 
£44,850 on the site which is eventually to be enlarged. 
The work is included in the educational building pro- 
gramme for 1954-55, and LCC approval has been 
recommended. 

Hackney.—F.Lats.—BC are recommended to 
approve plans prepared by BE for the development of 
the Mabley-st. housing site (at present occupied by 
temporary bungalows) by the construction of 36 flats 
and three lock-up garages at a total estimated cost 

£83,400, including the cost of site acquisition. 

Hackney.—F.Lats.—Plans prepared by BE for the 
erection of development of the Cecilia-rd. (German 
Orphanage) housing site by the erection of 20 flats 
and five lock-up garages at a total estimated cost of 
£52,600, including the cost of site acquisition, are 
recommended for BC’s approval. 

Hampstead.—MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE 
CENTRE.—LCC Health Com. have approved proposals 
for the adaptation of part of the Hampstead Health 
Institute, 107, Kingsgate-rd. and 73 and 75, Dynham- 
rd. as a maternity and child welfare and school treat- 
ment centre at an estimated cost of £5,750. The 
scheme allows for the provision of a waiting hall, 
advising, undressing and weighing room, interviewing 
room and doctor’s and midwife’s rooms, test room, 
ancillary accommodation and caretaker’s quarters. 


THE BUILDER 


Hendon.—OrrFice.—Approval, subject to certain 
conditions, has been given by BC ‘to the erection of 
an office at the junction of Page-st. and Bunns-la., 
Mill Hill, for John Laing & Son, Ltd., building con- 
tractors, of*Bunns-la., NW7. 

Hendon.—F.iats.—BE&S has approved an amended 
site plan for a block of six flats to be erected at 
Murray-rd., Mill Hill, submitted by Skusell, Ltd. 

Hendon.—F.Lats CONVERSION.—Approval has been 
given by BE&S to an application by Lanchester and 
Lodge, architects, 10, Woburn-sq., WC1, on behalf of 
the Medical Research Council, for the conversion of 
‘* The Towers,’’ Engell Park, Mill Hill, into five flats. 

Poplar.—INDUSTRIAL REDEVELOPMENT.—LCC TP 
Com. have proposed that land amounting to about 
three acres at Rifle-st., Lansbury, be acquired by 
LCC for industrial redevelopment in connection with 
the re-establishment of firms displaced elsewhere by 
redevelopment operations. The site adjoins the coun- 
cil’s Barchester-st. and Alton-st. housing sites, and 
comprises 18 occupied properties, three derelict pro- 
perties, beer house, workshop and offices, office block, 
unoccupied warehouse and cleared land. Compulsory 
purchase powers may be required. The estimated cost 
of acquisition, clearance and partial redevelopment of 
the site is £73,000. 

Shoreditch.—CoLLEGE EXxTENSIONS.—The address of 
Vivian Levett, ARIBA, who is the architect for adap- 
tations and an extension to the Cordwainers’ tech- 
nical college, est. to cost £87,514, is 2, Hilltop-rd., 
West Hampstead, NW6, and not as published in our 
issue of May 21 last. 

Walthamstow.—PaviLions.—LCC Ed. Com. have 
approved a scheme for providing two pavilions at 
Wadham Lodge education playing field. The esti- 
mated cost of the scheme is £22,800. 

Wimbledon. Factory ExTENSION. — BC has 
approved outline applications of Connolly Bros. 
(Curriers), Ltd., for erection of four-storey factory 
building on the site of Wandle Park House as exten- 
sion of existing factory. 

Wimbledon.—Strapium StTAND.—BC_ has __ given 
Wimbledon Stadium permission to rebuild and extend, 
after war damage, the stand on east side of stadium, 
Plough-la. 

Wimbledon.—ScHoo..—BC has passed plans for new 
school to be erected in Garfield-rd. by Surrey CC. 

Wimbledon.—AssEmMBLy Hait.—Outline application 
approved by BC for permission to erect assembly hall 
at rear of 66, Worple-rd. for use by Sea Cadet Corps. 

Wimbledon.—Depository.—Plans passed by BC for 
rebuilding of Ely’s Depository, Gap-rd., recently 
destroyed in part by fire. 

Woolwich.—F.iats CONVERSION.—Searle and Searle, 
Amen House, Warwick-sq., EC4, are to proceed with 
the preparation of plans for the conversion into flats 
of the ground and third floors of Ravensbourne House, 
Eltham-rd. The appointment of R. T. Dadson, of 
43, Doughty-st., WC1, as quantity surveyor for the 
scheme has been recommended, and LCC Stage 1 
planning consent has been received, both for the 
conversion scheme and for the erection of a block of 
16 flats within the curtilage of Ravensbourne House. 

Woolwich.—ALMSHOUSES.—The Trustees of the 
Eltham United Charities have applied for TP consent 
to demolish the existing almshouses at No. 219, Eltham 
High-st. for the purposes of using the site for the 
erection of business premises. New almshouses would 
be built on part of the site at the back of the pro- 
posed development. MBC’s approval has been recom- 
mended. 





(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—RC authorities propose erection of 
gram./tech. sch on 284-acre site at Waddington-rd. 
Beeston.—Hardys Kimberley Brewery, Ltd., Kimber- 
ley, Bullwell, propose erection of P-H at junction 
Derby-rd./Wollaton-rd., £20,000 est. Architects, 
race Hall & Clifford, 7, Wellington-circus, Notting- 
am. 
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Billingham-on-Tees.—G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd, 
Orchard House, to erect 22 houses in Melrose-ave, 

Birkenhead.—Birkenhead Brewery Co. propose eree. 
tion of P-H at Bromborugh-rd. Plans by own Archi. 
tects’ Dept., 73, Oxton-rd. 

Bromsgrove.—RDC approved layout for 30 houses 
at Dark-la. Romsley. Architect, H. T. W. Gough, 
Birmingham.—RDC approved plans: Eight bungalows 


at Fulford Hall estate, Wythall, for Weatheroak 
Housing Assoc. 
Bromsgrove.—UDC approved plans: Rebuiiding of 


store at Factory-la., Worcester-rd., for M. E. Smith 
& Sons; development of land at Hawthorn-rd. ang 
Upland-rd., Norton, and four shops at 30/36, Bir. 
mingham-rd., for Tomlins Bros 

Chaddesden.—Strettons _ Derby Brewery, Ltd, 
Derby, propose erection of licensed premises at Max 
rd. Architect, W. Blair, 8, St. James-st., Derby, 

Chester.—TC approved plans for erection of petro} 
filling stn. at junction of Highfield-rd. and Western. 
ave., for Ridgeways Engineers (Chester), Ltd. 

Clun.—RDC approved erection of 24 houses a 
Turnpike Field, Clun. 

Corby.—Boots Pure Drug Co., Ltd., propose eree. 
tion of premises at Corporation-st. Plans by Staff A, 
C. St. C. Oakes, Station-rd., Nottingham. 

Coventry.—TC to invite tenders about October for 
erection of Civic Theatre at Corporation-st. Plans 
by City A, Donald E. E. Gibson. 

Oumberland.—Council propose £50,000 scheme for 
area admin. offices at Flatt Walks, Whitehaven. Plans 
by Cty. A, Portland-sq., Carlisle. 

Darlaston.—UDC to invite tenders for erection of 
100 non-traditional houses. 

Derby.—TC approved plans for erection of hotel at 
Alvaston, for Offilers Brewery, Ltd., Derby. 

Durham.—CC propose to build 25 group homes for 
children, est. cost £137,500 for building and furnishing, 
Plans by Cty. S, G. R. Clayton, Court-la.. Durham, 

Durham.—CC received confirmation from Home 
Office to spending of £15,000 in 1955-56 building pro. 
gramme, towards erection of admin. block at pro- 
posed fire brigade HQ at Framwellgate Moor. Further 
£15,000 will be spent in following year. 

Durham.—Insulating Products, Ltd., East Boldon, 
to build block of offices and laboratory. Architect, 
1. M. Angus, Lovaine-pl., Newcastle. 

Easington.—Newrick & Blackbell, 58, John-st., Sun- 
derland, architects for proposed offices in Sunderland- 
rd., Horden, for A. Hector Grabham, Ltd., painting 
contractors, Sunderland.—J. M. Angus, 21, Lovaine 
pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, architect for proposed work- 
men’s club at Haswell Plough. 

Gateshead.—Corp. to seek sanction to building of 
crematorium. 

Hartlepool.—TC approved plans for parspnage, 
Davison-dr., for Durham Diocesan Brd. of Finance. 

Haswell (Co. Durham).—J. M. Angus, 21, Lovaine 
pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, architect for proposed work 
men’s club at Haswell Plough. 

Heywood.—TC approved plans for factory at Miller. 
st., for Longdura Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 17, 
Factory-la., Manchester 9. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—Office building for supervisory, 
clerical and technical staff at New Herrington Colliery. 
NCB Building Dept., Philadelphia, Co. Durham. 

Houzhton-le-Spring.—UDC approved revised layout 
plans for Racecourse estate providing 104 hbuses and 
two shops, with living accommodation. Plans by 8. 

Hyde.—BC approved plans for 22 houses at Fawley- 
ave., for William Norgrove & Sons, Ltd.; approved 
plans submitted by B. Armitage. Stockport-rd., Gee 
Cross, for erection of houses at King Edward-rd. 

Manchester.—Metro-Vick, Ltd., Trafford Park, pro 
pose erection of factory on 40-acre site at Roundthom 
Industrial Estate, Baguley, £24m. est. 

Middleton.—Crown Brewery Co.. Ltd., propose 
erection of hotel at rear of Gardeners’ Arms, Hollin-la. 

Middleton.—BC approved plans for hall and lecture 
rooms at De La Salle Training College, Hopwood 
Hall. Architects, Reynolds & Scott. 9, Albert-sq., 
Manchester. 

Newark.—TC approved plans for éxtensions to pro 
vide two-storey ablution block at Kelham Suga 
Factory, Ltd. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C received approval from 
MH&LG to plans for 417 houses on Fawdon estate, 
to cost £722,000. It is hoped to complete scheme in 
16 months. Plans by City A. G. Kenyon.—City C 
received loan sanction £10.000 for construction of 
highway depot at Iris Brickfield.—Newcastle Hospital 
Brd., Osborne-rd., Newcastle, is considering the pro- 
vision of a neuro-radiological unit at the Genet 
Hospital. P. H. Knighton is the Board’s Chief A- 
City C received sanction to carry out housing develop- 
ments on 320 acres of !and in Newbiggin Hall and 
Westerhope area. House-building is not likely {0 
start for about two years. City A, G. Kenyon, 38, 
Cloth-market. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Silverdale Co-op. Soc. & 
Swettenhams, Ltd., propose erection of single-storey 
permanent stores at Bradwel! estate.—BC approved 
plans, alterations at Queen’s-st., Porthil!, for Porthill 
Dairy, Ltd.; petrol filling stn. at Etruria, for K. 
Downing; shop and office at Silverdale-rd.. for R. Lé. 

North Riding.—EC to borrow £53,320 for erectio? 
of Eastfield cty. prim. sch. No. 3—EC asked MoE 10 
include erection of sec. schs. at Thirsk (£196,000) 
Stokesley (£196,000); Skelton and Brotton (£143,000; 
Guisborough (£190,000); Redcar (£140,000); and Weat 
leydale (£142,000); in next year’s building programm. 
It is also proposed to include in programme p#l 
schs. at Leeming RAF Stn. (£14,000); Eston (£50,000; 
Colburn (£35,000); and Skelton (£29,000). : 

Northumberland.—CC _ intends proceeding wid 
£10,000 scheme for fire stn. at Bellingham, and Ct. 

, C. C. Brown, to prepare plans.—Fo!lowing 
tects appointed for works proposed by CC:—A. 4, 
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Trinity Buildings, 25, New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne (aged persons’ home at Blyth); Mauchlen, Weight- 
gan & Elphick, Saville-row, Newcastle (aged persons’ 
~ at Wallsend); C. S. Errington, 46, Grainger- 
x, Newe astle (inf. sch. at Bedlington); and G. E. 
Charlewood, 14, Neville-st., Newcastle (child welfare 
centre at Bedlington). ' 
Northu;mberland.—Ed. Com. to build four addi- 
onal classrooms at modern sch., Amble. Plans by 
cy A, ©. C. Brown, County Hall, Newcastle-on- 
uber -—Trustees of St. John’s Mission Church, 
nood End, Langley, propose erection of church hall. 
Le plans approved. ; 
Ramsbottom.—Trustees of Patmos Methodist 
Church considering erection of church at Fir-st. 
Opipley.--Derbyshire EC approved sketch plans for 
ion of new sec. tech. sch. 
seford. —TC approved plans, motor showroom at 
fa, Bury New-rd., for Conrys Motor Engineers; 
fettling and dispatch building at Harrison-st., for 
James Hodgkinson (Salford), Ltd; block of flats ad- 
30, Old Hall-rd., Salford 7, for Mrs. H. 
fe —TC propose new housing schemes at South- 
and Stott-la., Eccles Old-rd. site. Architects, 
Wilfrid Thorpe & H. Hirst Smith, Barton Arcade, 
Deansgate, Manchester.—EC received approval for 
eection of two additional classrooms and other accom- 
modation at Lancaster-rd. prim. sch. 
Searborough.—North Riding EC seek loan £53, 230 
for Eastfield cty. prim. No. 3 sch.—TC to invite 
yaders for specialists firms to carry out work to 
rimming bath at North Riding Training College at 


Fi efield.—RDC. approved plans for 10 shops with 
fats at Trimdon, six shops with flats at West Corn- 
forth, and 37 houses at Trimdon Colliery. Plans by 
§, J. Tarran, Sedgefield, Durham. 

"Sedgefield. "Council seek permission to erect 
mother 300 houses. Council appealing against re- 
fusal of CC to allow housing operations on five sites 

at Mainsforth and Chilton-la. 

* shelield jd.—TC approved in principle erection of 70 
misonettes and six flats at Busk Meadow. 

rt.—TC approved in principle erection of 
eight eesiows and 20 aged persons’ flats at Brinning- 
tonrd, Plans by S.—Approved in principle sketch 
plans for third block of shops and maisonettes at 
Brinnington Neighbourhood Unit. Architects, W. 
Dobson, Chapman & Partners, Macclesfield.—EC 
propose following in 1955/6 programme:—Cty. prim. 
sh. at Brinnington, £50,000 est.; phase 2 of new sec. 
mod. sch. at Offerton, £71,000 est. prim. sch. at St. 
Paul’s, £50,000 est. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—RDC to build 32 houses at 
Preston Village. Plans by S, Council Offices, Yarm-la., 
Stockton. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Canteen to be provided at Tech. 
Co. Plans by Cty. A, G. R. Clayton, Court-la., 
Darhat 


m. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—_TC approved  in_ principle 
a scheme for reconstruction of cattle market. 
Boro’ A, T. C. Hartley, 28, The Square, Stockton. 
Sunderland.—Vaux’s Assoc. Breweries, Ltd., to 
convert old St. Mark’s Vicarage in Chester-rd., ’Sun- 
derland, into P-H. 

Sunderland.—-RDC to negotiate for purchase of five 
ares land at East Herrington for erection of 60 houses. 
Surveyor, C. Emmerson, Esplanade, Sunderland. 





Council has its own direct labour organisation. 
Tynemouth.—Tynemouth & District Transport Co., 
Ltd., are - extend their depot at Percy Main. 
Architect, R. C. Cowmeadow, Churcham, Gloucester. 
No ches let. 
Tynemouth.—Corp. 


uses. 
Tynemouth.—It is proposed to build new church 


to let tenders shortly for 216 


hall at St. Aidan’s parish, Northumberland, cost 
= Rev. J. E. Linton, priest-in-charge, raising 


Warwickshire.—EC propose two additional class- 
tooms at Castle Bromwich cty. jun. and inf. sch.; two 
at Dordon cty. jun. and inf. sch.; two at Lillington 
tty. jun. sch.; two at Rugby Rokeby cty. jun. and inf.; 
two at Stratford-on-Avon Thomas Jolyffe cty. inf.; 
= two practical rooms at Newbold-on-Avon cty. sec. 


Warwickshire.—CC approved in principle erection 
seach chamber, £60,000 est. Cty. €. 
omas 

Washington (Co. Durham).—UDC applied for loan 
sanction £61,774 for erection of 50 houses at Oxford- 
we. Builders, J. & T. Robson, of Springwell. 

West Lancs.—RDC considering erection of further 
8 houses at Aintree. 

‘tehaven.—MH&LG approved three years’ pro- 
ject planned by TC for construction of civic hall at 
comer Lowther-st./Scotch-st., cost about £185,000. 

Whitley Bay.—Castles, builders, 105, Closefjeld- 
> Fi erect 14 houses in Hastings-ave. ., Brierdene 


Whitley Bay.—C. Solomon, St. Mary’s-pl., New- 
castle-on-Tyne. architect for ice rink for Durham Ice 
& Sports Stadium. Ltd., and dairy at Hill Heads 
trading estate, Whitley Bay. 

Wigan.—TC seek approval for amended layout of 
rematorium at Lower Ince Cemetery. 


TENDERS 

* Denotes accented. 
M jotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

notes accepted subject to modification. 

motes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 

ments, 
Aberdeen.—Erection of 60 houses for Corporation 
at the Ashgrove housing site. Alexander B. Gardiner 
®), architect, Council Offices, Broad-st., The Castle- 


THE BUILDER 


gate, Aietges. Excavation, brick, building and allied 
works: *S. Russell & Sons, Ltd., Allfieet Contract- 
ing Works, wr 175. Plumbing, sanitary engineering 
and allied works: *Mill & Trotter, Ltd., Rosemount- 
pl., £9,271. Joinery, carpentry, ironmongery and 
allied works: *J. & J. wg Ltd., Albury Joinery 
Works, Albury-rd., £24,102. Painting, decorating, 
glazing and allied works: *James Chapmen, Ltd., 21, 
Thomson-st., £2,322. Plaster, lathing and allied works: 
*George Gibb & Sons, Ltd., 72, Nelson-st., £3,628. 
Fireplaces and allied works: *W. & R. MacBeath, 
Ltd., 149, Spittall-st., £1,123. (All of Aberdeen.) 
Banffshire.—Erection of new town halls by the Corp. 
of Cullen. George Legg, Council A, Master of Works 
Offices, Cullen. Excavation, brick, building and allied 


works: *William Douglas Sons, Ltd., Fortessie 
Works, Buckie. Plumbing, sanitary engineering and 
allied works: *D. Gardner, Seafield-st., Cullen. 


Joinery, carpentry, flooring and allied works: *William 
G. Jaffray, Ltd., South Deskford-st., Cullen. Plaster, 
lathing and allied works: *Alexander Campbell, 74, 
High-st., Fraserburgh. Ceilings and allied works: 
*Edward Gibbons & Sons, Ltd., Annfield-st., Dennis- 
toun, Glasgow. Roughcasting and allied works: 
*Duncan Fraser, 3, Logie-ave., Cullen. Electrical 
fittings, installation and allied works: *Walker & 
Smith, Ltd., 25, East Church-st., Wg ee Painting, 
decoration and allied works: *A Cheyne, Fife-st., 
Turriff. Heating engineering yh... and allied 
works: *The Scottish Gas Brd., Cullen West 
Northern Division, Cullen. 

Barns: ey.—Extensions to Mining and Technical Col- 
lege, first instalment, for CBC. Architects, E. D. 
Lyons & L. Israel, 26, Seymour-st., London, Wl. 
Quantities by Mercer & Miller, 30, Gloucester-pl., 
London, WI: *Walter Dunk & Sons, Ltd., Rosehill, 
Dodworth, nr. Barnsley, £162,290. 

Birkenhead.—Erection of a new linen department at 
Odyssey Works, Corporation-rd., for Alfred Holt, 
Ltd.: *Lloyd & Cross, Ltd., Birkenhead. 

Birmingham.—Erection of 11 blocks of flats and 
maisonettes, comprising 268 dwellings, on the Staple- 
hall Farm estate, for City C. A. C. Sheppard Fidler, 
FRIBA, City A, of Birmingham: *Wates, Ltd., Lon- 
don-rd., Norbury, Swi6. 

Blackhall Colliery (Co. Durham).—Erection of cen- 
tral storehouse, 367 ft. long, 60 ft. wide and 22 ft. 
high, for the Durham Divisional Coal Brd. (No. 3 
Area). Steelwork: *R. Frazer & Sons, Ltd., Heb- 
burn. Civil engineering work: *John Proud, Ltd., 
York-rd., West Hartlepool. 

Bromsgrove.—Erection of further 16 houses at Char- 
ford estate, for *Mackee & Rodway, Ltd., 
Northfield, Birmingham, £22,925. 

Bromsgrove.—Erection of 26 houses at Hartle-la., 
for RDC: *J. Harris & Sona (Builders), Ltd., Black- 
heath, £37,399. 

Bury.—Final stage of extensive alterations to St. 
Joseph’s RC Church: *John Tinline, Ltd., ry. 

Cheadle (Cheshire).—60 houses at Orrishmere Farm 
estate, for UDC: tVessey, Ltd., Marple. 

Chester-le-Street.— Additions to garage and depot, 
for the Northern General Transport Co., Ltd. Archi- 
tect, R. C. Cowmeadow, Churcham, Gloucester: 
*Bewley & Scott, Ltd., Dunston-on-Tyne. 

Crawley.—686 “dwellings at Ifield, stage 1, for Dev. 
Corpn. Chief A, H. S. Howgrave-Graham, ARIBA, 
AMT Quantities by Gardiner & Theobald: 
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*George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Hammersmith-gr., 
London, W6, £1,025,803. 

Cumberland.—Erection of clinic at Penrith, for CC. 
Plans by Cty. A, Portland-sq., Carlisle: *R. 'E. Reay, 


Penrith, £7,880. 
Dover.—Four houses in Glenfield-rd.: *Hedgecock. 
for St. 


Bros., Dover, £5,828. 
udley.—Erection of a new church hall, 

John’s Parish Church. Architect, Stanley A. Griffiths, 

Stourbridge: *David E. Tate, Dudley, £5,725. 

Easington.—Erection of 28 houses on the Sunny 
Acres estate: * . Plemper, Ltd., St. Hilda’s 
Works, Old Chester- rd., Sunderland. 

East’ Retford.—33 houses at Lound, for RDC: 
*E. C. Stockdale & Sons, Ltd., East Markham, 
£44,769. 

Gateshead.—Erection of factory on the Team Valley 
estate, for Albert Gill, Ltd. Architects, Newrick & 
Blackbell, 58, John-st., Sunderland: *Holland & 
Hannen and Cubitts, Howdon-on-Tyne. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for shops, flats and 
maisonettes at the Mansewood housing site. Archi- 
bald G. Jury (F), Housing A, Glasgow Cross, Glas- 
gow: *Robert W. Stewart & Co., Ltd., St. Enoch’s- 
sq., Glasgow, £29,084. 

ackney. —Construction of 41 dwellings on the 
Chailey-st., housing site, for BC: {Direct Labour, 
£95,300 (including site). 

Haydock.—38 houses at Church-rd. site, for UDC: 
*Kearsley & Gee, Ltd., Heath-rd. Sawmills, Ashton- 
in-Makerfield. 

Hazel Grove and Bramhall.—40 houses at Jackson’s- 
la. estate, for private development: *Vessey Bros., 
Ltd., Marple. 

Hyde.—14 houses at Harbour Farm estate, for BC: 
*Wm. Norgrove, Ltd., Kirkley Sawmills, Hyde. 


Lanarkshire.—Erection of 66 houses at the Strath- 
allan housing site. Larkhall: *Athol Houses, Ltd., 
Barfillian-dr., Paisley-rd., Govan, Glasgow. 


(London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over for week ended May 29:— 


Building work: J. M. Jones & Sons Builders, Ltd., 
Highway-wks., Bath-rd., Maidenhead; Exeter Building 
Contractors, Ltd., 14, Dix’s Field, Exeter; Laughton 
& Fuller, Ltd., 51, High-st., Brandon, Suffolk. Paint- 
ing work: M. A. Appleton (Contractors), Ltd., 22, 
Bilston-st., Wolverhampton; T. E. Cundy & Son, Ltd., 
28, Belgrave-rd., Leicester. General maintenance 
work: Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd., Starton-st., Cam- 
bridge; Dudley Coles, Ltd., Bath-st., Plymouth; 
Bosworth & Wakeford, Ltd., New-st., Daventry, 
Northants. 


London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by 
the Eastern Region of British Railways:— 

Renewal of permanent way in the Ipswich district: 
*Tersons, Ltd., 4, Dollis-park, Finchley, N.3. Re- 
newal of permanent way in the King’s Cross district: 
*Terson’s, Ltd., 4, Dollis-park, Finchley, N3 

London (Metropolitan Police).— External repairs, etc., 
at Camden House: *J. Poore & Sons, £521. External 
painting and repairs at Leytonstone PS: *Beard Bros., 
£1,402. Painting of police boxes in Y Div.: *Harding 
& Williamson, £1,106. Provision of bathroom, we, 
etc.. at Si, Langton-rd., E. Mosley: *Ransoms 
(Hook), Ltd., £679. 

External painting and repairs at Loughton PS: 
*C. J. Smith (Aybridge), Ltd., £583. Erection of 11 
M. Qtrs. at St. Margaret’s-rd., Isleworth: *Perrys 
(Ealing), Ltd., £23,074. Erection of 18 M. Qtrs. at 
Inner Park-rd., Wimbledon: *Gazes, £39,933. Erec- 
tion of 19 M. Qtrs. at 169/177, Adelaide-rd., Hamp- 


stead: *Tersons, Ltd., £43,888 

{London (MOW).—Contracts placed by MOW 
during week ended May 22:— 

London: 5-18, York-ter., London, NW1, internal 
decorations, C. & T. Painters, Ltd., Mordaunt-rd., 
Harlesden, NW10; 24-36, York-ter., London, NWI, 
internal decorations, C. & fT. Painters, Ltd., 
Mordaunt-rd., Harlesden, NWI10. Cheshire: PO, 


Station-rd., Little Sutton, Wirral, extension to Hooton 
UAX, A. Hopley (Little Sutton), Ltd., 45, Station-rd., 
Little Sutton, Wirral. Derbyshire: Ministry of Fuel 
and Power SMRE, Harper-hill, Buxton, new gun 
room, Daniel Eadie & Co., Ltd., Short-st., Heaton 
Norrie, Stockport. Devonshire: Telephone Exchange, 
Ebrington-st., Plymouth, alterations, Co-operative 
Society, Ltd., Works Department, St. Johns Bridge- 
rd., Plymouth. Essex: Telephone Exchange, Seven 
Kings, Goodmayes, Essex, alterations and extensions, 
E. W. Smith (Romford), Ltd., 1-3, Western-rd., Rom- 
ford, Essex. Edinburgh: Royal Botanic Garden, 
Inverleith-row, Edinburgh, reglazing and painting of 
palm houses, James Thow, Ltd., 33, George-st., Ayr. 

Hertfordshire: Prestwick-rd., Oxhey, Herts, comple- 
tion of a building to form a branch post office, 
George Moss & Sons, Ltd., Cranleigh Wharf, Lady 
Margaret-rd., Southall, Middx. Lancashire: Ministry 


of Health, Moss Side Hospital, Maghull, Lanes, re- 
building cottage, J. Woods (Builders), Ltd., 
Orrell-la., Burscough, Lancs; Risley, Lancs, new 


office accommodation additional work, George Moss 
& Sons, Ltd., Pennington Saw Mills, Leigh Lancs; 
Malayan Teachers’ Training College, Kirby Fields, 
Kirkby Lancs, external decorations, R. Costain & 
Sons (Liverpool), Ltd., Blundellsands House, Mersey 
View, Liverpool, 22. Staffordshire: Head Post Office, 
West Bromwich, extension to sorting office, H. & F. 
Wootton, Ltd., Pinfold, Bloxwich, Walsall. Warwick- 
shire: Prison Commission, Somerset-rd., Birmingham, 
erection of six houses, John Bowen & Sons, Ltd., 27, 


George-st., Birmingham, 12. Worcestershire: Old 
Head Post Office, Worcester, demolition of head post 
office for telephone exchange extension, Charles 


Griffiths, Ltd., 55, Park-ave., E6. 
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Shoreditch.—W orks, 
blocks of dwellings in 


Richardson & Son, Ltd., £79,379. 


for BC: Erection of three 
the Windsor-ter. area, *H. 
Erection of 48 








And over 100 
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THE BUILDER 


maisonettes and four flats on the Eagle Wharf area 
of the Wenlock Barn estate, {Tersons, Ltd., £105,990 
Erection of 24 flats at the junction of Bevenden-st. 
and New North-rd, tHerbert Richardson & Sons, 
Ltd., £31,169. 

London (SW1).—Erection of new HQ building, hav- 
ing a floor area of 53,000 sq. ft., near Victoria’ Stn., 
for Godfrey Davis, Ltd. Architects are Wallis, 
Gilbert & Partners, 5, Cromwell-rd., South Kensing- 
ton, SW7: *George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Hammer- 
smith-gr., London, W6. 

(London (War Dept).—Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended May 22:— 

Yorkshire: Painting and decorating, Oates Bros. 
(Decorators), Ltd., Shipley. Cumberland: Road re- 
pairs, Constable Hart & Co., Ltd., Derby. Hertford- 
shire: Building, Leslie & Co., Ltd., London, W8. 
Kent: Sea wall repairs, Mears Bros. (Contractors), 
Ltd., London, SE26. Middlesex: Painting, T. H. 
Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., London, , Berkshire : 
_ W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., London, 


Anglesey : Painting, M. A. Appleton (Contractors), 
Ltd., Wolverhampton. Lancashire: Miscellaneous, 
F. Parkinson & Son, Ltd., Blackpool. Staffordshire: 


Building, W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., Notting- 
ham. Cheshire: Roof repairs, E. E. Coleman, Ltd., 
Manchester. Gloucestershire: Ventilating, G. N. 
Haden & Sons, Ltd., Bristol. Devonshire: Painting 
and decorating, M. A. Appleton (Contractors), awe 


Wolverhampton. Dorsetshire: Painting, 
Appleton (Contractors), Ltd., os ene 
Wiltshire: Miscellaneous, F. Box & Sons (Bourne- 


mouth), Ltd., Bournemouth. 

Maryport.—Factory additions for Cumberland 
Childwear, Ltd. Architects, Ronald Ward & Partners, 
33, St. George’s-dr., London, SW1: *John Laing & 
Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 

Middlesbrough. ” Conversion of large residence in 
Marton-rd. into hotel for merchant seamen, for the 
Merchant Navy Welfare Brd., Rupert-st., London, 
WI. Architects, Kitching & Co., 21, “Albert-rd., 
Middlesbrough: *Norman Thompson, Ltd., Stone- 
house-st., Middlesbrough. 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of nursery block at the 
Berwick Hills No. 1 cty. prim. sch., for EC. Plans 
by the Education A, Middlesbrough: *Leslie & Co., 
Woodland-rd., Darlington, £9,000. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Work is in hand on the con- 
struction of a depot in Melbourne-st., for the Mar- 
coni International Marine Communication Co,, Ltd. 
Plans by the firm’s own staff: *Purdie Lumsden & 
Co.. Ltd.. 25, Oxford-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
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STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
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Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Eight houses at Earls; 
estate, for BC: *R. Nabney, Newcastle, £10,607, 

Northallerton.—Erection of two shops and seve 
garages on the Valley-rd. estate, for U Architects 
Brierley. Syme & Lackenby, 13, Lendai, Yor 
*R. B. A. Moody Bros. (Contractors), Ltd., East, 
Northallerton, £6,090. 

North Riding.—-New cty. prim. sch. at Northalle. 
ton, for EC: eg’ Thompson (Contractors), Lid, 
Northallerton, £43,919 

Northwood.—Laying of roads and sewers and the 
erection of 132 houses at Northwood, for Copse Wook 
(Northwood) Estates, Ltd. Melville Seth — 


oe ri BA, er eT TA. EE 
rowting, Ltd igh-st., Ruislip, Middl 
£520,000 (approx.). et 
Reading. —Erection of 30 flats at Starr-rd., for Bc 
The Boro’ A is C A. Willett, LRIBA: *Watg 


Ltd., London-rd., Norbury, SW16. 
Rochdale.—Erection of new C of E Church 4 
Gainsborough-dr., Kirkholt estate: *Ashton Smethury, 
Ltd., Middleton, £51, 700 (approx.). 
Sedgefield.—Erection of six houses and four bung. 
lows, at a cost of £10,854, for RDC: *Direct Laboy, 
Shardlow.—22 houses at Pit-la., Aston-on-Trent, fy 
RDC: *C. H. Clarke. Eastwood. Nottingham, £28" 524, 
Sheffield.—Following for TC:—132 dwellings at 


Grenhill estate: *Direct Labour, £185,068; 12 flay 
at Stubbin-la., Barnsley-rd. site: *T. V. Simpson, §5, 
Bradway-rd., Sheffield, £12,410. 
Skelmersdale.—Erection of 25 houses at Manor 
House farm site, for UDC. J. L. Mather, Egg 
Town Hall, Skelmersdale: *James Gee, 687, Orns. 
kirk-rd., Pemberton, nr. Wigan, £29,913. 


Skipton.—Following for RDC at Beanlands site 
Glusburn:—Eight houses and eight flats: *E. Turner, 
Ltd., £18,421; four houses: *E. Harrison & Son, 
£5,149. 

Stretford.—Extensions to works at Newton Work, 
for Capsules, Ltd.: *Wm. Thorpe & Sons, Ltd, 
Chester-rd., Old Trafford. 

Sunderland.—Construction of a Permanent sy 
barrier at the south inlet sea lock Nt South Docks, for 
the River Wear Commissioners, Thomas-st., Sun 
derland. R. S. Cogdon, Chief tp: *Demolition & 
Construction Co., Ltd., London. 

Tynemouth. —Reconstruction of North Shields Fis 
Quay, for TC. Engineers, L. G. Mouchel & Partner, 
9, Ellison-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Brims & Co., Ltd. 
Pandon-bldgs., City-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, flies 

Tynemouth.—Work for houses in Verne 
d.: *C. Dunleavy, Grange-cl., Marden, North Shields, 
Eight shops with flats at Marden: *Gilbert Park, 
Ltd., Tynemouth-rd., North Shields. 

Walsall.—Erection of dwellings at Gypsy-la. ~ 


ae 


for BC: *United Construction (Walsall), Ltd., 
Green-la., Walsall, £84,531 (68); *Sir Alfred Medlpin 
& Sons, Ltd., Wolverhampton, £31,513 (28). 





Worksop. —50 bungalows at Valley- rd. area, for BC: 
*J. H. & E. Illett, Ltd., Dock-rd., Worksop, £43,876, 
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